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HE firſt Ab of my ſoul 
tis to merit the title of a good 


85 chriſtian; ; the ſecond, of a good 
citizen of that country of which I 
have the happineſs to be a native. 
To accomplih the firſt, it may in 
general be ſufficient, if I am able 
to anſwer for my conduct to my 
own conſcience here, and to that 
: omniſcient judge, before whom 1 
believe, and hope, I ſhall appear 
hereafter. But in order to effect 
the other, it is alſo neceſſary, that 
I give account of every action of 
2 public nature, to that ſupreme 5 
civil power, to which my Tengen 5 


«i Uh 


itſelf enjoins upon me a conſlant 


dutiful obedience. 


Ir is for this reaſon (as the pur- 
poſe of the following pages is to 


point out the unreaſonableneſs, 


and even the impiety of certain 
doctrines which have been eſta- 


bliſhed amongſt us by repeated acts 


of Legiſlation) that I have pre- 
ſumed, with all humility and ſub- 
7 miſſion, to offer this addreſs to your 


Majeſty, who are the only perma- ü 


nent Repreſentative of the Legiſla- 
ture of theſe kingdoms ; and at the 
lame time are univerſally acknow- _ 

ledged to be, by virtue of your 
ſpecial prerogative, the Supreme 


Head of our National Church. ” 
GIVE me leave then to obſerve - 


to your Majeſty that there is no 


Sovereignty whatſoever, whoſe 


_ rightful power is abſolutely anbk 
mited : even that of the Deity 
himſelf i is circumſcribed within che 


8 bounds of equity and reaſon. The 
per- 


* 


perfection W of infinite wiſ- 
dom, attended with infinite good- 
neſs, renders it impoſſible, that 
God's laws ſhould ever tranſgrels 
thoſe neceſſary limits, and become 
000 any degree unreaſonable or un- 
uſt; but the caſe is far otherwiſe 
with human Sovereignties ; 3 they. 
are perpetually paſſing into the 
hands of different poſſeſſors, all 


of whom are by their very nature, 


in ͤa certain degree, ignorant and 
ſhort- ſighted, and therefore of ne- 
ceſſity ſubject to error, paſſion, ank 


caprice. It by no means follows 


therefore, that becauſe a thing hath 5 
been eſtabliſhed by the legillatiy R 


power of any country, it is for 


that reaſon equitable and right. 


Miſguided by the intrigues of ſome . 


_ -overbearing faction 1 in ine! ſtate, or 
biaſſed by ſome one of a great va- 
riety of wrong motives, che moſt 

” perfect form of human government 
. may degenerate into downright ty- 
ranny 


— 


ranny and illegal power: it may 


enact laws, not only inconſiſtent 


with thoſe natural and unalienable 


rights, which it is the duty of every 
Sovereign to ſecure to each indivi- 


dual of his ſubjects; but even ſuch 


as are in their effects highly perni- 
cious, and, it may be, actually de- 
ſtructive of the general welfare and 
true intereſts of the community. 


WHENEVER this appears to be 


the caſe in any nation, if the laws 
in queſtion are of a ſecular nature 
only, it is the part of a good citi- 
zen, if they are Of a religious kind, 
it becomes the duty alſo of a good 
chriſtian, to endeavour according 
to the beſt of his abilities, however 


moderate they may be, with firm- 


neſs, tho' with modeſty, to point 

out the injuſtice and evil tendency - 
of ſuch laws, in order to bring 
them once more under the conſi- 


deration of the Legiſlators ; that if 


they are molly right, they may ke. 


Vin; 
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vindicated to the ſatisfaction of all 
reaſonable and honeſt men; if 
wrong, they may either be amended 
or abſolutely repealed: and there 
is the greater need of this, becauſe 
we find in moſt men a kind of na- 
tural diſinclination to diſcover, or 
even to enquire into errours, of any, 


but particularly of a religious kind, 
Hhovſoever abſurd, to which they 


and their forefathers have been for 
any length of time habituated: fo 
that without the performance of 
this natural duty by fome member 
of the ſtate, there would be dan- 
ger, that the moſt pernicious effects — 
either of the groſs 1gnorance or 
wanton caprice of one age might 


be entailed for ever upon all luc- 5 


ceeding generations. e 
IN one of the freelt Rates that he = 
world ever produced, the Republic 
of Athens, their decrees were often 
tyrannical and oppreſſive towards 
particular men; and ſometimes 


- greatly 5 


[10 ] 
greatly prejudicial to the common 
intereſts of the Republic : and their 


_ juſtly celebrated Orator and Stateſ- 
man never ſhone with more diſtin- 
guiſhed luſtre, as the real friend 
and bene or of his country, than 
when he dared to repreſent to his 
fellow citizens the pernicious con- 
ſequences of that abuſe of the pub- 
lic treaſure which had been eſta- 
bliſhed by the Legiſlative Aſſem- 
bly ; and thereby effected the abo- 
lition of an unreaſonable law, that 
made it a capital offence in any ci- 
tizen to vote for its being aboliſhed. 


From the feeble efforts of ſuch an 


unſkilful pen as mine little can be 
expected; but would ſome Demoſt- 


henes of the Briliſi Senate, who fill 
remains a .friend to the cauſe of 


God and Revealed Religion; would 
ſuch an one, with an honeſt free- 
dom, expoſe. the obvious folly and 
baneful ſuperſtition of ſome of the 


preſent orthodox and be eſta- 
5 bliſhed 


E 11 1 
liſhed doctrines of our Church; 


aand procure a thorough reforma- 


tion of her Articles and Liturgy, ac- 
cording to that only juſt ſtandard of 
them, the expreſs Hates of the ge- 
nuine word of God, he could not 
do a more important ſervice to the 
oreat intereſts of virtue and uncor- 
rupt Chriſtianity, nor could he more 
effectually promote, both the tem- 


poral and eternal welfare of his 


c.ountrymen, and of mankind in „ 


neral: but 'till ſome ſuch able ad- 
vocate for the true Chriſtian Faith 
mall ariſe, let me entreat your Ma- 

jeſty and the two other branches of 


our Legiſlature, to hearken to the 
voice of reaſon, without regarding 
the weakneſs or inſigniſicancy of 


the inſtrument through which me 


ſpeaks; and that you will be per- 


D ſuaded by her earneſt ſollicitations, 
attentively to conſider whether 5 
be lawful, prudent, or even Pac 


'. ticable to eſtabliſh ſpeculative „ 


nions 


PIR) 


nions of any kind, but more eſpe- 


cially of a religious nature, in your 
dominions. 


1 apprehend your Maßen will! | 


readily allow that the Legiſlature 

hath at leaſt as much power over 
the bodies, as over the minds of all 
your ſubjects; wewill ſuppolethere- 
fore that a ſet of abſurd or intereſted 


opticians had weight enough with 


the lawgivers of this country, to per- 
ſuade them, that to ſee objects with 


the naked eye, in all that glare of 


light which naturally ſurrounds 
them, is highly prejudicial to the eye- 


ſiglit of your Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
the chief cauſe of blindneſs; which 
in its effects is a kind of loſs of lo. 
many uſeful members of the com- 
munity ; and that as green, being At 


A equal diſtance Tom the two 8 
tremitics of the ſeven 


18 18 more A- 
grecable 


9 92 nd I IE 


f . 4 | 5 . : | . * ; 
9 81 hould this ſuppoſition be underſtood in an allegoric 


ſenſe, 1 I yſelf, this part of it will not appear 
| 75 | | uniarly 


Lig 1 

greeable and healthful to the eye 
than any other ſingle colour) It 18 
neceſſary for the laſting health and 
preſervation of their eyeſight, that 

all your Majeſty's loving ſubjects 
ſhould continually wear ſpectacles 
made of green glaſs; which would 
at once defend their eyes from that 
exceſs of ſplendour, which ſerves 
only to dazzle and weaken them, 
and allo make every object appear 
tinged with that moſt refreſhing 
and ſalutary colour; green. 5 
LE us ſuppoſe too, that induced 5 
by theſe lagacious eye- preſervi ing 

dene, the Legiſlature ſhould 


: bin ated. The Pate pri of our eftaLiith ment 


are for ever reminding us of its excelience; becauſe it is 
the middle, betwixt the two extremes of Popery on n the 


one hand, and Puritaniſni on the other; but why may 


we not be perm uitted to ſee religious objects, with our 


own. natural tacultics, an d in the pure light in. which : 
God himſelf hath placed them? Why mould we. be” 


Do obliged to view them, either through the rod medi: um ot . 
. Popiſh ſpectacles, the violet of the Puri; tan, or 1955 inter- 


mediate green el alles of the Church of Eno land 3 
Or rdain 
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ordain that every ſubject of your 


Majeſty's dominions, from infancy 
to the matureſt age, ought conti- 
nually to wear ſpectacles of green 


claſs; and that no opticians ſhould 


be ſuffered to ſell ſpectacles, with- 


out a licence firſt obtained from 


your Majeſty, or from your Ma- 
jeſty's College of opticians; nor 
| ſhould ſuch licence be granted to 
any man, until he had bound him- 
ſelf by a ſolemn engagement, that ; 
he would at all times ſell the true 


green ſpectacles, faithfully prepared 


according to Act of Parliament, 


and no other kind of ſpectacles . 
whatſoever. That no man ſhould: -: 
be capable of ſerving your Majeſty, 
and his country, in any poſt of _ 
profit or honour, unleſs he firſt 1 
furniſhed himſelf with a pair of the 
true orthoptic ſpectacles, at ſome 
5 duly licenſed ſhop; and that if any 
of your Majeſty's ſubjects ſhould 
hereafter dare to fee with his own 


1 55 


Lis 1 
eyes, openly avow himſelf heteroptic, 
and arrogantly preſume to ſay that 


there is any ſuch colour as pure 


| white; or affirm, that if men would 


pull off their orthopiic ſpectacles, 
they would be convinced there is 
no ſuch thing in nature, as the le- 


gally eſtabliſhed oreeniſh tinge ; he 
ſhould ſuffer very ſevere penal- 


ties of fine and impriſonment. : 


We will ſuppoſe likewiſe that = 
great numbers of your Majeſty” ns 


very loyal ſubjects, after having 


3 endeavoured with all dutifut 


ſubmiſſion to make uſe of he 


legal glaſſes, ſhould declare, that 
tho' they could ſee very clearly ank 


diſtinctly with their naked eyes, 


0 many of them could ſcarce ſee at all 


in ſpedtacles; and many more ſaw _ 


objects through them ſo very im- 


_ perfeflly and confuſedly, that they — 


were continually making blunders : 


and ſtumbling, and oftentimes got e 


very dangerous falls; in ſuch cir- 
my cumſtances, 


"YT 


85 cumftances; perhaps your Majeſty 


would think with me, that to perſiſt 
in maintaining this optical eſtabliſh- 
ment, would be to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of all rightful and equitable 


authority, and in its Read to exer- 


ciſe mere arbitrary tyranny, and a 
wanton licentious abuſe of power. 


Bur far more unreaſonable and 


unjuſt is it, to attempt to controul or 


ſhackle the ſpeculation of the mind's 


eye; becauſe nothing can qualiſy 
our rulers for the exerciſe of 1 a 
power, but their being enabled, in 
every queſtion, to diſtinguiſh ws - 
certainty what is right and true, 


from what is erroneous and falſe ; $-- 
that is, their being endued with in- 
tallibility (a divine attribute, which 


TI imagine our governours, either 
civil or eccleſiaſtic, are not at this 
time of day impious enough to ar- 

rogate to themſelves): for if they 
are to be allow ed that power upon 

any other terms, merely as Having 


ne 


16 

the ſupreme civil author ityveſted i 111 
their hands, the rulers of every other 
nation mult of courſe be entitled to 
the very ſame power, and there will 
no longer be any ſuch things in na- 

ture as truth and falſehood ,rightand 
wrong; thoſe terms will be mere 
local, national diſtinctions, and the 


1 opinion of the civil magiſtrate will 
be the only teſt of truth; Idolatry 5 


7 Pekin, Mahommedaniſm at Conflan- 
tinople, Popery at Rome, and Ortho- 


=  doxyatiVe ſaminſter,willbeallequally 
right; the Earth will turn round in 
England, and ſtand {till in Zaly; and 
dur Holy Religion will be true in 


Europe, but an arrant falſehood 
thro out all the continent of Afia. 


Ir may perhaps be objected, that 


upon theſe principles the civil ma- 


__ giſtrate can have no authority . 


3 eſtabliſh even the Goſpel of Chriſt 


; itſelf. But whilſt our rulers have . 
E rational and latisfactory con vic. 


tion, that the Golpel is truly the , 


revealed | 
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revealed will of God, their eſta- 


bliſhment ſo far is founded upon 


grounds which they reaſonably be- 


lieve to be infallible, and which 


therefore they cannot avoid agar 
Ing upon as ſure and ſtedfaſt. 

18 neceſſary indeed that the . 
and every part of that eſtabliſhed 
revelation ſhould be left open to the 


candid andfree examination of every 


curious inquirer, and even to the 
cavils and objections of infidels and 
ſceptics; ; nor can it ever ſuffer any 


injury by thoſe means ; for Truth 
will always appear the brighter and 


more lovely, the more it 1s brought 


into the light, and the : more accu- 


rately 1 It 15 8 But without 


permitting men that liberty, it is 
manifeſt that the New T eſtament 
would be received amongſt us, on 

no better principles than the Coran - 


is by the diſciples of Mahommed ; 


5 that ſuch Scripture might be 


admitted for the inſpired dictates of 


infinite Te 


tp 1 | 
finite wiſdom, as every man of 
ſenſe in this enlightened age, would 
be aſhamed to own. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty alſo 
to conſider in the next place, whe- 
ther, if it were lawful, it would be 
- prudent | and expedient for the 


27 -. evi power to eſtabliſh particular : 
dogmata in any ſcience whatſoever; _ 


becauſe the detection of Errour and 


the diſcovery of Truth in every caſe 


is undoubtedly for the real advan- 


tage of the community; and it is 7 
manifeſt, that ſuch a ſtep muſt ef- 


fectually preclude all increaſe of 
knowledge, and every further im- 
provement in that ſcience; and 
could tend only to rivet upon your 


* Majefty's * ſubjects the ignominious 
mental fetters of ignorance and fu- _ 


perſtition. Had Des Cartes's ſyſtem 


of Natural Philoſophy been eſta- 


bliſhed as Orthodox by the authority ”— 


of the Legiſlature; had every mem- 
; ber of the Univerſities been o- 


8 bliged 
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bliged to ſubſcribe to the truth of = 


that ſyltem ; and could no man 
have received preferment of any 
kind without allenting to 1t, and 


_ engaging to eſpouſe and teach that 


ſyſtem and no Other, it is more than 


probable that we ſhould not now 
have been bleſſed with the glorious 
and benehicial diſcoveries of a 
Newton. And if the book of Divine 
Revelation had been at all times in 
this kingdom left as open to the 
- free diſcuſſion of every rational en- 


quirer, as the book of Nature is at 
preſent, Wickliffe and his diſciples 


would have delivered this country 


from the oppreſſive yoke of Rome, 


and accompliſhed a reformation 


from Popiſh Idolatry, long before 


the reign of the eighth Henry. 


Bur before you determine finally 


upon the juſtice or prudence of at- 
tempting to eſtabliſh an 3 
of opinion amongſt your ſubjects, I 


would deſire YOu May elty, and our : 
other 


other Legiſlators, to be the trou- 
ble of enquiring, whether or no 
the ſcheme be really practicable: 1 
for tho' it would not be unlawful, 
nor perhaps imprudent upon (ne 
occaſions, for a man to fly if he 
could; yet in his preſent unfledged 
Nate, I apprehend it would be little 
better than madnels 1 1n him to at- 
: tempt It. 
Now if your Marcy will but 


attend a little to the operations of -- 


your own mind, you will ſoon find 
that the rational aſſent or diſſent _ 
of any one of your ſubjects, to 
or from the truth of any propoli- 
tion whatſoever, is neither at your 
Majeſty” snorhis own command, but 
can be produced only by a tige 5 


tory conviction of his mind, that 


the propoſition is true or the con- 


trary. And the grounds of that 
conviction muſt often be ver y dif- 
ferent, according to the different 
E complexion of the mental faculties 
B 3 


1 
of him to whom it is propoſed. 
When therefore your Majeſty's 
predeceſſors thought fit to enact 
that all their ſubjects ſhould ob- 
ſerve a ſtrict uniformity i in Theolo- 
gical opinions, they might with 
equal wiſdom and propriety have 
enacted, that they ſhould all appear 
with an exact uniformity of viſage 
and external complexion; for the 
one was juſt as much in their 
power as the other. And the 
only poſſible effects of ſuch laws 


or proclamations muſt be to 
make dupes of one part of the 


people, and hypocrites of an- 
„ By 
Dorn your Majeſty think it pol. -- 


ible, by any number of Proclama- 


tions or Acts of Parliament, to make 
your Aſtronomer Royal now be- 
| heve, that whirlpools are the true 
cauſes of the revolution of the 


\ Planets? Or to convince your Phy-. 


. licians that there 3 18 no cir culation 1 


"_ 


B 
of the blood? How then can any 
interpoſition of the Legiſlature per- 

ſuade a thinking man, who hath 
the right uſe of his ſenſes, that light 
and darkneſs are both alike; that 

the ſame perſon i is both ignorant and = 
omniſcient; finite and infinite ; or 
that one and one do not make twoꝰ 


Yet theſe and many more propoſi- 1 55 


tions, equally repugnant to common 


ſenſe, muſt be admitted, before a 
man can really believe the Theolo- 


gical doctrines at preſent eltabliſhed 


* by law throughout ORs” Mayelly” g 


dominions. 1 

Noon Majeſty will b lay, 
that this cannot be a juſt and true 
repreſentation of the caſe; becauſe 
by far the greateſt part of the mem- 


bers of the Eſtabliſhed Church ac- 


tually declare their belief of thoſe = 
very doctrines. To which it might . 


5 perhaps be a ſufficient anſwer to re- 


* ply, That before the reformation, 


dhe majority of our countrymen ac- 
know ledged 
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knowledged alſo the truth of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and the doctrines of 
a Purgatory; for they too were 


then the legally eſtabliſhed doc- 


trines. But the general, abſurd, ir- 
rational credulity in both inſtances 
1s very ealily accounted for. 
DukinG our childhood, unſuſ- 
picious of deceit and falſehood in 
thoſe that teach us, and conſcious _ 
of our own inexperience and de- 
fect of judgement, we entirely ſub- 
mit our underſtandings to the di- 
rection of others, and our belief 
hath of mere neceſſity no other 
grounds to reſt upon beſides the 
ſuppoſed knowledge and veracity 
of thoſe who bring us up. And it 
is too certain, that in this reſpect, ; 
large majority of our fellow- 


creatures, like Sir Thomas More's 


5 ſon, continue to be children all 


their lives; partly from an indo- 


lence of mind, and in matters of 
religion partly from a ſuperſtitious 
3 timidity, 


„ 
timidity, they never once attempt to 
examine the caſe thoroughly, and 
think for themſelves, but content- 
edly take up with ſuch notions, right 
or wrong, as their inſtructors have 


T adopted for them. It is obvious 


therefore, that the belief of this 
claſs of men muſt be entirely at the. 
diſcretion of the ruling powers; 


"3 and conſequently, if ever the Le- 


gillature {hall think fit to eſtabliſh | 


=: baptiſmal creed diametrically op- 


poſite to the preſent, the majority 


of the people will ſtill go on to 5 


think themſelves bound to believe as 


ther godfathers and godmothers have 5 


; prom ifed for them. 


BesIDeEs, it muſt be obſerved: 


that as ſoon as ever any particular 


dcoctrines are ordained and counte- 
nanced by the laws, it becomes the 


intereſt of our ſpiritual paſtors, not 


, only to encourage in their flocks, | 
but alſo to practiſe themſelves this 5 


. babe. like mplicity of believing 5 
ver ba 
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verba magiſtri. J once endeavoured 


to introduce a free converſation 
upon ſome orthodox topics, with a 


clergyman of great good ſenſe and 
learning, and what is far better than 
both, of much moral worth; but 
he quickly fruſtrated my intention 
by telling me, thoſe were ſubjects 
| he never allowed himſelf to think 
about. The declaration ſtartled me 
at firſt; but his reaſon was obvious, 
and is the very ſame that operates 
upon the Governours of our Uni- 
verſities to admit no free and liberal 
diſcuſſion of religious queſtions into 
their lectures or public diſputations; 295 
for who knows but in the courſe of 
ſuch inveſtigations they might 
chance to run foul of ſome part of 
the eſtabliſhment, and ſo ſpoil their 
preferment:? As things now ſtand, 
it 18 certainly ſafeſt and moſt pru- 
| dent i in them, not to trouble their 
ovn or their pupils heads about ſuch 
| myſterious ang perplexing matters. 


Vet ; 


LY 1] 
Yet after all, is not true belief always 
founded in a full conviction of the 


mind? undoubtedly it is; and for 


any man to ſay he believes what he 


has never allowed himſelf to exa- 


mine thoroughly, 1 IS as direct a falſe- 
bod, as it would be for a man to 


ſet his face full Weſt, and affirm he 


ſay an object that lay due Eaſt from 
him, and of which he had con- 

ceived only an imperfect idea, 

from the uncertain and even con- 


tradictory reports of other men. 


Bur it muſt be confeſſed. tax . 


there are ſome who actually as 
believe even the contradictions of 


the eſtabliſhed rules of faith; and 


Who pretend to explain and defend . 


the orthodox ſyſtem, in an ar gumen- 
tative manner; but as ſoon as you 


Point out to them any particulars of — 


that ſyſtem, which are irreconcila- 


ble to reaſon, they tell you that 
| reaſon has nothing at all to do in 


matters of faith; that che objects of 
5 5 our 


. 28 9 


our religious faith are infinitely a- 
bove the reach of our reaſon and 
_ underſtanding ; and that if our be- 


lief were nor attended with ſome 


difficulties to our reaſon, there 
would be no merit in our behev- 
ing. The ſenſe of which laſt propo- 
ſition expreſſed in other words is 
exactly this, that if our mind was 
clearly convinced of the truth of 
what we lay we believe, there would 
be no merit in profeſſing our belief. 
Such men as theſe, whatſoever they 
may call themſelves, I ſhall never 
ſcruple to denominate Enthuſiaſts, 
oa. any regard to the ſtation or 
company in which they may happen I 
to be found. To argue the caſewith _ 
them, would be like trying to con- 
vince the poor ſtraw-crowned mo- _ 
narch of Bethlehem Hoſpital, that--- 
he has no right to aſſume a regal 
8 dignity: : he knows he is a king ; he 
s ſure he is a king: : and it were mad- 
_ neſs equal to his own to eng to 
undeceive Hin | Ex- 


TT 9 1 
ENTHUSIASM however, I am well 
perſuaded, is not the characteriſtic 
of our preſent Legiſlators; and if 
our religious eſtabliſh ment had been 
the work of your Majeſty's reign, 
Tam ſatisfied it would not have con- 
tained all the creeds and articles it 
docs at preſent. But ler me entreat 
your Majeſty, for your own, and all 
our ſakes, to reflect that when a law 
18 once m ade, itis kept in force from 
age to age only by the authority of- 
the Government for the time being; 
and therefore ev cry Legiſlature that 
ſuffers a law to continue unrepealed, 
which is kn wn to be unreaſonable _ 
0 unjuſt, is in all reſpects as culpa- 
ble as if klelt ad been the framer 


of the law; and as in the caſe of 
legal articles of faith, reaſon and 


jſtice ſeem to require, at leaſt, that 


rulers ſho! 11d not enjoin any tenets 


; upon their ſabjeQs which they do 
not cordially DENEVE themſelves ; 5 


1 eg that 380 r Majeſty and the 5 


M em- 


* 
Members of both Houſes of Parli- 


ament will think ſeriouſly and im- 


partially of the doctrines which I 


have hereventured to bring forward 


to the teſt of public examination; 
and if, upon mature deliberation, 
your Majeſty, and the majority of 
your Lords and Commons, can lay 
your hands upon your hearts, and 
declare that you do truly and ex 
animo believe thoſe doctrines, as 
they are expreſſed in our creeds and 
articles, to be right and true; then 
indeed, and then only, you will 
in ſome degree be juſtifiable for 
ſuffering our preſent eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment to remain uncorrected 
and unreviſed: I ſay i in ſome de- 
gree, for hitherto I have treated the 
legal doctrines in queſtion, as if they 
were in their nature equally indif- 
ferent with ſpeculations i in any other 
ſcience: but ſince articles and pro- 
feſſions of our religious faith, if 
they are not comprized j in the very 


words bs 


. 
words of Holy Scripture, can be 
conſidered only as additions to, or 


explanations of, the revelation of 


jeſus Chriſt, it is neceſſary to place 
theſe objects before your Majeſty, 
in a very different point of view. 
Your Majeſty's believing ſab- 
 jeQs are denizens of two very dif- 
| ferent kingdoms, the one temporal, 
the other ſpiritual ; the one a king- 
dom of this world, the other de- 
clared upon the higheſt authority 
to be a kingdom not of this world. 
In the firſt, they own no King but 


your Majeſty, nor any lawgivers _ ” 
| beſides your Majeſty and your Par- 


liament; in the other, they ac- 


knowledge no Sovereign but God f 
himſelf, nor any King and la- 


N 3 beſides * the Anointed of TE 


” moſt diſtant provinces, one of your 


5Jefts having, by a concurrence 


; of particular circumſtances, acquired 


Power 


"Now: ifin any f your Majeſty s 1 
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power ſufficient to keep his coun- 


trymen in awe, ſhould, without a 


legal commiſhon to warrant ſuch a 


conduct, aſſume authority to en- 


force upon them new laws, or 


to interpret old ones in a ſenſe, 


not only different from, but abſo- 
lutely repugnant to that in which 
they were originally intended; de- 
ſtructive of all faithful allegiance to 
your Majeſty, their rightful Sove- 


reign, and highly detrimental to 


their own molt valuable intereſts; 
it is evident that in ſuch a ſituation, | 
with whatever reluctancy and in- 
dignation his fellow citizens might 
ſubmit to the galling yoke of his 
wicked uſurpation, yet, till ſome 
favourable opportunity aroſe for 
them to repreſent their hard caſe to 
your Majeſty, and the oppreſſive 
tyrant could be brought to ſuffer 
the puniſhment due to his crime, 
they muſt be forced to kiſs the rod, 
Mough. to uſe the expreſſion of a: 


very 


L 38 }] 
very eminent Member of our pre- 
ſent Legiſlature) they would un- 
doubtedly think it a rod of iron. 
Diſguſting as the picture of ſuch an 
unjuſt uſurper muſt be to your Ma- 
jeſty's natural benevolence and love 
of equity, from the time that Con- 
flantme the Great fat deliberating, 


which of two groſs, antichriſtian 


errours he ſhould countenance and 
ſupport with his imperial power, to 


he eſtabliſhing the preſent orthodox 


ſyſtem of your Majeſty's Church of 
England; whenſoever the rulers of 
this world have interpoſed their 
temporal authority, to enjoin upon 


their ſubjects any religious tenets | 

which are not taught in the plain 

* language of the Goſpel, or to ſet 
forth any articles of the Chriſtian 


N faith, any terms of ſalv ation diffe: 
rent from thoſe which were at firſt 


appointed by Chriſt and his Apo: .) 
, es, mutato nomine de illis fabula 
narratur. As far as concerns the 


„ Ving 
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kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, the dif- 


tinctions of worldly kingdoms are 
perfectly evaneſcent: the prince 


+ and the peaſant ſtand there upon a 
level; we are all fellow- ſubjects of 


the ſame King, and fellow-ſervants 


of the ſame Lord and Maſter; and, 


without ſuch a miraculous commil- 


lion from heaven as I humbly 


conceive it is not in the power of 
any earthly potentate to produce, 
no Legiſlators can have the leaſt 


ſhadow of a right to uſurp a ſpi- 


ritual authority over any of their 


fellow- citizens in that heavenly 


kingdom; and, even if they were 
able to produce ſuch a commiſſion, 


it could never warrant their deviat- 


ing a ſingle tittle from the original 


dodrines of the Goſpel;  becaule 
the immutable word of God hath 
already taught us, that though the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt themſelves, or 


even the Angels of Heaven were to 
come and teach us 4 any thing diffe- 


rent 


J 


rent from that Goſpel, which was 
3 preached at firſt ; inſtead of heark- 
cening to them and believing them, 

we ſhould look upon then A A 


curſed. After fo clear and expreſs 
a declaration of the in{pired Apo- 
ſtle, it is manifeſt, that whatever 


gov ernours Of this world ſhallatany 
time preſume to dictate otherwiſe to 
their ſubjects 1 in matters of religion, 5 
than is already done inthe authentic 
{criptures of theNew Teſtament they 
mult do it at their own great peril: | 
and let ambitious worldly: intereſted 
c ecclehiaſtics inſtigate, ſooth, or flat- 
ter them as they pleaſe, they are 
actually guilty of an impious tyran- 
ny, an uſurpation of unlawful 
power in a kingdom that doth not 
belong to them; for which they 
will ſurely be called to a ſtrict ac- 
count at the juſt tribunal of Jeſus = 


g Chriſt. 


ON e other hand, if any men, 


i under the Farne -6f- a zeal for 


0 2 God, 


C 30 1 
God, and religion, endeavour to 
extend the ſpiritual authority of the 
kingdom of Chriſt, to the tempo- 
ral concerns of the kingdoms of this 
world, and in the name of the 
church to make the power of 
churchmen in any reſpect indepen- 
dent of the ſtate ; if like the Roman 
Catholics they attempt to ſubject 
the thrones and lives of earthly o- 
vereigns to the ambition, arrogance, _ 
and caprice of a ſingle pontiff, or 
ofa general council of eccleſiaſtics; 
or, like the levelling Anabaptiſts of 
old, teach that amongſt Chriſtians _ 
there is no ſuch thing as private 
property; they not only ſtand 
clearly condemned by the voice of 
that very revelation, under whoſe 
influence they pretend to act; but 
the firſt great natural law of ſelf. pre- 
ſervation gives every Legiſlature an 
undoubted right, by all the humane 1 


and prudent meaſures in their 


, power, to check the propagation © 


of 2 


T 83. 


of ſuch dangerous doctrines, and 
to inflict exemplary puniſhment 
upon every ſubject, who may in 


conſequence of them be led into 


the actual breach of any known 8 
law of the ſtate. 


Tus only influence which the ; 


laws of Chriſt's Goſpel « can in their 
natural effe& have upon the king- 
doms of the world, is to aſſiſt the 
power of the civil magiſtrate, by 
 ttrengthening and confirming the 
ſeveral bands of ſocial compact, in- 
| ducing every rank and order of 
men faithfully to diſcharge the du- 
ties of their ſeveral ſtations, more 
for conſcience ſake than for fear of 
human reſentment, and enforcing 
a ſtrict and uniform obedience to 
every juſt law, even in thoſe in- 
ſtances which eſcape thecognizance . 
of worldly courts of juſtice. For 
5 this reaſon it is aſſuredly the wiſ-⸗ 
dom of all Legiſlators, and if they 
are Chriſtians themſelves it is their 


. 8 3 duty 
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dat alſo, by all juſt and lawful 


means, to propagate and encou- 
rage the true religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt; a known infidel therefore 
ſhould never be employed in any 
important department of a chriſtian 
ſtate ; the public worſhip of the 


Deity, according to the rules and ” 


models preſcribed 1 in the goſpel, 
ſhould be every where promoted 


and provided for ; and proper 


officers 5 01 miniſters, in a due 


lub- 


— mnt 


— 


* It will not probably be i to. ſoine Pecleks. 
aſtics to be conſidered only as mere officers of the ſtate, 
but 'til! they produce miraculous credentials of their 
having received their perſonal commiſſions from God 


himſelf, T cannot bring myſelf to regard them in any 


other light, In our country, where the Chief Magiſtrate 
appoints every one of thoſe who alone have power to or- 
dain the inferiour Miniſters of the Church, they are un- 


doubtedly the creatures of the Civil Power; and had 
Conſbantine and his ſucceſſors put them all upon that 
footing, when Chriſtianity was firſt eftabliſhed in the 


Roman empire, ani deprived them of every degree of 


that unchriſtian temporal juriſdiction which they aſſumed 


and exerc ſed over their bretheren, upen the pretence of 
divine right, and ſpiritual apoſtolic authority, we ſhould 


_— — —— — — 


not now have known the corrupt „ © tat em e 
of ſuperſtition which hath ſo long diſgraced the religious . 
profeſſion of al! Chriſtiandom; or would the old: 
have beheld thoſe Horrid ſcenes of ſavage barbarity and 
inhuman cruelty, which were fo often ace d over, in tze 
names of Piety and Holy Zeal, and whoſe very ſtory a: 


m— 


ſubordination, ſhould be nd 


for the purpoſe of inſtructing the 


young and ignorant, and for the 


decent performance of ſuch neceſ- 


ſary ceremonies as muſt always 
have a religious tendency and con- 
nexion; as well as for the regular 
celebration of divine worſhip. But 
then this eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
built upon as broad a foundation 
as that univerſal church, of which 
our Lord himſelf was made the 
chief corner ſtone ; and which we 
are aſſured is calculated to receive 
the whole world into its boſom. 
Te ſhould refer only to thoſe great, 
uncontrov erted, fundamental truths 
of our religion, in which all men 
mult Are] who do not t entirely re 


8 


humane and feeling heart is! zar able to  pervſe E 


nounce 5 


[ © | 
nounce the divine authority of the 
Goſpel; and ſhould by no means 
have any partial connexions with 
the particular inferences and opi- 
nions of any ſet of men, howlſo- 

evergreat or learned; becauſe even 
they have no more claim to infal- 
lübility of judgement than the 
meaneſt and moſt illiterate of all 
your Majeſty s ſubjects. _ 
WHENEVER our eſtabliſhment, 


freed from its preſent narrow, con- 


trated ſtate, ſhall be expanded | 

upon ſome ſuch generous, exten- 

ſive plan; we may then hope to 
ſee the glorious ſan of truth and 


moral righteouſneſs {hine forth. oy 


amongſt us, in all its native force 
and brightneſs ; and that our holy 
religion, inſtead of adminiſtering 
to ſuperſtition, and the unintelli- 
gible controverſies of ſchool di- 

vines, will at length both enlighten : 
the underſtandings, and influence 
the hearts of its profeſſors. And 
ſince = 


1 
fince God does nothing in vain, 
and his avowed intent in the reve- 
lation by Jeſus Chriſt was to eſta- 
bliſh the practice of all moral vir- 
tues amongſt men, this is no idle or 
ill grounded expedctation; but the 


antichriſtian dodtrines that are at 
' preſent received as orthodox, are 


the very bane of all that morality 


which alone can render religion = 


valuable and amiable. When once 
men are taught to believe that the 
one thing needful in religion, the 


T thing which is before all others ne- 
ceͤſſary to ſalvation, is to acknow- 
ledge the truth of certain myſteri- 


ous propoſitions concerning the na- 
ture of the Deity and his pretended 


incarnation; morality can at moſt 
meet with but a ſecondary regard; . 

and, in thoſe inſtances where im- 
morality is natural and familiar, | 
will, by the generality of the peo- 


ple, be ſcarce attended to-at all: 
Was | 


C48 | 
Was your Majeſty to examine 
a little cloſely into the moral hiſ- 
tory of Chriſtiandom, from the eſ- 
tabliſhment of Orthodoxy at the firſt 
Council of Nice, to the æra of the 
Engl. iſh Reformation, your huma- 
nity would be often ſhocked at the 
crimes of thoſewho have been even 
canonized for Saints. And tho' 
that religious freedom which began 
to ſhew itſelf at the Reformation, 


and hath been ſo greatly increaſed L 


| amongſt us ſince the Revolution, 


ſeems, in ſome reſpects, particularly 
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in the great article of benevolence, 
already to have improved our mo- 
rals in a conſiderable degree; yet 
the many ſcandalous and notorious 
inſtances of vice and profligacy, 
which have occurred even in your 


Majeſty's own reign, too plainly _ 


prove how great a depth we {till are 


ſunk below the perfect morality of 
the Goſpel. Nor is there the leaſt 


Pape chat the general virtue of 
ES the 


ES 
the people will riſe higher, till there 
is a thorough reformation accom- 
E pliſhed 1 in all the leading articles of 

our faith. Till then our religion 
is idolatrous and falſe ; begot by 


the ſuperſtitious converts from the 


Greek academy, upon a few figu- n 


rative expreſſions of the Sacred 


Writings; and if we were weak 
enough to expect it could have as 


good an effect upon the morals of ß 


mankind, as might reaſonably 5e 


hoped for from the true and ge-. 5 
nuine offspring of heaven, the ex- 
perience of almoſt fourteen. centu- 


i ries, whoſe religious eſtabliſhments 8 1 
have been erected upon the very 


ſame foundation, ought. ane to 


undeceive 1 Us. 


Ir your Majeſty an the | great 5 


Council of the nation would . 
conſider this circumſtance with FE. 
ſmall part of the attention it de- 


ſerves, you would ſoon be latisfied 


5 thatif the religion of the Church of | 


 Kome 


TU 1 


Rome is wrong, the religion of the 
Church of England cannot be right; * 
becauſe the grand, fundamental ar- 


ticles of faith in both churches, are 


in all reſpects the ſame. Take away 
from a Roman Catholic the doc- 
trines of a Trinity, and of the a- 
panthropoſis of the Deity, or the 


apotheoſis of the man Jeſus (for 


both churches repreſent it ſome- 


times as one, ſometimes the other, 


Juſt as if there was no difference) 
and you at once deprive him of the . 
ae ſource of all his idolatry and 
7 


ſuperſtition. The magic efficacy of 
his holy water, the taliſmanic vir- 
tue of the ſignature of the croſs, 
would be entirely at an end; his 
crucifix would ceaſe to be an ob- 
Jet. of his adoration ; ; and there 


being no longer a mother of his 


_ God, his Ave Marias would be- 


come ridiculous. To which let 


me add, that if our modern fana- 


tics were to loſe the very ſame 


ſtrong = 


2 0 * 
49> 
* 
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5 againſt theſe eſtabliſhed doctrines 
may be brought within a ſmall com- 


"FT 45 i 3 
ſtrong holds of their enthuſiaſm, 


they would no longer have a pre- 
text to rave about that myſterious 
- ſaving faith, which, like the dark- 
neſs that was the curſe. of Egypt, 
is ſo ſubſtantial as to be felt; 
nor to fancy they have acquired e 
that actual regeneration and ne 
birth, which fanatics at all times 
have hunted after as idly, and 
With as little poſſibility of overtak- 7 
ing on this fide the grave, as fome 
mechanics have after the perpetual 
motion, and alchymiſts after the 
philoſopher's ſtone. 


Bor the merits of this argument 


pass, in the following form, in 


which I beg leave, with all becom- 9 5 
ing reverence, to ſubmit them to 

the conſideration and judgement 

of your Majeſty, and the whole eh 

. Legilature. . 5 


en" 
Let the bench of Biſhops de- 
clare, whether the Church of Rome 
is or is not that Antichriſtian Church, 
that corrupt perverſion of the reli- 
gion of Chriſt, which was prophe- 
cied of in the Revelation of St. 
Folhm, and in different epiſtles of 
St. Paul. The two Biſhops of 
Briſtol and Gloucefter have already 
delivered their voices in the affir- 


mative; the firſt in his laborious 


Aud highly valuable explication of 


the prophecies of Holy Writ; nee 


N other (if Jam not miſinformed) in 


the very intent and deſign of a lec- 


ture which he hath very lately 1 


ſtituted to be preached before one 
of the moſt learned ſocieties in your 


Majeſty's metropolis. But for fear 


all or any of the right reverend aſ- 9 
ſeſſors of that bench ſhould be un- 


willing to anſwer to interrogatories, 


upon ſo critical and delicate an oc- 


cCaſion; if your Majeſty will but take . 


7 the trouble of reading the three firſt 
verſes 


FT 


verſes of the 4th chapter of St. Paul's 


 firſtEp.to Tm. and compare the de- 


 ſeriptions there given with the Romſh 


doctrine of the ghoſts of the dead, 
the infamous falſehoods with which 
their legends are replete, the virtue 


they place in voluntary celibacy, 


together with their actually forbid- 
ing great numbers of their church _ 
to marry, and their ſtrict injunc- 


tions on particular days and ſea- 


ſons: to abſtain from meats; I am 


perſuaded you muſt acknowledge, 


diuhat not only the members of the _ 
Church of Rome, but all other no- 
minal Sil whoſe practices 
haue at any time correſponded with — _ 
thoſe diſtinguiſhing characters, are 
the very apoſtates of whom our 
inſpired Apoſtle preadmoniſhed mn. 
to beware. Of theſe Plendo- 
Chriſtians the word of Divine In- 
ſpiration ſpeaketh expreſsly, that 
they have departed from the faith 5 : 
of Chriſt's pa and . am 
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bold to affirm that if the faith of 


the Church of England be the faith 
of Chriſt's goſpel, the Roman Ca- 


tholics have never departed from it. 


They have indeed ſuperadded the 


article of tranſubſtantiation ; which 
1s inferred from ſcripture exactly 1 in 
the ſame manner, and is juſt as 
warrantable as the reſt; but the 
prophet could never call that, de- 


parting from the faith: a belief of 


KM Trinity and of the Incarnation, 
is the very baſis of their rehgious 
edifice, the ſupport even of tran- _ 
ſubſtantiation itſelf; ſo long there- _ 

fore as their church exiſts, they 
cannot depart from this orthodox 

Laith, for unleſs they continue to 
keep it whole and undefiled, without 
doubt their religion wull per ſh ever- 
laſtingly. From Sore one of 
' theſe two concluſions muſt Iinevi- 
tably follow; either that St. Pau! 


was a lying prophet ; or that not 


only the Church of Rome, but the 


Church 


1 „„ 
Church of England alſo hath de- 
7 parted from the true faith, as it is 
really taught in the pure Goſpel of 
A Chrit. : 
pP ERM IT me therefore, for Chriſt's ; 

fake, and for the ſake of all your 


Maajeſty's really Chriſtian ſubjects, 
with all humility, but at the ſame _ 
time with all the earneſtneſs the 


greatneſs of the cauſe demands, 


to conjure your Majeſty, and the 


two other branches of our Legiſ. 


lature, to take theſe truly impor- 
tant points into your ſerious and ma- 


: ture conſideration: points of which 8 


you yourlely es are every way as Well 
qualified to judge, as any, or the 


| whole body, of the Clergy. We 


call them Divine es tis true, but 


4 God knows that from his Grace 5 


the Primate to the lait ordained : 


Curate, if they are conſidered as 


members of that ſpiritual kingdom 15 


; which 1s not of this world, they 


3 have 


er 8 1 
have no more claim to Divinity 
than yourſelves; and as members 


of a kingdom which is of this 
world, Hey have not near ſo. 
much; and with reſpect to either, 
they can have no other means of in- 
formation, light, and knowledge 
than each individual Member of 
the Legiſlature, and every other 


man of liberal education, 1s e- 


qually poſſeſſed of. Examine tho- 
roughly then into the ſtate of our 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, and 
weigh all its doctrines in the 
heaven-made balance of reaſon 
and common ſenſe; no longer 
ſuffer the religious profeſſion of 
your ſubj ects to be a diſgrace to 
their ub ; nor let the 
invaluable truths and moral bleſ- 
lings of the Goſpel lie concealed 
and loſt in the ignorant ſuperſti- 
tious mazes of ſcholaſtic divint- 


ty. Allow your ARGS: to be 


taught 1 


7 'T 51 ] 
taught that it is not faith, but 
that affectionate love of . our 
fellow- creatures, which is in its 
very nature the fulfilling of the 
whole moral Iaw, that is the greateſt 
| and moſt eſſential part of. true 


Chriſtianity ; that faith, ſo far as 
it implies a belief of any propoſi- 
tion feſpecting the nature of God, 
entitles its profeſſor to no more 
merit, than a mirrour hath for re- 


flecting the object which is placed 5 


before it; bees without proper 
grounds of conviction no rational 

mind can believe at all; and with 
them it cannot avoid believing: 


ner wickedeſt of men therefore 
way have as high a degree of belief 


nds the moſt virtuous, and evil ſpirits, : 
on account of their ſuperior facul- _ 


ties and clearer conceptions, N 


much higher degree than either. N 


I Suffer them to be perſuaded that f ” 
ZH faith is meritorious, fo far only =" 
CC 


E 
it ſignifies a firm truſt and unſhaken 
confidence in the plain words and 
. promiſes of Almighty God; a ſort 

of faith which cannot be made 
known by any formulary of verbal 
profeſſion, but is to be evinced by 
an uniform practical obedience to 
. the divine laws, and by that 
alone; and that the man who lives 
on in the wilful repeated breach of 
any one moral precept of the Goſ- 


pel, (whatſoever nominal church 5 1 


. ſect he may profeſs himſelf amember 
of) is no member of the Church 
of Chriſt; for until he depart from 
alli iniquity, he cannot have the leaſt 


right to call himſelf after the name 74 


of Jeſus. 5 
'Trar the Gait and Far of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of all 
mankind, will be pleaſed graci- 
_ oully to aſſiſt and guide the neceſ- 
fary deliberations of your Majeſty 
and the eat Council of the r na- 


T's 1. 


tion on this momentous occaſion ;_ 
that your Majeſty's reign may be 
the glorious æra of the re union 


of the members of Chriſt's body, 


olf that communion and unfeigned 


brotherly love which ought always 
to ſubſiſt amongſt the diſciples of 


ourBleſſed Maſter, howſoever they Ti 


may differ as men in their particu- 


lar opinions; that the profeſſion _ 
ol Chriſtianity may in all ranks and 
ages of your Majeſty's ſubjects be 
inſeparably accompanied with the 


practice of true morality, and par- 


ticularly of thoſe ſocial virtues, of 
which your Majelty 1 is ſo eminent 

8 - an: example in your own private 

conduct; and that the Author and 


5 Giver of every good gift may bleſs 


pour Majeſty, and all your Royal 

Family, with every choiceſt com- 

fort of the preſent life, and with _ 
the full and perfect happineſs of 


a that which | is to come, is che 
D 1 - ferv Ent | 
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TN da the Dodrines of 2 Trinity, Z 
and the Incarnation, the Articles of the 
Church of England will, for very obvious 


= 88 demand the firſt place i in our atten= 
tion and regard ; next to them the Nicene 


Creed, upon which thoſe Articles are origi- 
nally founded; and laſtly, that logical pro- 
feſſion of faith, which we call the Creed of + 
| St Athangfu, 
- | 0 H A v. 


Wo ae RS 
CHAPTER I. 
07 the froe firſt Articles of Religion. 
8 E CT ION I. Of the fr Article. 


P. the firſt article of the Religion of our 


4 Church we are taught, that there 1s but 
one living and true God, everlaſting, without 


body, parts, or paſſions © of infinite power, | 
wiſdom, and goodneſs; the mater and preſerver 
of all things vifible and invi ble. To the truth 
of this propoſition, not only Chriſtians of 

we the various ſects univerſally aſſent, but = 
alſo Fews, Mahommedans, and Theiſts of 
every other denomination; except the moſt 
ignorant and unreflecting of thoſe idolatrous 2 


a nations, which ſtill ſubſiſt in the world. 


k remaining clauſe of this article is as 
tale etk and in unity of this godhead, there 
be thres perſons of one ſubſtance, power, and 


eternity ; the Father, the Son, and the Holy 


Ghoſt. A propoſition ſo exceedingly diffe- 


rent from the former, that not only all other 
Theiſts, but even many very ſincere and pious 


Chriſtians profeſs to diſbelieve it; and I am 
. fully perſuaded, that, notwithſtanding ſome 
5 ſuperficial appCArances' to the Sanur; as the 
Pro- 
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bs e 1 
; propoſition is contained in thoſe terms, no 
man ever did, or can believe it. I cry the 
' mercy of the ſelf- entitled Orthodox; but the 


cauſe of truth, and of the God of truth, being 


my only motive for troubling the public | 
with my ſentiments, | : am bold to repeat, 5 


chat, (unleſs all my ideas of the powers f 


the human mind deceive me) notwithſtand- 
ing the verbal and manual aſſent of ſo many 
thouſands of all ranks and ages, which hath 


been ſuppoſed to be given to it; it is impoſ- 


| fible for any man really and ex animo to have 


Is 


— - 1 — 


Nature has made man's breaſt no auindoau r,. 
IJTe7oIvꝑ publiſh what he does within doors, Hud. 
I ſhall perhaps be charged with great preſumption by 
ſome of my readers, for pretending to ſay they do not be- 
lieve, what they themſelves affirm they do; but they are 


not ſo ſecure in this inſtance under the Poet's authority 


as may be imagined. The powers of the human mind, 
and though we cannot tell all that our underſtanding is 


capable of, we can ſay with certainty what it is not. 
Every man is as good a judge of what he graſps in his 
hand, as he can be of what he believes with his under- 
ſtanding; but if one of the unfortunate inhabitants f 

Moor fields ſhould aſſert ever ſo Readily and gravely, that 


he could graſp the univerſe within his fingers, no man, I 


| ſuppoſe, in his ſober ſenſes, would give credit to his aſ- 


ſertion. There have been many inſtances of lunacy, 


7 32 1- 


Ty the firſt place, it is a direct contra- 
diction to what is aſſerted in the propoſition 


immediately preceding it: For in that, 
we are informed, that God is without parts, 
as well as without body; but in this, the 
Deity i is made to conſiſt of three very diſtinct 


parts; having not only different names, but 


(as is evident from what is ſaid of theſe three 
characters in the Holy Scriptures) offices too, 


as different as thoſe of the eye, the arm, and 


the tongue in our own body, acting like ſe- 
parate agents, not only upon all the reſt of 


the univerſe, but even upon each other. 
Thus Sr. Jol tells us that the Father giv- 
eth the ſpirit to the Son, not by meaſure. The --: 
meaning of which, according to the ſecond 
: Propoſition of this article, is that the firſt 


perſon in the Deity giveth to the ſecond per- 


ſon the third perſon in a boundleſs degree; 
though they are all three at the ſame time 
of one ſubſtance, power, 1 and . As 


; where the poor —_ hath talked 3 rationally, 15 
fo long as the converſation kept clear of the particular _ 
object of his madneſs ; but when once that was touched 
upon, reaſoning was all over; it was no longer the man Ce 
that ſpoke, but his diſorder, — Religious enthuſiaſm, 


— that ſpecies of madneſs, are very nearly : allied. 


this 
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this unintelligible jargon ĩs very far from being 
the language of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it is 
undoubtedly the duty of thoſe who maintain 
it, to ſhew us upon what authority, and for. 
what purpoſes it is made uſe of: But in 
whatever way they may be able to defend 
it, two contradictory propoſitions can- 
not both be true; the Deity cannot be with- 
cout parts, and yet conſiſt of three diſtinct 
parts; and therefore upon the footing. of 7 
reaſon and common ſenſe, which it is not 
poſlible for divine revelation to contradict, _ 
this article, like a houſe divided againſt it- 
ſelf, cannot ſtand. I ſay it is not poſfible 
for divine revelation to contradict reaſon 
and common ſenſe, becauſe they are equal - 
1y the voice of God; and whatever the voice 
of man may be, that muſt always be con- 


- ſiſtent with itſelf. 


Bur whilſt inſtances of the contrary : 


| abound ſo in every country, it will hardly 
de allowed me for an axiom, that it is im- 
poſſible for a man really to believe what is 
1 contradictory to revelation, reaſon and com- E 
mon ſenſe. However as all real belief muſt 
Cionſiſt in a conviction of the mind at leaſt, as 
- | fach; a kind of belief alone can be of anY: uſe N 
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I am ſenſible, that in theological queſ- 


tions, above all others, as being of the 
greateſt importance to mankind, ſophiſtical 
arguments and the indeterminate uſe of 
equivocal expreſſions, which ſometimes mean - 
one thing, ſometimes another, are abſolute- 2 
| ly inexcuſable ; ; | becauſe. they tend only to 8 
errour and confuſion, and miſlead us from 
. paths of truth, and rational convicti- 
For this reaſon, that I may avoid the 
. of ſophiſtry or equivocation in 
ſtating the foregoing axiom, I beg leave to 
bbſerve, that I do not mean, that i in order for 
the human mind to believe the truth of any 
propoſition, it is neceſſary it ſhould fo far 15 
underſtand its meaning as to have a com- 


-- 


to us in n religion ; becauſe St. Paul tells us 
that it is 4w7t/h the heart, (that is, with the 
underſtanding) man believeth unto righteouſ- 
neſs; J apprehend it to be an indiſputable 
axiom, that a man cannot poflibly believe, 
without knowing what it is he does believe; 
and that therefore, before the truth of any 
propolition can be admitted by the mind of 
man, it muſt underſtand the meaning of all 
thoſe terms of Which the Propoſition 3 is com- 


: poſed. 
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plete and adequate idea of every term in 


0 which it is compriſed ; but only that it is 


ed OS AB a ie, ©: 


neceſſary it ſhould have ſome poſitive deter- 
mined idea annexed to every term of the 

4 propoſition, and that every word ſhould be 
ſo expreſſive of the idea which properly be- 
longs to it, as to admit of being intelligibly 
explained; without this, though it were 


poſſible for one particular man to receive yo - 


acquire the knowledge of any truth, 


would be impoſſible for him to . 


cate it to another. 5 


Tus for inſtance, in the propoſition, 


Gedi 16 a Spirit, infinite and eternal; of the 7 
truth of which I am very fully convinced; 225 
though it is not in the power of earthly | 
| finite minds to have a perfect, adequate idea 
of ſpirit, infinity, or eternity; yet every 
one of thoſe words conveys to the mind a 
certain poſitive and clear idea, peculiar to 
itſelf, which is capable of being explained 8 
to others, and has ſo often been ſo, that 
whenever I uſe thoſe terms, my meaning is: - 
univerſally underſtood. Such a propoſition 
therefore I not only aſſent to myſelf upon 
0 rational grounds, believing i it to be true, but 
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am able to teach it to others alſo, upon the 
ſame grounds of reaſon and underſtanding. 


Bur when St. Paul in the courſe of that 


revelation, which he tells us was vouchſaf- 
ed him by our bleſſed Saviour, was caught 
| up, as he expreſſes it, into the third heaven; 
though there can be no doubt, but that 
he himſelf had clear ideas, and was con- 
vinced of the reality of what he ſaw there; 
yet theſe new ideas being acquired by ſu- 
pernatural means, and of conſequence be- 
ing incomprehenſible to other men, he doth 
| Not attempt to deſcribe to us theſe heavenly 
5 things; much leſs to make them an article 
of our faith; but very judiciouſſy inform 
us they were unſpeakable by man. A con- 
duct every way worthy of him, who pro- 
feſſed to teach only the words of ſoberneſs 
as well as truth, and who declared that he 


world rather - ſpeak froe words with his under- 
Nanding, in order to inſtruct 6thers, than ten 
thouſand words in a language not underſtood. 


LET us now review the concluding pro- 
poſition of the firſt article of the religion of 
the church of England, which. aſſerts, that 
in unity of the Godhead, there are three = 
: perſons f one A Power, and eternity, _ 
7 


„ 

45 Father, the Son, and the Holy O. The 
terms of which this propoſition is compoſ- 
cd, are all words pry common uſe, and ac- 

cording to their ordinary acceptation, are 

univerſally underſtood; but if the words 

Perſons, Father, Son, Holy Ghoſt, fignify 

in this place nothing beyond their uſual 
meaning, and are intended only to convey 
to our minds thoſe particular ideas, which 
cuſtom and the uſe of language hath annex- 
ed to them; the aſſertions of this part of 
the article, are partly falſe, and "ny 
_ childiſh and ridiculous. _ 
Pur original fignification of Perſon, what 
mo applied to animated beings, was the charac- 
der of external appearance of ſome particular 
man or woman; afterwards, by a very fa- 


„ miliar figure of ſpeech, it came to ſignify 

e the man himſelf, and accordingly Ris N 
ountinvally uſed, ſometimes in one of thoſe 

+ fignifications, ſometimes in the other. Thus 5 
VPhen in our tranſlation of the New Teſta- 
ment we are told that God 15 no reſpetter of 

of perſons, the obvious meaning is that he re- 
at garqds not the outward character, ſtation or 
„„ figure of men: And when Sr. Paul tells 

a x the Corinthians to put way Hon among 


e 5 3 


— ——z 


— — 
— = = © - _—_ x" -2-q — 
—— ©. LIT * n — — 2 


. 
if 15 
* Þ 
{4 
f 9} 
dpi 
* | 6 
| in 
L : 
3 
* 
1 


1 64 ] 


them that wicked perſon, we readily under- 


' ſtand, the man who had been guilty of 
the wickedneſs he was cenſuring. In this 
laſt caſe then it ſignifies one particular in- 
telligent being, which in this inſtance is 
human; but there is one, and only one 
paſſage in our Engliſi Teſtament, in which 
this term 1s applied to the divine being, vis. 
in Chap. i. v. 3. of the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, where the Meſſiah or Son of God is 
called 7he expreſs 1 image of God' s perſon, the 
Greek word is u... fo that here 
perſon is introduced to ſignify ſubſtance, 
If there be any other fignifications in which 
this word is uſed, I ſhall be very thankful 
to be informed of them; but not having | 


been able hitherto to meet with any other, 


I conclude that theſe are all the known ideas 
it ever conveys. I aſk then, in which of 

_ theſe ſenſes is it that the word Perſon is uſed, 
when we are told that there be three perſons 


in unity of the Godhead? or, which is the 


fame thing, that the three different perſons 
there mentioned, are altogether only that 
one eternal, almighty being, which we cal! 
God? To fay that three different beings are 
but one being, « or three difterent ſubſtances 7 


bur 


W 


but one > ſubſtance, is ſo evident a contradic= 


tion in terms, that all the advocates of the 


Trinitarian ſyſtem loudly diſclaim theſe 
meanings of the word per/on, on this oc- 
cCaſion. Are we then to ſuppoſe that this pro- | 

poſition only teaches us, that we may con- 


ſider the Deity as having acted with reſpect 


to mankind in the ther great diſtinct cha- 
| racters, of their immediate; Creator, their ; 
Redeemer by the meditation of his ſon Feſus | 
Chr j, and their Sanctifier by his Holy Inſpi- 
ration? If this were all, the doctrine might 
without any kind of difficulty be admitted, 
5 inaſmuch as by conſidering the many diſtin- 
, guiſhed exertions of the Birne power and 
goodneſs, it would be eaſy enough to repre- 


{ſent the Almighty to our minds, not only 


under three, but under thirty times three 
characters; and to invent allo a different ap- 
i pellation for each: as the antient heathen 
did by their Jupiter, calling him Opitulator, 
Stator, Feretrius, and a hundred other cha- 
f racteriſtic names. But the misfortune 18s 
that ſuch an interpretation as this is utterlyß 
irreconcilable with the other parts of this 
7 famous ſyſtem; and at the ſame time ä 
very childiſh and tritling, that none, but 
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the diſciples of Sabellius, will acknowled ge 


Rt. In what ſenſe therefore is the word per- 
Vn uſed in this article? The orthodox them 


ſelves will tell us, that they mean ſomething 


by it, which it is impoſſible to explain: and 


as this anſwer is all the information they 
ever received about it from their predeceſſors, 


it amounts exactly to chis, that ey mean 
they know not what. 


In like manner, the words Father and 
Son, when uſed according to their uſual ac- 


ceptation, are underſtood by every body; but 
then their meaning neceſſarily implies a pre- 
exiſtence of the F ather before the Son; and 
likewiſe, that they are two ſeparate diſtinct 


beings. In this ſenſe only are they uſed in 


common converſation, and in all the books | 
that I have met with, both ſacred and pro- 
fane, except the writings of the orthodox, 
and our book of Common-prayer. To tell us 


therefore that the F ather and Son are but 


one and the ſame being, or that the Son is 
cCoeval with the Fa ather, 1 is to ſubvert at once 


every idea thoſe words are uſed to convey to 


our minds; fo that when we hear of a Son, 
of one ſubſtance and eternity with his Father, 
the ſounds indeed are familiar; but it is as 


| im- 
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| impoſlible for us to comprehend the ſenſes 
| ſhould there happen to be any, as if it were 

A language totally unknown to us. 
AGAIN, Ghoſt or Spirit is a term uſed to 


denote an intelligent immaterial being, and 
agreeably to this idea we readily underſtand 


our bleſſed Saviour, when he informs us that 
God is a Spirit: and as God is likewiſe 
emphatically called Holy, and the Holy Hue, 
we may very properly ſtyle him the Holy 5 
Spirit. But then a name proper to the 
Whole integer of the Deity, can never be 
made uſe of with any propriety to ſignify 
only a fractional part of him; any more than 
the word man can be uſed to ſignify the arm 
alone, the horſe the hoof, or the bull the 
horn. Matter is ſaid to be diviſible in 
infinitum ; and ſcholaſtic divines teach us 
that the moſt perfect of immaterial ſubſtances 
is diviſible into three; but be their meta- 
1 phyſical diſcovery ever ſo juſtly founded, 
till a part can never be equal to the whole; 
one of the perſons cannot be all the mee; 
=> - and therefore if Jeſus Chriſt hath taught us. 
the truth, and the eternal Godhead i is but . 
one ſpirit, the third portion of the Godhead 
OT cannot be 5 complete ſpirit too: but the 


öÜj 


ol — 
— 
— 


- 


| 
{ 


44 
in 
| k 
IN i 
* 1 
117 
{ is 
l 44 
q 
nee 
TE 
1 


— 
— U ——v—⅜. 
22 - nr 


— — 
A — — 
— 


— 
— — 


- — - 
— ——— —[ä—ä— AI 


Hs 
word fo applied muſt ſtand for ſomething 
entirely different from what it is in other 
caſes uſed to denote, and of which we e have 


no kind of idea or conception. 


IN DEEP the defenders of this doctrine 11 
the Trinity are ready enough to acknow- 


ledge, that theſe words are not to be under- 
ſtood in this inſtance according to their uſual, 


literal ſignification; but they ſeem to ima- 


gine it a ſufficient apology for expreſſing 
themſelves in terms which nobody compre- 
hends the meaning of, to ſay that it is owing 


to the meanneſs Sad impotence of human 
language, when applied to a ſubject fo infi- 
nitely ſublime ; and that inſufficient and in- 


expreſſive as they are upon ſuch an occaſion, = 
they are the beſt and only words the uſe of 
ſpeech ſupplies them with. 


 Brreks we paſs judgment upon the con- 


duct of theſe profeſſed inſtructors of man- 
kind, let us conſider the ſtrikin g contraſt it 


makes, with the above cited behaviour 


of that learned and inſpired teacher of Chriſ- "2 


tianity, the great Apoſtle to the Gentiles. 
If he had ſet himſelf to define the objects of 
; his viſion in the third heaven; and to ex- 
- plain thoſe parts of the Revelations he Was 

by favoured with, which he himſelf declares to 


be 


[ 6 ] 
be inexplicable ; ; and to that end, had made 
uſe of common words and expreſſions, and 
warned us at the fame time, that he uſed 
them not according to their received ſenſe, 


but only becauſe there were none fitter for 
his purpoſe, none in any degree adapted to 
convey juſt. ideas of things ſo ſublime, and 
ſo far ſurpafſing man's Ae ; his 
diſciples might with much greater Teaſon es 
than Feſtus did, have accuſed him of being = 
beſide himſelf : and yet he would only have 
_ acted the very ſame part, which the Chriſtian 
world hath ſeen performed for ſo many cen- 
turies, by the ſupporters of the Trinitarian 
fſyſtem of the Godhead ; with this difference 
indeed, that the Apoſtle, having been fa- 
voured with miraculous means of intelli- — 
gence, did himſelf without doubt compre- 


hend every circumſtance of the heavenly 


viſion: whereas the compoſers of our articles, 
and even the Fathers of the fourth century, 
being bleſſed with no other powers, either 
pf receiving or giving inſtruction, than We 


> ourſelves are poſſeſſed of, could net poſſi bly 5 


have any clearer ideas of their own incom- 


. prehenſible doctrine, : than the terms, in 
8 which it 1s s expreſſed, convey. to. our minds 44 


this 


4 


[71] 


this day. But St. Paul, knowing that in 
the natural ſtate of man his mind has no 


inlet for the knowledge of ſupernatural 


things, which for that reaſon cannot be ex- 
preſſed in the words of any human language, 
Inſtead of madly attempting to make us com- 


prehend things in their very nature incompre- 


henſible, nay that he might even prevent any 
8 fooliſh deſires in us of having them explained, 
tells us plainly that they were words which it 
was impoſſible for man to utter. And whether 
it was the light of divine inſpiration, or the 
ignis fatuus of ſcholaſtic ſophiſtry, that firſt 
led the orthodox to imagine they apprehended 
the peculiar mode of exiſtence of the incom- 
- prehenſible Deity; if they would have eſ- 
caped the imputation of madneſs or enthu- 
ſiaſm, they ought to have followed the ex- 
ample of the great apoſtle, and kept all 
their inexplicable ideas to themſelves. But 


if inſtead of ſuch a prudent conduct they have 


wilfully gone about to ſubvert that liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made all his diſci- 
ples free ; if they have deſtroyed the unity 
and diſturbed the peace of the univerſal 
_ Chriſtian church, in order to compel their 
bretheren, toa verbal profuſion of Gocrines 


which 


— — 


IT nl 


which they themſelves did not underſtand, | 


and of courſe could not believe ; and if by 


8 theſe means they have laid ſuch ſtumbling- 


blocks, and rocks of offence at the gate, 


and in all the paths of Chriſtian knowledge, 


as prevent multitudes from entering in, and 


turn many that; are entered in from the right 


and true ways of the goſpel; thoſe of the 


preſent generation, who are inclined to fol- f 


low their pernicious example, would do 


| well methinks to conſider, that though our 
| Saviour | forewarned us, that offences muſt 
come, yet he at the ſame time denounced a 
7 heavy woe againſt thoſe by whom the Hence : 
_ cometh, If they have erected churches upon 
other foundations than thoſe which were 
laid by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles; 
and by propoling terms of ſalvation to the 
faith of men, which are not only no where 
mentioned in the Holy Scriptures, but 
are widely differ ent from thoſe upon Which 
ſalvation and eternal life are offered to us 
in che goſpel * ; let thoſe amongſt us who „ 
| | | | | 2 are . 


CY The rock of faith upon which the hitch of Chrit 4 


” was founded by himſelt, and the oniyx terms of admiſſion 1 
| | | Vs Mts 5 


E 
are ſtill deſirous to tread on in the ſteps of ſo 
corrupt an antiquity, go and learn what that o 
meaneth, though we or an angel from Hea- 


1: 
0 ven, preach any other goſpel unto you than 2 5 
„ that which we have preached unto you, let him tt 
il! be accurſed. _ ©. 
Wh , pretended indeed that the Father, =. 
6 and Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, and alſo the Holy — 
— | Ghoſt, are each of them ſpoken \ of 1 in he 4 
| "1 | Holy -— 
1.0 8 | EE, e . | 
„ into chat e the 88h profeſſion rel ot Wa 4 
Ciples during his life, was that declaration of St. Feen, 
mentioned Mat. xvi. 16. which the hiſtorian informs 4 
us met with our bleſſed Saviour's warmeſt and fulleſt _ | 


approbation; viz. that he was Chrift the ſon of the living 
God. But after his reſurrection from the dead, the truth _ 
of that fact alſo became for many obvious reaſons a 
very eſſential article of the belief of a Chriſtian ; and is 
therefore ſuperadded by St. Paul in the molt ample and 
explicit profeſſion of the faith neceſſary to ſalvation, that 
is to be met with in any Ye. the writings of the New 
Teſtament ; it is in Rom. x. 9. That if thay ſhalt confeſs 
with thy mouth the Lord ak and ſhalt believe in thine 
Heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be 
ſaved, This St. Pau! calls the word of faith which we 
preach ; theſe are therefore the only terms propoſed in 
the Goſpel, the glad tidings of the ſalvation which we 
have received from the intpired Apoſtles of our great 
maſter. But What are the words of the Catholic faith, 
thoſe tidings of ſalvation which were preached by the 
Fathers of t the fourth century; and which like the doc- 
trines of Mahommed, were eſtabliſhed then, and have been 
Jupparied eyer fince, merely by the force of ſecular 


authority 
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Holy Scriptures 8 7b > is er and titles 
of God; and yet the ſame holy books re- 
peatedly aſſure us, that there is but one God. 
If thoſe writings therefore are true, as being 


the words of that God himſelf, whatever 


difference there may be from the common 
ö acceptation of thoſe words, whatever ob- 
ſcurity in their meaning , when applied to 
this inſtance of the incomprehentible God- 
head, yet ſtill it is the language that God 
Himſelf hath Tpoken & to us, and 18 5 therefore 


— __— — 1 - 


- authority and the ford 4 the elk power! ? The . 
_ dex, that is to ſay, the infallible, though uninſpired pro- 
feſſors of that faith aſſure us, that whoſoever will be ſaved, 


5 and aveid everlaſting damnation, muſt believe faithfully D 


a certain unintelligible definition of the Divine nature, 
if alles a Trinity in Unity; ; and alſo the Incarnation: 7 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, viz. that he was compoſed of 
two different natures, Which by a kind of theological 
chymiſtry, became amalgamated into one Chriſt. If f 
theſe terms of ſalvation, theſe words of faith, are in 
any ſenſe the ſame with thoſe preached by St. Paul. and 
his fellow-apoſtles, I do not underſtand the uſe and in- 
tent of language; and if they are different, then the 


| goſpel of the orthodox is another goſpel than that we have 


received from the Apoſtles of Chriſt. It much behoves 


them therefore for their own ſakes (if they would ee | 


the ſolemn execration of the Apoſtle, as well as for the 
© ſake of reſtoring unity among Chriſtians, and healing : 
the wounds ſcholaſtic ſophiſtry has made, and fo long 
| kept open, in the body of Chriſt) to accompliſh the 
| Wiſhes of good Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and get mn rid of 


1 it, as . as they can, 
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very properly adopted by us in deſcribing his 
Divine Nature: and as the doctrine of the 
Trinity is deduced from thoſe paſſages of 
God's word, however unfathomable a myſ- 
| tery it may at preſent appear to us to be, it 
is our duty to receive it for true, on the 
authority of him who cannot lie; and | 
not to make our own blind and limited 

e the rule of our religious : 
faith. 5 


Is it were true hs the bacred: Spe 


declared Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


to be the ſame eternal God with the Al- 
mighty Father himſelf, in as full and direct 
terms as the latter part of our firſt article 
does, ſo infallible an authority might indeed 
demand our acquieſcence, and a patient ex- 
pectancy of ſome intelligible explication of 
a myſtery ſo obſcurely couched, from the 
great fountain of light and knowledge. But 


yet as the expreſs belief of this doArine | 7 


no where included in the terms of ſalvation 
: preſcribed to us in holy writ, it is ſurely un- 
warrantable i in any church to make it an ar- 
| ticle of religious faith, and declare the belief 


of it neceſſary t to eternal alvation ; and i in 
. the 


1 


the higheſt degree improper, becauſe even 
ſuppoſing it to be really taught in the words 
ol God, it cannot in the preſent unintelli- 


gible ſtate of the terms in which it is ex- 


preſſed, operate ſo far upon the mind of 
any man as to produce that rational convic- 
tion, which is eſſentially neceſſary to a ſin- 
cere and actual belief ot any 7 
: whatſoever. 


T's vindicate the ak and e 


: of this aſſertion, I beg the reader 8 attention 
to the following illuſtration. If I were to 
. tell a perſon unſkilled in the elements = 
geometry, but who underſtood what e 
terms an angle, a right angle, and a triangle 
meant ; t that the three angles of every tri- _ 
191 angle taken together, are juſt equal to two 
right angles; if he had a confidence in my 


veracity and mathematical {kill, he would 
undoubtedly believe the truth of the propo- 


ſition, tho' not with ſuch a degree of ſatiſ= 
faction, as if he was himſelf acquainted with = 
the ſeveral ſteps of the demonſtration ; and © 
in the fame manner, as we have a full and 

8 perfect confidence in both the knowledge 


and veracity of our Creator, whatſoever pro- 


-Þ Poſition he reveals to us, in clear and intel- 5 


1 1 ; 
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ligible terms, we believe to be true upon the 


moſt certain grounds of faith, though it be 
not perhaps capable of mathematical de- 
monſtration; but in this kind of belief it is 


highly neceſſary, that we ſhould be indiſpu- 


tably aſſured, that the propoſition we aſſent 
to is really and truly the word of God him- 
ſelf; without which prudent caution we 
muſt be continually liable to the groſſeſt de- 
ceit and impoſitions ; 3 for it is evident, that 
if through errour, or wilful miſrepreſenta- 
Y tion, I ſhould aſſure the perſon i in the ſup- 

poſed inſtance, that the three angles of a 


triangle are equal to one right angle, he 
mutt believe the falſchood, upon the very 


ſame grounds, on which only he could be- 
lieve the truth. 


Bur if 1 ſhould aſſert the fame propoli⸗ 


FO tion to an untaught infant, or an illiterate 
clown, Who knew not what I meant by an 
angle, a triangle, or a right angle, \ with- 
out explaining thoſe terms to him; or 

which would have exactly the ſame ef- 

fect, if I ſhould expreſs the propoſition to. 
ſuch an one in the Greek, I might perhaps 22 
teach him to repeat the words 1 me like 
Aa parrot ; ; and by means of an advantageous 


MY 


l 


bribe, or threats of keeping him without his 
food, might induce him to give an aſſent 
to it with his lips; but could a perſon in 
ſuch circumſtances, be ſaid. to believe ex 
animo, or, as St. Paul expreſſes it, with the 
heart, the truth of the propoſition ſo de- 
clared to him? Vet literally and exactly ſuch 
is our ſituation, with reſpect to the doctrine ; 
of the Trinity, from whatſoever quarter it 
3 it may be derived; and therefore the good 
old orthodox divine, whoſe faith was fo ready | 
"to ſwallow, though it could not remove 
mountains, might with equal propriety have 
added one word more to his memorable ex- ; 
. clamation, and aid, Credo, quiz credere 75 


impoſſit ibile 9. 


Bur to argue > upon a ſuppoſition that ITE = 


3 doctrine may be deriv ed from the goſpel of 


Jeſus Chriſt, is to make a very ncedleſs, 


and indeed a very unworthy « conceſſion. It is 
not here the place; or it were no difficult 5 
taſk. to demonſtrate (even upon the princi- 

hy ples of our own Church) that the doctrine 


of aTrinity 1 is not founded i in the Holy Scrip- 


tures. We have no guides of any kind to 


direct us in diſcove: ing what 18 the ſenſe of 
oY any 


9957 
$7087 5 


. 15 
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any revelation beſides our own reaſon and 
underſtanding; and therefore if human reaſon 


and underſtanding be not the rule of our re- 
ligious faith, it muſt be human folly and ſu- 
perſtition. God has no where given us the 
leaſt intimation, that the words i in which his 
revelations are expreſſed, have any peculiar 
and unuſual ſignification; and as it were utter] * 
inconſiſtent with his wiſdom and goodneſs to 
offer any inſtruction to his creatures, which 

he had made them incapable of compre- 
hending, we may be aſſured, that allowing 
for the well-known liberty of figurative 
ſpeech, which is ſo common with all, but 
particularly with the eaſtern writers, the 
words of divine revelation are always to be 
underſtood literally, and according to their 

wonted acceptation. 


IGNORANCE and Superſtition may think 


to ſcreen themſelves behind the veil of Myſ- 

tery; it is the very characteriſtic of that 

5 great and deplorable perverſion of our holy 
religion, of which we are fo fully warned, 
in its too generally unheeded prophecies. _ 
But a ſmall degree of rational reflection will 
convince us, that revelation and myſtery are 
- in 


I 791 


. their very natures as diametrically oppo- 
ite to each other as Chriſt and Anti- 
Chlriſt, light and darkneſs. St. Paul indeed 

talks of the myſtery of the Chr tian faith, 
and in another place calls it the wiſdom of God 
in a myſtery, even the hidden W1 »iſdom---which 
none of the Princes of this <oorld neu but 
then he adds that Cd hath revealed it unto 
5 25; and he alſo tells us that he and the other ' 
Apoſtles were Rewards of the myſteries of God; -: 
as ſuch it was their duty to initiate and faith- | 
fully to inſtruct their diſciples 1 in them; and 
therefore to Chriſtians, to whom our Lord 
himſelf has declared it is given to know the 
myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, no do 
trine of the Goſpel can be myſterious. The. 
things which it was God's gracious intenti- 
on we ſhould underſtand, he hath now fully 
explained to us in the revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and what is fo revealed, no longer 
remains a myſtery. If then the peculiar 
mode of exiſtence of the Divine Nature is 


actually there revealed to us, it is not now 


© myſtery ; 1 if it be A myſtery, it is ſtill hid- - ; = 


den from us, Kill unrevealed, and of courſe 


a thing which we have no concern with, 
74 and which we cannot without the moſt foo- i 
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lich as well as preſumptuous arrogance at- 
tempt to define. - 
Io propagate the doctrine of the Trinity 
therefore under the pretence of a myſtery too 
ſacred for us to pry into, is beguiling mankind | 
of their great reward of Chriſtian liberty, 
under the ſpecious ſhew indecd of a voluntary 
humility, but really from the criminal vanity 
of intruding into thoſe things which no man 
hath ſeen or can ſee. Such a doctrine is not 1 
in any degree a proper object of our faith; | 
and after all that has been ſaid and written 
indefence of it, I find myſelf forced to con- 
clude that no man ever did cordially and ex 
animo believe it; and I muſt regard that con- 
cluſion as the reſult of actual demonſtration, 
until I ſhall ſee it ſatisfactorily proved, either 
that Belief is not an act of the mind, but 
i merely of the lips; or that the mind of man 
can comprehend what 1s incomprehenfible ;-0 
or which appears to me to be exactly the 
ſame thing, taat it can believe without un- 
derſtanding what it is it does believe. 


SEC- 


Th 1 
SRC T-10-N- ut. 
of the ſecond Ar rick 


IF all mne branches of human learning, 


there is none, in which the inveſti- 
getien of truth ſtrikes the mind with ſuch 
clear conviction, and ids ſuch perfect ſa- 
5 tisfaction to our reaſon, as in the mathe- 
matics. We {et out with giving plain defi- 
nitions f the ſeveral terms we make uſe of, 
and then tote ſuch ſelf-evident propoſitions 
as We intend to "Argue from, and ſuch li- 
| berties a5 WO o e to be allowed us in our 
1 which are always what no rati- 
Cl being can object to: and to theſe fim- 
le uncontrovrted firſt principles, mult eve- 
ry ſingle prop: >fition we advance be ſtrictly ; 
and in all reipects conformable. With tuch 
prudent caution as this, each ſtep we take 
in the pachs of knowledge, we feel that we 
tread upon the firm and ſolid ground of rea- 
| fon, and at the end of every demonſtration 
are ſure we have found the truth. Mathe- 
maticians therefore never have any contro 


verſies about the truth or falſchood of their ; 


| doctrines. The diſcoveries of Archim-des 
have been univerſally acknowledged for true 
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by all ſucceeding ages; and muſt remain un- 


diſputed as long as the world endures. 
Ir was by applying mathematical princi- 


ples to the ſtudy of phyſics, in all thoſe caſes 


where experiments could not be had, that 


Sir Jſaac Newton ſo fully eſtabliſhed the pre- 


ſent rational ſyſtem of natural philoſophy. 
And by leaving Ariſtotle for Euclid, and 
| adopting clear and cloſe reaſoning inſtead 


of ſyllogiſtic ſophiſtry and the wordy tricks 


of the ſchools, Mr. Locke was enabled to 


make ſo glorious a revolution in the other 


ſpecies of philoſophy; and to baniſh errour 


and deceit from the abſtruſe regions of me- 
: taphyſical ſpeculation. | In the ſame man- 
ner if we would ever get at the truth of thoſe 
metaphyſical queſtions in our Theology, 
which have now been agitated amongſt 


Chriſtians for above fifteen hundred years, 
we muſt follow the example of thoſe great 


men; no longer be contented either to 


give or take words for things, and dream 


We have found ſenſe and conviction, in 
the mere jingle of unmeaning, unintelligi- 
ble ſounds; but muſt reduce our 1 to 


ſome clear and obvious firſt principles of rea- 


fon and Divine Revelation, and be careful to 
advance . 


4-4 }- 


advance nothing in our deductions, but 
what is ſtrictly conſiſtent with them. And 


were the ſame authority of the civil power, 


which, under the name of maintaining the 
cauſe of God and his ſervice, hath for fo 
many centuries been moſt. unreaſonably and, 
unnaturally exerted to preclude and deter 
men from making uſe of their unalienable 
| birth- right of private judgment; in order 
40 eſtabliſh a ſyſtem | of ſ{chool- -divinity, 
which could never have ſupported itſelf; 
were that ſame authorit! 71 ſay, to oblige * 


£4 2 N uy. 


he PO —_— 


5 l as. 


* * Notwithſtanding I 1 have 3 owfelf_ in this 


manner, I am very far from wiſhing the orthodox in their 
turn to be laid under the leaſt compulſion or reſtraint of 
any kind, by the authority of the civil magiſtrate. Let 
them if they chooſe it, even Kill continue to wear the ca 
of the fourth century, and pleaſe themſelves with the 
unmeaning jingle of its bells; but let them no longer 


prevail upon our rulers to oblige thoſe who have no ears 


bor ſuch kind of muſic to put the cap on too, or to de- 
prive the rational, as well as conſcientious Chriſtian 


of the means of performing the public worſhip of his 


705 Creator, in a more decent and becoming kind of head- 5 


dreſs. 


Ir the Legiſlature wont als confider that i in matters 


of Revealed Religion, it is of the utmoſt conſequence to 

mankind, that nothing but what is ſtrictly and indiſpu- 
5 15503 the truth ſhould be admitted 25 ſuch; and that in 
onder to diſcover what is true, the places peculiarly ap- 


n to the education of the public teachers of that 
revelation ought eſpecially to enjoy the moſt unlimited 
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every defender of the doctrine of the Tri- 


nity to begin with clear and intelligible de- 


finitions of every technical term he intend- 
ed to make uſe of in the courſe of his argu- 
ments; and to ſtate all thoſe rational axioms, 


or uncontroverted propoſitions of Revealed 
Religion, which ſhould be the ground-work 
of his Theological ſuperſtructure 3 it needs 
not the gift of prophecy to foreſee that this 
ſo celebrated ſyſtem would very ſoon follow 
ther whirl- -pools of Des Cartes, and the ſenſeleſs 
Jargon of occult qualities and innate ideas, 
But *till the or Hhodax- ſhall from ſome mo- 
tives or other be induced to adopt ſuch a 


plan of reaſoning, ſince it is next to impoſ- 


ſible to aſcertain the preciſe meaning of any 
one of their propotitions, + they muſt al- 


Nays 


* 


— 


* TA. 


uſe of every means + f raticual invelligation'; and to that 5 
end would interpoſe ſo far as to aboliſh all ſubſcriptions to 


religious articles in our two Univerſities, and leave The- 
ological queitions in their lectures and diſputations free, 
and open to the ſame learned and liberal diſquiſitions, 
With which every article of philoſophy is canvalled and 
examined; I am perſwaded that in one of thoſe renown- _ 
ed ſeminaries of religion and learning the Trinitarian 


ſyſtem of Di: inity would be generally exploded within a 


| twelv. month, and even in the er in the courſe of 
ſeven or. eight years. 55 


+ IF a man that was deſcribing the properties of the 
Wine A, B, C, ſhould tell you that ſometimes when 
2 HE : 


FY 


ways have ſo many ſubterfuges to recur to, 


that arguing with them, is a ſort of buſh-. 
| fighting with wild Indians, where the ſer- 
vice is ſo difficult and diſagrecable, and 
victory itſelf ſo little glorious, that nothing 
but a deep ſenſe of the pernicious and even 
fatal conſequences of their unwarranted 
doctrines, to the cauſe of true religion, and 
of courſe the moſt important intereſts of hu- 
man ſociety, could ever have engaged me in 


ths conflict. 
Tun words of the ſecond article which are 


intended particularly to deſcribe to us the 
ſecond perſon i in the Trinity are as follow : 
The Son, which is the word of the Pather, 
begotten from EVE? laſting LE the Father, Joe. 


** 8 1 4 4 . > — 


— ——— 


he 8 the angle 1 E 3 45 3 YT liclelf; 


ſometimes A meant the : anole B. d ſometi mes it meant 
the three angles A, B, 0 er; you would 
turn away from him and juſcly thin e Was diſordercd 
in his ſenſes. Yet whoever will conſu 22d page 
of th Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, acc: Np 2 to its: 
modern Syllogittic Champion, the Rector ol Piiciley in 
Kent, will find, that though the difti, a e 1, mes of 
the three perſons in the Deity are Father, Lon, ard | Holy 


hat, yet ſometimes the name Father, nine o * che 
frlf perion; ſometimes 7 th * ſignifies the Gon, and i, 10 mes' 
times it ſignifies all the three perions together. Whats: 


ever becomes of the ſu >lance, this is ſurely confound- 


ing the perſons, or elſe Ic *. ill be hard to ay what con- 


very a 


fuſion means. 
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very and eternal God of one ſbſlance with the 

Father, took man's nature in the womb of the. 

Bhe ed Virgin of her ſubflance ; ſo that two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to ſay, the 

Godhead and the Manhood, were joined gee 
ther in one perſon, never to be divided, wihere- 
of is one Chiſi, v very God and very an; 
who truly ſuffered, was crucified, dead aud 

buried, to Rates his Father t0 Us, and to. 
be a facri #ice, not only for original guilt, but 

alſo for actual ſius of men. 

Tux abſurdity and impropriety of talking 
of a Son of the fame ſubſtance and age with 
his Father, has been already taken notice 

of in the preceding ſection: Let us there- 

fore here attend to the other terms of which 
this article: 18 compoſed. The Word 7 the 

Father, is an expreſſion evidently founded, 

upon what appears to the orthodox to be 2 

parallel phraſe in the highly figurative lan- 
guage of St. John's Revelations; where the 

; perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour is deſcribed 


to us under the title of the Word of God. 
But if when a plain litera] definition of the 
articles of our faith: is intended, it can be of 


any uſe, or in any degree proper to adopt 
5 figurative modes of ſpeech, why are not the 


very 


— . . — ] ˖—— ARS - —— — 7 — = 


2 _ _ — 7 — 
— . e  — — 2 8 


"Tb 1 


ſame words made uſe of throughout ? and 


for what purpoſe is the word Cd in the 
paſſage of St. John, changed into the Fatſier 


in our article ? The term God, whenever it 
js uſed in Scripture, I conceive is univerſally : 


allowed to ſignify the whole complete Deity, 


which the patrons of the Trinitarian Hypo- 


theſis, tell us conſiſts of the three ſeveral 


perſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
_ Ghoſt. The word of God therefore in St. John 
muſt ſignify the word of all thoſe three per- 


ſons together, if the orthodox be orthodox: 5 


and as the Son muſt of courſe be one third : 
of the author of this Word, whatever it may 
be found to mean ; if the term Father in 
this part of the article ſignifies the whole 
Godhead, the Son is fo far ſaid to be the 
Word of himſelf; that i is, he is both cauſe _ 
and effect at the ſame time, which is a 


direct contradiction | in terms, and an abſo- 
jute impoſibility. But if, as one ſhould 
imagine from the obvious antitheſis between 


Son and Father! in this article, by the word 5 
of the Father, we are to underſtand the = 
word of only one third of God, the firſt of 


the three perſons alone; then . muſt ſay ; 


that ſuch an ex prefſion i is no where to be 
” met 
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met with in Holy Writ, from the firſt 


chapter of Geneſis to the laſt chapter of the 


Revelation : It is far from being warranted 


by any inſpired writer of the word of God; 


and is therefore of no more real auth. ri ity 
than the hiſtor y of Hell and the Drag: , or 


Mother Gooje” s Tales. 


TrESe difficulties. ariſe in the way of 


+ the or thodox doctrines, upon our conſidera- 
tion of the term Father only : But let us 
examine the term Mord allo; for it is Imoſt 
inconceivable how ſuch a term as that could 
ever come to ſtand for a perſon in the 
ideas of any ſenſible man. I 295 be not 
Greek, nor the Word Englich, the Trini- 
tarians ſhould either inſtruct us in their un- 
| known tongue, or at leaſt tranſlate it into 
ſome language that we do underſtand; 
I ill therefore for the preſent ſuppoſe that 


: 9 os is 48 plain Greek 48 any other expr eſ-_ 


ſion in St. John's writings, and the Word its 
ſynonymous term in the Engliſh language ; 


and that by conſequence whoever under- 
ſtands theſe languages! 18 as competent a judge | 

of the meaning of that term, as the moſt 

5 orthodox Theologian chat ever lived. 


Now 


"T & | 


Now ine words of which every language | 


is compoſed, cau be n{2d only in two ways, 


literally and figurz avely ; and as the very 
85 end and deſign of language 1 is to . our 


"mutually under lool, the. 98225 DE uſe of 


ſocech is by DO means arbitrary ; but ſome 
kind "= analog Jy 1 qui. ſite be twe⸗ n the fi- 


liter? Hand ordinary tile eon the e 


quently repcaccd Scriptuse oe ale, the 7 rd 
of God, is evidently either the doctrine or 
the commandment of God; and ſurely there 
is not the leaſt degree of analogy, between 
this ſen! C of the Word: and the commonly : 
received notion of the ſecond perſon in the 
Trinity. But as the obedience of intelli- 5 
gent creatures to the commands of God is 
al acknowledgment of his authority, and 
Divine power ; and as the power of God is 
almighty, and extends to every part of uni- 
verſal nature; ſo even inanimate things are 
often figuratively ſpoken of in Sacred Writ, 
as hearing his word and obeyi ing his com- 
mand; and thus the word | or command- 5s 


ment 
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world, tells us, that I: the beginning 
God ſaid, let there be light ;—God ſaid, let 
there be a firmament 3 and ſo on to every 
part of the creation. And in the very 
fame figure of ſpecch, the Pfalmiſt, when 
he week expreſs the ſame original diſ- | 
play of God's creative power, informs us, 
that he ſpake the word, and they were made, 

2 he commanded, and they vere created; and 

again, By the word of the Lord were the 

Heavens made, and all the loft 77 them by the 

breath of his mouth, Thus then the Word © 

of God came to be uſed in the Old Teſta- 
ment to denote the power of God, And 

as the diſpenfation of God's providence un- 
der the Goſpel was ordained to be accom- 

: pliſhed by the mediation of the promiſed _ 
Meſſiah, and we are aflured that all the great 
— predicted revolutic ons of this world, and the 
entire new Creation that 18 10 take place at | 


the 


90 ] 


ment, or as we ſometimes expreſs it, the 
Almighty Fiat of God, becomes a very na- 
tural and intelligible figure of ſpeech to ſig- 
nify the exertion of his unbounded power : 2 
And it is in conformity to this idea, that 
Maſes in deſcribing the wonderful exertion 


of the Divine power in the creation of the 


| "T or 'F 

the end of it,. ſhall be effected by his means * 
in conſequence of the eaſieſt and moſt for | 
liar tranſition. obſervable in every ns 
the ſame expreſſion that is uſed by Moſes and 
David todenote the Almighty Power, i is ſome- 
times in the writings of the New Teſtament 
uſed to ſignify the intermediate inſtrument 
of that power; juſt as in our own language, 
we call a Judge the King's Juſtice; becauſe 


he i is the miniſter of the King 1 in diſtributing 


juſtice to his ſubjects. Thus i in the 19th 
chapter of the Revelation, where . Jol * 
is deſcribing the e perſon of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our as coming a armed with the power of God 
to take venge ance upon his enemies; one of 
the fpurative titles by which he denominates 


him, 1s the Ward f God, that is, the inſtru- 8 


ment, or miniſter of God' J almighty power. 
And St. Paul in he firſt chapter of his firſt _ 
Epiſtle to the Cor InNthians, calls Chriſt, the 
Power: of Ged, and the 2wrldom of God, that 
is, the miniſter of his power, and the teach- 
er of his viſdom. And in: he eighth chap- . 
ter of the Ache of the | \poltles, we read that 
the $2.1; aritans who had conceived an high 5 


opinion of Simon th 1C ſorce 75 ; faid of him, = 


they could . | the 3 2 


1 
2 ia 


To | 

diſpenſer of the Divine power. When 1 
read therefore in the firſt chapter of St. 
Fohn's Goſpel, that, In the beginning was 
the Word, &c. as cannot with; any propri- 
ety underſtand the expreſſion | in it's hteral 
fienification, I conclude it to be the very 


ame figure of ſpeech, that is ſo often uſed | 


In other parts of Scripture, particularly in 
the firſt chapter of Geneſis, to which the 
words, In the beginning, evidently allude : 
And that the Apoſtle” s meaning when ſtrip= - 
ped of the metaphor is, that the Almighty 


Power was manifeſted in the beginning of 


the world, as related to us by Moſes ; and 
as his deſign 1 in this introduction to the Goſ- 

pel ſeems to be, to point out to us the diffe- 
rence between the diſplay of the Divine 
Power in the creation, and in the redemp- 
tion of mankind; the firſt being effected 

without the interpoſition of any intermediate 5 


agent, the laſt by the mediation of the Man 


Jeſus Chriſt; he goes on to inform us, that | 
mn the beginning, this power was with God : 


alone, and that God himſelf was the 1 imme j 


_ diate agent of his own omnipotence Oed „ 6 
Nes. But when he enters upon the Hiſtory of _ 
the mediator he tells us the manner of God's 


exert- 


a 


exerting his omnipotence was changed ; 


6 Ab ang, Mero, fleſh was made the word, 
a man was made the great power, that is, the 
inſtrument of the great bone of God. 
Tur Engliſh reader will, perhaps, be 
ſtartled t my tranſpoſition of the words in 
tranſlating theſe two celebrated ſentences; 
but he that is at all acquainted with the Greek 
language knows very well that the mere an- 
tecedent or ſubſequent poſition of a noun in 
any ſentence contributes nothing towards 
determining its proper ſituation Wwhen 
tranſlated into our own tongue; and that 5 
wherever a verb i 18 ſubſtantive, it is the ap- 5 
parent ſenſe of the ſentence alone, that can 


lead us to judge which noun 18 the govern- 


ing and which the governed. I. has indeed 
been ſometimes afſerted, that the article, "oY 
prefixed only to one of the nouns, deter- 
mines that noun to be the ſubject, and the 
other the predicate; 15 but our tranſlators of: Ss 
| the New Teſtament underſtood the real EL 
_ uſes of the prepolitive article much better 
than the authors of this remark; as appears 5 
in many inſtances, particularly i in Rev. vi. 8. 
dete e o Savers. and Col. iii. 11. T& mare e 
% 7] 2 Xpi5%5. Ref firſt of which they have 

: very 


ES 17 
11740 


1 


= LN ” _— _ __ 
wy - 4 p< ——_— x n wo 8 : - _ NY 
r g N . V7" 22 VE I SRL S 
PP F 
py 1 k ” . - 7 


2 : 
p * —2 
A — 2 — 2 = I = 
— 2 — . en gs — * 
— 2 — — — — - — — 
— * 1 * — 2 g — 2 — + — — 
— _ — 
— = * ACTS ama ˙ eo D 2 — — —— * — 
eat x. — 1 © —=_ —— — Trey | - ts te — — T ——— — — 
5 2 — — r — rn — — 
,__ 2— ; X Den 2 - — * — 
Pa . : — — a — — 
* - 9 8. —— — — = 5 * —— — — 
— — o — — — — — — 
> ES 


we ff 

OI — 2 * 
ne < ? 

A -- * 

=> $ LN 
ya PERS 


9 >) . 
. 
— >. AY —_— 7 
. % * 
> —— — 


* 5 
* = gw 4 2 
—_ eg > > 
— 2 : 
— * - 
» 090+ 2 — 
4 £ 


_ * * 9 8 x * = - — e . 4 
— 5 q 0 822 5 x SY * 09” + | or 2 — I — 
= — 2 - 3 — ß Eet ET 7. * — r—— — — —³ — 
— — - 2 — — ny - — 5 2 INT * mu N 10 _ — — a — — ä 5 
— 2 Set 4 Ds wy 3 9 A — — r N — * — — N A 
2 — — - T * wy 1 — ad 0 — 2 2 > 2 J 
- - * I 8 S 2 þ nt — 5 — — — — — — — a 
A NN "it ”” es * = — —— * —_— 
n 5 - = 


| 
F * 
I 
: 4 / 
: 
; 
13 
. 
Th 
EY 
Ts 
ns 
an 
oh 
24 
4 
— N * 
H 
Pi o F 
G x 
"3 
- 19) BY 
E 5 8 
- 22 
N 
. * 
193 2 
43a 
* Fs 
4 , 
. = - Une 
hi * $5 
-- 2 
LO . 
11 9 
8 
7 
3 = 
01 
» þ ov 
7 WEE 
«nd; 
4 * 
1. 
71 
pe \ 
oh £ * +438 
7 . 
4:3 
n 
„ 98 
* ; 
Wo 
I "1 
* 
It 
Wt 
HK. 
+4. 
„ ol 
t 3 * 
"IH 
„ 
. 
1 
* 
8 
its 
4 
—_— 
. 
I? 72 
ny, 
$'s 73 
af * 
3% "43 
N it 4 
2d nl 
E 
1. ! 
E 
- 4 <P 
7 8 
a 4} by 
* CF 
4. 
be 
4: W%S 
« I. 
1 4 
%% 
4 
FUSS 2 
1.502) 
14-81 $$ 
55 4 
4 
. 
"4 $44) 
. 
153 
oe. 7 
. 14 
8 38 
WEE 
q <3” 
"S 14! 
"7 
wo, 11 
* . 
715 
— 
$ | 
N 7 
0 14 A1 
* 
* 
5 i 
2 7 
by 4 
1 


[ 94] 


very properly rendered hie name was death; 


and the other, Chiriſt is all, and in all. 
Bur though I. would not take the leaſt 


liberty in tranſlating a paſſage of Holy 


Scripture, to favour- my private opinion, 


without alledging my reaſons for it, and 
endeavouring to ſhew it is allowable ; the 


orthodox have thought proper to take that 


liberty with the chapter now before us, in 
ſupport of their ſyſtem of perſonality, in 


manner truly unwarrantable. Of this I have 


a very manifeſt proof now lying upon my 
table. It is the tranſlation of the New Teſ- 


tament, | publiſhed by authority in | the reign - 
of Edward the ſixth, and reprinted under 
Queen Elizabeth, cum privilegio Regie Ma 


jeſtatis; in wh ich (though the manflams 


Was evidently a ſtrict Trinitarian) the firſt 
verſes. of St. Joſin's Goſpel are rendered 


thus: In the beginning was the Tord, and 


tlie word was with God, and God was the 
word, The ſame was in the beginning with 


Cod. All things were made by it, Py wWIth- 

| ou? it Was a de nothing that was made, it it 
2 Lage, MC. Now the patrons of the doc- 
trine of a Trinity have at all times ſhewn 
themſelves much too well killed in logic, 


not 


T9] 


not to know that according to all the rules 


of verbal propriety and good writing, when 


once a metaphor is introduced into a ſen- 


tence, it ſhould be kept up and continued 


; throughout; that therefore the correſpond- 


ing relatives ſhould always, except in a Pro- 
ſpopeia, agree with the figurative word in 
it's uſual and literal, not according to it's 
metaphoric ſignification; and that of conſe- 
quence King Edward's tranſlator, whatever 
might be the meaning of St. John in the 
term Word, was very right i in making uſe of 
the neutral pronoun it, which he could not 
have exchanged for the perſonal him, without 
a manifeſt violation of the rational uſe of 
ſpeech, and even making nonſenſe of the 


ſentence : Yet this very alteration Was made 


by the ſucceeding tranſlators, and fill Sn. 
tinues in the only authoriſed verſion of the 
New Teſtament. I will illuſtrate my mean- 


ing by another figurative ſentence out of 


the very fame Goſpel of St. Yohn. In the 
beginning of the 15th chapter our Blefied 
Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, | J am the. 


true vine, and my F ather i is the huſbondman 5 
===every branch that beareth fruit, he purg- 


eth it, that it e, ri mg Jt he more Fruit, 
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Now in the firſt chapter the term Word is 
ſuppoſed by the Trinitarians, and by them 
only, to fignify a divine perton ; and in the 

fifteenth the phraſe every branch is univer- 


ſally acknowledged to fignify every diſci- 2 


ple of Jeſus Chriſt ; conſequently the term 


branch, in this place of the Apoſtle's writ- 


ings, ſignifies a human perſon: Let us 


thivefors take the ſame liberty with this 


ſentence, that King James's tranſlators have 
taken with the other, and fee what effect 


it will produce.----[ Ain the frue vine, end. 
3. ather is the huſbandman,-=-ever * branch 
| that beareth fruit, he purgeth him, that he 
may bring forth more Fruit. Jam perſuad- 


ed that there is not one of all the writers 


upon the Trinity, who would not have been 
aſhamed to pen fo abſurd a ſentence ; and 
as this latter paſſage hath no connection with 
the adopted ſyſtem of thoſe gentlemen, the 


Hiſtorian was in no danger on this occaſion _ 


of being ſo ridiculouſly miſrepreſented to 


his Engliſh readers. But in the other cafe, 


| (as i in many more that might be produced) 


the orthodox, not content with having pre- 
vailed upon the civil magiſtrate to uſurp an 
authority in a Kingdom which does not 


belong 7 


T. 9 


| belons to him, in order to eſtabliſh their | 


_ own idle conceits, and enthuſiaſtic reveries 
as articles of the Chriſtian faith, and terms 


of eternal ſalvation, have dared even to per- 


vert the word of God itſelf; and were re- 


ſolved to make Holy Scripture ſpeak in fa- 
vour of their ſuperſtition, though they ſhould 
at the ſame time make it ſpeak nonſenſe and 
abſurdity. Indeed the whole uſe they make 
of this firſt Chapter of St. Fohn, is the moſt 
illogical and unfair that can be. The two 


things in queſtion between them and their 


opponents, are, Firſt, Whether the Scrip- 
tures any where reveal to us a threefold dif- 

tinction of perſons in the Deity, that is to 
ſay, whether there be any foundation at all 


for the doctrine of a Trinity in Unity. 
Secondly, Whether, ſuppoſing that ſhould be 


the caſe, the Apoſtle by the term Mord in 
this chapter means the ſecond perſon in that 
Trinity, or ſomething elſe. Both theſe points 

in debate the Triaitarians are pleaſed to take 


for granted in their interpretation of St. 


1 Toln's Goſpel, and with ſuch a confident 1 
aalſſurance, as nothing but Orthodoxy, (which = 
implies in it, an infallible certainty of the 
rightnele of their opinion) could ſurely have 
P inſpired 
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inſpired men with, produce this very chapter 
as one of the cleareſt Scripture proofs, of the 


truth of the doctrine in dipate 80 much 


for the Word of the Father. 
Tux next deſcription given us by our ar- 

ticle of this ſecond perſon of the Trinity is, 
that he is begotten from everlaſting of the Fa- 


ther,—What a world of nonſenſe and pole- 


mic divinity would a few plain definitions 
deliver mankind from! At preſent it ſhould 
ſeem that the Orthodox and Heterodox, tho' 
they expreſs themſelves in the ſelf-ſame _ 
words, are really talking two different lan- 
guages; at leaſt that the Orthodox, who in 
their diſcourſe and writings upon other ſub- _ 
jects appear to uſe the words of their native 
language, in the ſame exoteric ſenſe with 
the vulgar and prophane, have an eſoteric 
meaning annexed to the ſame words upon 
religious topics, quite peculiar to themſelves; 
and when any of theſe ſage myſtagogues 
ſhall vouchſafe to initiate me into the pro- 
found arcanaof their ſacred dialect, I may per- 
5 haps be able to argue with them in their own | 


way: till then I am obliged to underſtand | 
Engl iſh words according to their common 
vernacular acceptation, though I meet Sn 


| 
|: 


— 


them under the reverend title of Articles of 


| Religion, or in formal profeſſions of the Ca- 
| tholic and right faith. To me therefore the 


g word Begotten neceſlarily infers ideas of three 
| ſeparate and diſtinct Beings, the Begetter, 
the Begotten, and the perſon on whom he 
was begotten ; and the very term Begotten, 
as it alludes to the performance of a parti- 
cular action, muſt alſo imply in it a parti- 
cular time when that action was performed, 8. 
and of courſe a time before that action was 
performed; and as the very definition of 
everlaſting 1 is, that which is without begin- 
ning as well as without end, to talk of per- 
ſon begotten from everlaſting, is to compoſe 8 
a ſentence of words the moſt directly contra- 
5 dictory to each other; it is to tell us of a thihg 
that was begun, without any beginning, of 
8 finite infinite, or an immortal mortal; yet 
with ſuch unnatural excrement of ſchool- : 
men's brains, ſuch ſhameful filth and rubbiſh 
as this, hath the pure ſplendour of the 
Goſpel of truth been ſullied and obſcured, 8 
4 for almoſt fifteen hundred years. 
a THE man Jeſus of Nazareth, who on 
3 many accounts is juſtly ſtyled i in Scripture 
T1 the Son of God, we know was miraculouſly 
; 5 E . begotten . 
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8 1001 
begotten by the creative power of the 
Higheſt, and born of the Virgin Mary ; but 
then we know likewiſe with tolerable exact- 
neſs the time of his conception, and his 
birth; ſo that he cannot be ſaid to be begotten 
From everlaſting : and if the orthodox have 
any private revelation of a Son of God an- 
tecedent to the birth of Jefus Chriſt, I 
hope they will at length look with an eye 
of Chriſtian conipatiion upon the 1 ignorance 
of their unenlightened bretheren, commu- 
nicate their hidden ſource of ſuch wonder- 
ful as well as divine knowledge, inform us 
whom or what he was begotten upon“, and 
how 


0 * — 


'* The fathers of the Goa century, who were, pro- 5 
4 ſpeaking, the fathers of the orthodox notion of a 
Trinity, were much more reaſonable in this reſpe& than 
their followers have been in later times. "They did not 
pretend to have diſcovered a generation of the Word, or 
Son of God, without being able to explain to us what 
their diſcovery was, by deſcribing the manner of that ge- 
neration, and referring to thoſe paſſages « of Holy Scripture, 
from which they deduced their opinion. The chaſte, and 
as far as the doctrine of a Trinity is concerned, the 
orthodox Saint Tertullian, in his book againſt Praxeas and 
the Parropaſſians (which by the way, | howſoever | para- 
doxical it may appear, is a kind of ſtore-houſe of argu- 
ments, for both the Trinitarians and the Arians) gives 
2 very full and como lete account of that celeſtial ge- 
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| how it is poſſible for him to be from ever- | 
laſting, who was ever begotten at all. For 
my own part, if it had not been for articles 


and creeds, I ſhould have reſted perfectly 


contented with thoſe ineſtimable treaſures of 
wiſdom and inſtruction, that are contained in 


the Bible. But I have long ſearched dili- 


gently and attentively every book and page 


of both the Jewiſh and Chriſtian covenants; 
and God, who ſees my heart, knows, with 
no other than an humble and ſincere deſire 
to learn his will and his truth : and I have 
never yet found the leaſt mention made i in 
| thoſe Sacred Writings, of he'd other perſon, 


8 . 5 empha- 


oa. 


_ 2 


neration ind nativity As follows 


< tum, cum pararet celum aderam illi ſimul. Exinde--- 


"ON procedendo filius factus, primogenitus, ut ante omnia - 
** genitus, & unigenitus, ut ſolus ex Deo genitus, pro- 
prie de VULVA cokpis IPSIUS, ſecundum quod & 


cc 


spater 4pſe teſtatur, cructauit cor menm Sermonem opti- 


37 


their doctrines were founded ; and I hope, that in imi- 


tation of ſuch truly ſaudable frankneſs, in the next | 
edition of our Nicene Creed, after the words begotten e 

bis Father before all worlds, we ſhall fee inſerted de vu, 

cordis 2 us, faithfully: tranſlated. for the cdification of -- 


9 


=<© Bc eſt nativitas 
e perfecta Sermonis, dum ex deo procedit conditus ab 
< eo primum ad cogitatum in nomine Sophiæ, Dominus 
© condidit me initium viarum. Dehine generatus ad effec- 


This was at leaſt dealing honeſtly with their 
| diſciples, and letting them ſee clearly upon what grounds 


vp 


89 
12 


FIN 
bn 
is 


TE 2 
_ emphatically denominated, the Begotten of the 
Father, or the Son of God, beſides the man 


Jeſus of Nazareth whom God hath made both 
Tord and Chriſt ; or as St. Peter expreſſeth 
it in another place, in terms ſtrictly ſynony- 

mous, whom God anointed with his holy inſpi- | 

ration and power. SY 


OUR 


— — 


9 


nn. 


our fair countrywomen. A little farther on, after quot- 
ing ſuch ſentences out of the books of Pſalms and Pro- 
verbs, as he thought ſuited his purpoſe he draws from 
them the following concluſion :---<* Apparet unam 
© eandemqz; vim eſſe, nunc in nomine Sophiæ, nunc in 
- -* apellatiane dd is nfs 5 
Now who is there, that in this genealogy of the Son 
of God, as taught in thoſe early times, does not plainly 
trace out the veſtigies of the heatheniſh fable, concern- 
ng the generation of Minerva? the only differences are, 
that the ſeat of Jupiter's conception of his daughter was 
his head, but Jehovah's conception of his ſon is ſup- | 
poſed to have been effected in his heart; and whereas the | 
ancient mythologiſts were obliged to have recourſe to the 
rough aſſiſtance of Vulcan's hatchet, to accompliſh the 
happy delivery of their Deity ; the more gentle and 
ſkilful man-midwives of the ſecond century took care to 
haue the divine Heart ready provided with a vulva. There 
is alſo another very ſingular circumſtance in which they 
differ, which is, that the heathens always regarded the 
motherleſs offspring of Jupiter as a female; but theſe _ 
orthodox teachers of what they called Chriſtianity, by 
| ſometimes ſpeaking of Jehovah's ſelf-conceived progeny, {| 
as of a female under the name of Sophia, ſometimes as | 
of a male under the apellation of the Word, ſeem to have 
imagined that their Minervus was an Hermaphrodite. 
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' Ovn article proceeds to inform us, that 
this everlaſting begotten Son of the Father is 
the very and eternal God, a title, which can- 
not ſurely even in the account of the or- 
thodox themſelves ſtand for leſs than the 
whole complete and perfect Deity ; and as 
all the three perſons of the Trinity are ſaid 
to be exactly equal, the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt likewiſe muſt each of them be 
the very and eternal God. I will not infer 
from hence that the orthodox believe there 
are three very and eternal Gods (though 1 
really think that with them the Deity anus 
dict tres tamen efſe ſolet becauſe the article 
The uſed in this place ſeems to confine us to 


the unity of the Godhead: but I ſhould ima- 


gine, that whoever introduced this expreſſi- 
on into the ſecond article, muſt have been a 
: diſciple of Sabellius; and conceived that the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are the very 
fame individual perſon under three different 
denominations; and conſequently he ſame 
very and eternal Oed; for otherwiſe, accorl- 
ing to the doctrine of the preceding article, 5 
this aſſertion of the Son is entirely falſe; we 
are there taught, that all the three perſons 
together make vp but e one perfect and com- 
Br plete 
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plete God; and therefore no one of thoſe. 


perſons conſidered diſtinctly can be any more 
than one third of, The very and eternal God. 
Wx are next told, that the Son of one 


 fubſtans ce with the Father, took man's nature 


in the womb of the Bleſſed Virgin, of her ſub- 


ance ; ; fo that two whole and perfect natures, 


that is to fay the Godhead and the Manhood, 


were joined together in one perſon, never to 


be divided, whereof i is one Chr jt, very God 
and very Man. 


IT is certain that we read in Scripture of = 


three diſtinct ſpecies of intelligent beings, 


which muſt therefore point out to us three 


different kinds of natures, the Divine, which 
is peculiar to that one omnipotent incompre- 


henſible Spirit, whom wie call God; the 


Angelic, which is common to many, and ; 


the Human Nature, which 1 is likewiſe com- 
mon to many. There are al ſo ſeveral other 
animal natures upon earth, beſides our 


own; but each of theſe have ſuch different 
eſſential properties, ſuited only to their own 


| particular ſtate of exiſtence, that to a plain 
man they ſeem abſolutely incompatible with 
| each other: and yet I ſhould ſooner believe 
that the nature of men could be united with 


that 


r 

that of fiſhes, fowls, or beaſts; and recur 
to the old fabulous Chimeras, Scy/las, Har- 
pres, and Centaurs, than be perſuaded that 


the infinitely excelling nature of Almighty 


| God could be, as it were blended together 
in one compound being ; and inſeparably 


united to the nature of an unformed embryo 
in the womb, a puling infant, and a mor- 


tal man. Indeed the whole of this ſo ce- 


lebrated hypoſtatic union, and the conceit 


of God's deſcending from Heaven, and tak- 


ing our nature upon him, ſavours ſo ſtrong- 
ly of the ideas of the Lycaonians, who upon 
ſeeing the Divine Power exerted in the per- 


ſons. If Paul and Barnabas, cried out, the 
Gods are come down fo us, In the 2 22 of 
men, that I have no doubt of its being 


derived from the very ſame ſource of "SB 
theniſh idolatr y. I thank God [ have ſuffi- 
ciently the uſe of my ſenſes, to be quite 
certain that ſo abſurd a fiction 1 is no where 
to be met with in Holy Writ. It is far 
more worthy the metamorphoſes of the Ro- 
man mythologiſt, than the rational and ſober 
daoctrincs of the Goſpel « of Jeſus Chriſt: and 1 
moſt lincerely wiſh that all whon now eſpouſe | 
and": 
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and propagate it, would ſeriouſly and tho- 
roughly examine the grounds on which it is 
built; and conſider whether ſuch a doctrine be 
not impious, and even blaſphemous. 

Tur contradictions and inconſiſtencies of 
ſo groſs a fable, will immediately appear, if 
wie examine it only upon the principles of the 
Trinitarians themſelves. Two whole and per- 
et natures, the Godhead and the Manhood, 


were joined together in one perſon, ſo that here | , 
is one perſon compoſed of two natures. By 
the firſt article the whole and perfect nature 


of the Godhead is compoſed of three perſons, 


and the whole and perfect nature of the man 
hood in this caſe muſt as certainly be a hu- 


man perſon, as any other man is a human 4 


: perſon ; we have here therefore one mon- 
ſtrous perſon compoſed of four perſons, 


three divine and one human; and this qua- 


drity in unity is called Chri/t, as if Christ 
were a proper name; whereas it is merely 
an attribute, in Engliſh Anointed, and in 
the New Teſtament always ſignifies the man 
who is the Anointed of God. We are taught 
| then in this article, that for perſons are 
one perſon; or if we ſuppoſe the expreſſion 
_ whole and perfect natures to have been an 


55 overſight, | 


[109] 5 
overſight, and that the hypoſtatic union of 


the ſecond perſon of the Trinity only is meant 
without the Father and the Holy Ghoſt; the 
terms Godhead and very God being uſed, 
however unwarrantably, in a generic ſenſe, 
as we do water or wine, of any portion of : 
which we may ſay that it is very water or 
very wine, «though it be not all the water or 
all the wine in the univerſe : yet ſtill we 
ſhall find, that at leaſt two perſons are ſaid 
to be one perſon, and that this one and the 
ſame perſon. 18 both finite and infinite, 
mortal and immortal, the anointer and the 
anointed, the creator and the created, the 
cauſe and the effect. To which muſt be 
added alſo, that if this: union of the two na- 
tures be intended only of the ſecond perſon 
of the Godhead, excluſive of the other wo, 
it muſt then unavoidably imply a ſeparation of 
that perſon from both the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the Son can no longer! be the ſame 
being and the ſame ſubſtance that they are. 
To the remainder of this article I have 
nothing to object, when it is applied to the 
man Jeſus the anointed; but as it now ſtands, 
it refers to the one compound perſon, who 
„ | 3 
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was very God and very Man, which two na- 


tures, we are told, were never to be ſepa- 


rated ; ſo that like Saul and Fonathan, they 
awere not only loving in their lives, but even in 
death they were not divided; the Godhead it- 
ſelf therefore, according to this doctrine, 
was crucified with the manhood, died with 

it, was buried and lay in the grave 'till the 
third day. And can creatures endued with 
| reaſon and underſtanding ſeriouſly maintain 


ſuch irrational inconſiſtencies! O my bretheren, 


T exclaim with the inſpired  poſtle, be not 
children in underſtanding, howbeit in malice. = 
Be ye children; but in underſtanding, for God's 

, fake, for Chriſt 8 fake, for your OWN fakes, 15 


be men. 


— . ——_ 2 4 I 8 


| 


> i E c 1 20. N III. 
Of the Thed. Article. 


HE third Article of the eſtabliſhed re- 


ligion j is, that as Chriſt died for us, and 


: 25 buried, Jo alſo i is if to be believed that he 
dend down into hell.” _ Chriſt we muſt remem- 

ber | is the name given in the foregoing arti- 

| cle PT” 


| he 


[ 109 T 
cle to the cloſe and indiviſible junction of 
the divine and human natures ; and of this 
twofold one perſon, this God—man, as the 
orthodox ſometimes affect to call him, we 
are told, that in the interval between his 
: death and reſurrection, he went down into 
hell. 

HERE again 1 cannot erben lamenting 
i the want of proper definitions to precede 
theſe legal rudiments of our Theolog gy: for 


* what 1 18 hell ? In Scripture that word is uſed 


in two and only two ſenſes; in the one, it 
ſignifies the grave, and in the other, it de- 


notes that final ſtate of puniſhment of the 


wicked, which we are aſſured will take 
: place after the general reſurrection and day N 
of judgement; but which hath not yet ex- 
iſted. If therefore it is uſed ! in this article, 
according to the Scripture ſenſe of the word, _ 
it mult ſignify the grave: and as I know of 
no other meaning of the term buried, beſides 2 
being laid in the grave, the propofition, as. 
it appears to me, will ſtand thus: : As Chr "ft 
died, and was laid i in the grave, ſo alſo is r %% 
be believed that he went down int the. grave. 
1. can ſcarce i imagine any writer capable 5 
. ge 5 penning 
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penning ſo nonſenſical a tautology, and am 
therefore ſometimes inclined to believe that 


the original compoſer of this article had not 


quite got rid of the Roman Catholic ideas of 
a purgatory. Some of our later divines in- 
deed have told us that the word hell in this 
propoſition, and in our creeds, ſignifies the 
place where the ſouls of the dead reſide 
until the great day of general reſurrection: 
but it is plain that theDivine nature of Chriſt, 
according to the doctrine of the ſecond ar- 
ticle, could go no whither out of the grave 5 
wWhilſt his body remained in it; becauſe it 
was never to be divided from the whole human 
nature, to the perfection of which, as we 
are informed in the very next article, his 
body, fleſh, and bones, were eſſentially neceſ- 
fary; and as our church hath no where au- 
thoritatively aſſerted any intermediate ſtate of 
conſcious exiſtence of unembodied human 
ſouls, from death to the reſurrection; as the 
1 HolyScriptures are quite ſilent about any ſuch 
ſtate; and as I think it a very ſinful arrogance 
to aſſume a wiſdom above that which is 
written, and pretend to deſcry one ſingle ſtep 
: beyond the limits of o our natural life, Which A 


[11 1 


is not revealed to us by the ſure and expreſs 


word of God, I will at laſt conclude the pro- 


poſition 3 in queſtion to be a mere fooliſh un- 
meaning ' repetition of the burial of Jeſus 
Chriſt : becauſe I had much rather our ar- 
ticle-makers ſhould be found to be ridiculous 
only, than criminally preſumptuous. 


— E 
* 


SE 8 T x 0 N W. 
Of the F ourth Article 


all men at the loſt day. 


SURELY there 1s ſomething a little un- 
guarded i in the wording « of this article ! The - 
expreſſion took again his body clearly inti- 
mates, that this very ond eternal God quitted 
his body at his death; though, as it un- 
doubtedly pertained to the per feckion of 1 man's 
| nature, | the ſecond articl e told us s he Was 
; never to be divided from it. et OD: 


== 


8 
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HE next of our articles is as follow- 8 

1 eth: Chrift did truly r riſe again from 
40. and took again his body © with fleſh, bones, 

and all things pertaining to the Perfection „ 


mam s nature; wherewith he aſcended into hea- 
ven, and there ſit treth until he return t Fudge 
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THERE is alſo another very wonderful 


circumſtance in this doctrine of Chriſt's bo- 


dy. We are taught in the firſt article that 
the one living, true, and everlaſting God, 


is without body, but in the ſecond and 


fourth articles we are aſſured that this very 


ſame everlaſting God hath a body; and 
that not even ſo glorious as the ſpiritual bo- 
dies of his own creatures the angels of hea- 
ven, but one of our vile human bodies com- 
poſed of fleſh, bones, Sc. that he took it 
upon him above ſeventeen centuries ago, in 
the form of an unborn fetus, retook it at 
his reſurrection, aſcended into heaven with 
5 it, and will retain it for ever. 12 85 55 


Tus doth our Church teach us, almoſt i in 
the ſame breath, that God hath a body; and . 


that he hath not a body. When men emi- 
nent for their learning and abilities, can ſe- | 
riouſly maintain ſuch oppoſite aſſertions, ex- 
ert all the powers and artifice of logic in 
their defence, and (what is much worſe) ; 
deliver theſe doctrines to the ignorant mT 
the words of God; the unlettered vulgar 
are reduced exactly to the whimſical ſituation 2 


in 


"OO 
in which poor Menippus in the dialogue de- 
ſcribes himſelf amongſt the Sophiſts of the 
Grecian ſchools; every one of whom he 
tells us, though haranguing upon abſolute 
contradictions, urged ſuch very plauſible 
and convincing arguments, that he could 
ſay nothing to the contrary, either when 
the philoſopher affirmed a thing to be hot, 
or when he affirmed the ſame thing to be 
cold; though he knew well enough that it 
was impoſſible for any thing to be both hot : 
and cold at the ſame tine. 
Bur this article is not without 3 its Ak 
8 and thoſe too of an inſuperable 
kind, even if we ſhould underſtand the word 
Chriſt in this place to ſignify no more than 
it doth in the writings of the Apoſtles, UVIY. 
the Man Jeſus of Nazareth, whom God 


| hath anointed with his holy inſpiration and _ 


power, to be our Saviour, Lord, and King. 

That Jeſus Chriſt did actually riſe again from 

the dead, is a truth expreſſy aſcertained 
in the New Teſtament; and ſo neceſſary | 
for every Chriſtian to be convinced of, that 


without it, as St. Paul juſtly argues, N 


f faith in him were vain, and all our hopes 
1 futurity mere idle dreams, And that he 
; H e | ſhould 7 
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ſhould riſe to life again with the me 


body with which 85 died, was likewiſe 


abſolutely requiſite in order to convince the 
witneſſes of his reſurrection that he was the 

very fame Jeſus whom they themſelves had 
beheld crucified, dead, and buried. But 
when the compiler of this article goes on to 

aſſert, that he aſcended into heaven and con- 

tinueth there with the ſame natural body of 

; fleſh and bones; I apprehend he proceeds 


not only without any warrant from, but 


alſo in direct oppoſition to, the Divine Re- 


velation he profeſſes to teach. 


I the fifteenth chapter of his firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians St. Paul hath taught us, 
in the cleareſt and fulleſt manner poſſible, 
the nature of the Chriſtian doctrine of the 
reſurrection; and given us at leaſt a negative 
idea of the ſtate of man in the world to 
come. He there tells us that as the bodies of 


fiſhes differ from thoſe of fowls, and thoſe 


of fowls, beaſts, and men are ſeverally dif- 


ferent from each other, according to the par- 
ticular ſtation which each is deſtined to hold 


in the great ſcale of animal exiſtence, ſo do 


the bodies of celeſtial beings differ from 
thoſe of the terreſtrial; that theſe car thly bo- 


dies bs 


l 1 
dies of ours are in no degree fitted for inha- 
bitants of heaven; and that for this reaſon _ 
the dead will not riſe again with the ſame 
animal bodies, in which they have lived in 
this world, nor with any fleſhly bodies at all; 
| but with ſpiritual bodies; that is, with ſuch 
bodies as God hath given to thoſe intelli- 
gent creatures ſuperior to us, which we call 
angels or ſpirits; and that as all men will 
not be dead when the Almighty putteth an 
end to the preſent world, the animal bodies 
of thoſe who are then alive, will by the cre- 
ative power of God be changed into ſpiritual | 
bodies, to enable them to partake of that 
new life to which their deccaſed brethren 
are to riſe. 
Fon the whole drift of the: Apoltle's 
argument upon this ſubject, it is obvious to 
condde that our Bleſſed Saviour at his a{- 
cenſion exchanged his terreſtrial body for 
One that is eclet tal: and indeed, that he 
really hach a very different body in heaven 8 
from the human body he had on earth, St. 
Paul plainly teacheth us, when ſpeaking 1 
the Philippians in the character of one of 
thoſe who ſhould be alive at our Lord' s com- 
ing from heaven, He- faith, Jeſus Chriſt 
WD 83 EN e 
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ſhall change our vile body, that it may be like 


undo his glorious body; now our vile body is 


already like what he had before his aſcen- 


tion, and therefore the body which he hath 
at preſent muſt be very different from it. 


In ſhort the great Apoſtle expreſsly tells us, 


that fleſh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
of God; but our fourth article aſſures us that 
the fleſh and blood of Jeſus of Nazareth is 


—— > do. 


at this time inheriting the Kingdom of God: 


and a true orthodox ſon of. the Church may 


think fit to exalt the authority of the arti- 
cle above the authority of the inſpired Evan- 


Seni; * but whether il be ds in the Si, Zhi 


of 


* 


* However en this fuppolition may appear at 


firſt ſight, it is net made without very ſufficient reaſon. 


Our Church in the leaſt exceptionable of her creeds, teach- 


eth us to believe in the reſurrection of the body, in conformity 
no doubt to the erroneous doctrine of this article con- _ 
cerning the heavenly body of our Bleſſed Saviour; and 


for fear the word Reſurrection ſhould not make it ſuffi- 


Ciently clear, that ſhe means the very ſame natural body 55 
we had before death, ſhe very fully explains herſelf in 
the baptiſmal ſervice, by calling it the reſurrection of the 


fiſh; and alſo by introducing into the office of the burial 


of the dead that famous ſentence out of the book of 70. 
I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at 
the latter day upon the earth, and though worms fre this 
> body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, &c. 


ow to ſay nothing of Biſhop Pearſon, and an hun- 
Hed other defenders of fe reſurs ection of the ſame body, 


in 


%%% ˙· Ä 


E 
of God, fo hearken unto the Church 7 more Phan 
unto God, judge ye. 

THE concluding propoſition likewiſe of 
this article, v72. that Chriſt will continue in 
heaven, until his coming to judge all men at 
the laſt. day, is entirely repugnant to the doc- 
trine of the New Teſtament. Inſtead of giv- 
ing us room to think that Divine Providence 
will ſuffer the affairs of this world to go on 

in 


LIST — r * 


in ales of the woſt explicit artes of f Holy Scripture ; 
to the contrary ; the public cannot yet have forgot the 
warm and virulent. controverſy which this very paſſage 
of the book of Job occaſioned in our own times, between 
two divines both eminent in the republic of letters for 
their abilities and erudition, and who are both now in the 
exalted rank of prelates of the eſtabliſhed Church. : 
The one, paying more regard to good ſenſe and found — 
criticiſm than to the unwarranted inſinuations of a nomi- 
nal Church, in a work from which I. frankly acknow- 
ledge I have received not only great entertainment, but 
| alſo much uſeful inſtruction (and which in my voor 

_ judgement ſeems to have merited a very different r-cep- 
tion from what it hath hitherto met with from the many) 

_ hath proved perfectly to my ſatisfaction that the atithor 
of this book, whoever he was, had no alluſion in this 
celebrated ſentende; to any future ſtate of exiſtence after 
death; but intended only to make 7, whom he holds 

--. 2," Out t0 his readers as a perfect pattern of integrity, and of 

confidence in God, declare that however appearances 

were then againſt him, however wretched a ſtate the ſore 

_ diſeaſes he laboured under might reduce his body to, 
yet ſtill he was ſure they would not occaſion his death, 

but that he thould 8 2 live to ſee the juſtice. and 

| 90 i 
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in their preſent ſtate of ignorance, fin, and 


folly, 'till the day of judgement ; or that 


infinite wiſdom could have fo little purpoſe 


in the miraculous revelation of his will by 


Jeſus Chriſt, as to reſt ſatisfied with its being 


always vain, and inefficacious in its influence 


upon the lives of men in thoſe countries 
where it is known; or to permit the largeſt 
Portion of the inhabitants of the earth to 
remain utterly ignorant of it as they are at 
this day; the whole tenour of i its propheſies 


18 
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: . of God: at length \ diſplayed u upon the earth i in 
redeeming him from his miſery, renewing his health 
and bodily vigour, and (as the ſtory informs us was 


really the event) reſtoring to him all his former proſpe- 


rity. The other, whether from mere filial piety and 
affection to holy mother Church, or from motives of 
perſonal reſentment, (for as Dan Gay ſings, wits are 
game cochs ts one another) JI pretend not to determine, 
contended with great zeal for the old orthodox interpre- 
tation of that Scripture, as foretelling a general reſur- 
rection of the Fl./h after death. But if I had been near 
enough when he was writing and could for a minute have 
borrowed the form of his claflical friend Cyuthius, I 
ſhould have made bold to have given him one gentle 
pull by the ear, and whiſpered him, that bc th Jeſus Chriſt Us 
i himſelf and his choſen Apoſtle Paul have expreſsly aſſur- 
eld us that no man in a body of fleſh and blood, can either 

ſee God, or inherit his kingdom, and that therefore either 
his antagoniſt s criticiſm was reaſonable and juſt, or elſe 
the poetic writer of 70s hiſtory, was a falſe prophet ; 
and not, delerving the leaſt attention from a believer of 


the Go; * 
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is calculated to aſſure us that long before the 
end of this world, the almighty power of 
God will yet ſet to rights thoſe things that 
are now out of their due courſe, and. cor- 
rect all the wayward irregularities of men; 
will reſtore the moral hills and valleys to 
their proper level, make the crooked paths 
 ftraight, and the rough places ſmocth ; that 
the heavens indeed muſt receive our Lord and 
Saviour until thoſe times of the reſtitution 
of all things: but that then he will de ſeend . 
From heavin, and miraculouſly manifeſt his 
preſence among men; put an effectual ſtop 
to all the preſent wicked and ſuperſtitious 
perverſions of his glorious goſpel; make the 
world at length warthy of its Divine Author, 
by eſtabliſhing univerſal goodneſs, harmony, 
and love; 2 by means of fignal inſtances 
of the Divine Power, accompliſh that en- 
tire &ingdom of God and his Chriſt over the 
earth, which all the prophets both of the 
Old and New Teſt aments teach us to expect, 
and for the ſpeedy coming of which, our 
HBleſſed Maſter hath commanded us to peti- 
tion our Creator in our conſtant daily Prayers. 
But of this only by the bye; it hath no 
kind of relation to the legal doctrine of a 
e Niet 
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Trinity; and therefore, though there is per- 


| haps no part of our religious faith more in- 
tereſting, more unheeded, or that more 


loudly demands our attention, this is not a 
proper place in which to conſider i it more 
at rg 


_—_—  — 
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SECTION v. 


15 of the F ifth Article. 
HE fifth and laſt of thoſe articles TONY 


are deſigned to teach us a Trinity of 


| Perſons in the Godhead, is expreſſed as fol- 


loweth :---The Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from 


the Father, and the Son, is of one ſubſtance, 


- majeſty, and glory, with the Father and the 
Sin, very and eternal God. In which words 
there is no difference from what is implied 
1a the firſt article, except that this third 


perſon i is here ſaid to proceed from the other 


two. And unleſs the eſpouſers of this un- 
accountable doctrine can explain to us ſomm 
other meaning of the phraſe proceeding from, 1 
dan the reſt of the world is yet acquainted 
with, let them abuſe words as much as they 
| pleaſe i in pretending to acknowledge their 
; belief 1 in the — * of God, the ideas of the 
divine 
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divine nature in their minds - (i they have 
any at all) muſt be the ideas of Tritheiſts; ; 

and though they ſay one thing they muſt 
really mean another. For my part I can ſee 
no ule or benefit in ſpeech, if it doth not 
ſerve the purpoſe of communicating to each 
other the true ideas of our minds, and there- 
fore think that he who writes or ſpeaks un- 
intelligibly, be the ſubject ever ſo abſtruſe, 
had a great deal better never write or ſpeak 

at all. To fay that one perſon or thing pro- 

| ceeded from another perſon or thing, ac- 

: cording to all the known ideas annexed to 
thoſe words, 1s to imply an actual and total 
ſeparation between thoſe two perſons or: 
things; which therefore cannot by any 
means be allowed to be both one and the 
ſame being or ſubſtance. The ray of light 
which my eye receives this inſtant by the 

reflection of the paper before me, moſt 
certainly proceeded from the ſun, but that 

very proceſſion was only effected by means 
of its total ſeparation from the ſur” . body; I 

| and it is as diſtinct and different a ſubſtance 

from the ray which is this moment emitted, 
or from any other, as one egg is from another 

egg, or one animal from another animal. . 
The 
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The water which I draw out of the brook 
is of the very ſame kind with that of the 


ſpring from whence it proceeded, but it is 


no more the ſame water with that which is 
now beginning to flow, than the author of 
this article is the ſame individual perſon and 
| ſubſtance with his great grandſire Adam. 


Ir then the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the 


Father and the Son, being actually ſeparated 
from them, if it doth not ſignify merely an 
influence, ſuch as all the world before the 


invention of a Trinity underſtood by mfpira- 


tion; it muſt really denote ſome thing or 
perſon of a ſubſtance perfectly diſtinct from 

both. And as our Saviour ſpeaking in the 
character of the Mord, faith, I proceeded 
forth and came from God, the Word of the 
Father, if we are really to anderfiand.” by it 


any perfon or agent at all, muſt mean Aa perſon 


actually ſeparated from, and of courſe 9 
longer of, the ſame ſubſtance with the P 
5 Her. By virtue of this proceſſion, the Fa- 
tier, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, if they are three 
diſtinct perſons are likewiſe three diſtinct 
ſubſtances, abſolutely ſeparate from each 
other ; and if each of theſe perſons is very 
ond eternal Cod, it then clearly follows that 
there : 
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there are three diſtin and ſeparate very and 
eternal Gods, and Tritheiſm and a Trinity 


are terms perfectly ſynonymous. If che con- 


clufion of this argument be not juſt, there 
muſt be ſome errour in the premiſes; and 
the Trinitarian muſt have ſome meaning in 


the term proceeding from peculiar to himſelf; 
which if he hath, and it be a ſenſe capable 


of explanation, FE: conjure him to exert 


his Chriſtian charity towards me, and 


thouſands more of his now ignorant bre 


thren, in graciouſly vouchſafing us the light 
of his private lanthorn, to guide and extri- 
_ cate us from the confuſion and obſcurity of 

this thick miſt of Orthodoxy, in which we 
are at preſent moſt unhappily bewildered ; 


and which he bimſelf h hath contrived to raiſe 
around . 
I cannot diſmiſs theſe ge articles as Tri- : 


nitarian ſuperſtition, without expreſſing my 
ſurprize, that in a formal profeſſed explana- 
tion of a ſyſtem of three perſons, a particular 
definition ſhould be given us of the ſecond 
and third perſon, but none at all of the firſt. 
For when we begin with defining a thing i 8 
. general terms, and afterwards proceed to 
* a diſtinct deſcription of its component : 


PARSE ES 


COT 

parts, the definition can never be accounted 
complete, till every part hath been ſeparately 
and particularly deſcribed according to its 
_ diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic marks. And 
there was the greater need of this in the pre- 


ſent caſe; becauſe, as our article-makers 


well knew, Sabellius and his diſciples, tho' 
they allow the uſe of a Trinity of names, 


totally reject a Trinity of perſons in the 

| Deity. They tell us that if the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, were three agents actually 
ſeparated from each other, they muſt be 

three ſeparate Gods; and that therefore 


| wherever the Father is, there i 18 the whole 


Deity; wherever the Son is, the whole 
Deity is there too; and wherever the Holy 
Spirit is, there is the complete Godhead 
| likewiſe; conſequently that whatſoever is 
ſpoken of as performed by any one of thoſe 
three names, is really the act of the whole 


Godhead; and that though it is faid the 


Word, or God the Son, took man's nature | 

upon him, and dwelt in the mortal body of | 

Jeſus of Nazareth, yet it was the one entire 

complete God that performed this act of ſelf= | 

8 degradation, that very fame indiviſible Di= | 

vine Perſon, whom on other occaſions Wee 
| N call 8 
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call God the Father, or God the Holy Ghoſt. 
The three different names trek ſerve 
only, according to theſe Theologians, to 
ſuggeſt to our minds ſome particular diſtin- 
guiſhed actions of the Deity, concerning the 
affairs of men; and are but ſo many different 
denominations of the one, only, almighty, 
eternal Divinity, whether we call him Sub- : 
1 Being, or Perſon. = 
FairLy to confute this notion of the 
Sabellian, and eſtabliſh the doctrine of a 
Trinity of Perſons, it was eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary to have ſhewn that there were ſome diſ- 
tinguiſhing characters between the Father 
and the Son, antecedent to, and independent 5 
of, the Incarnation. But perhaps the Fathers 
of our Church, when they came to conſider 
the Deity as unconnected with groſs matter 
and human fleſh and blood, found (like the 
philoſopher of old) that he was abſolutely in- 
comprehenſible, | and of courſe undefinable; 
and on that account paſt over God the Father 
in profound filence. And is God then incom- 


prehenſible in part only? Is he not altogether : 


infinitely beyond the reach of mortal under- 


1 ſtandings? If he be, what impious pre- 


ſumption 1 is it in any church whatſoever, to 
dare 
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dare to give a definition of any kind of ſo 


undefinable a Being! And, upon no better 
grounds than the fallacious inferences of ig- 


norant and erring men, to teach, that it is ne- 
ceſſary to eternal ſalvation, that we ſhould 

_ profeſs ourſelves convinced of the peculiar 
mode of exiſtence of the Great Author of all 
things, whilſt we are entirely! ignorant of the 


nature of our own exiſtence, and that of the 


: loweſt creature he hath made! 


CHAPTER H. 
Of the Nicene Creed. 


YESIDES the five Articles of Religion 4 
already conſidered, there are two other 
e e of this celebrated ſyſtem of the 
Godhead, which the Church of England 
hath thought fit to take under the wings of 
her authority. I mean the Nicene and 
Athanaſian Creeds. And therefore to com- 
plete our ſurvey of the grounds upon which | 
: the doctrines of a Trinity, and of the In- 
carnation of God are founded, it will be ne- 
- ceſſary to take notice of ſuch paſſages at 
leaſt, in thoſe two o profeſſions of faith re- 
lating 


:! ² . 8 
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lating to theſe doctrines, as differ from what 


we have been taught in the preceding articles. 


But before I enter upon this part of my un- 


dertaking, I will beg the reader's patience, 
whilſt I Tay before him a plain and faithful 
ſtate of the circumſtances of the times in 

which, and the perſons by whom, the creeds, 


which are called Orthodox, were firſt com- 


poſed ; that he may be enabled to judge how 
far it is the part of a wiſe man, or a good 


Chriſtian, to pay the leaſt regard to __ 1 — - 


tem of faith they contain. 


TP HERE is no prejudice of which our na- 
ture is capable, ſo powerful and hard to be 
overcome, as the prejudice of education. 


We cannot wonder therefore that ! in the in- 


fancy of our holy religion, the ſeveral con- 
verts to it retained ſtill a very conſiderable 
| biaſs to cuſtoms and opinions in which they 


had been brought up; and that on this ac- 


count, 3 they readily embraced the 
glad tidings of Chriſtianity, it Was with ; 
much reluctancy they were prevailed upon to 8 
part with ſome of their old received notions 
and habitual obſer: vances; and that they were 
always ready upon the leaſt ſhadow of a 
pretence, to ſew as much as they could of 
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their old cloth, (howſoever aukwardly and 
indecently) upon their new garment. To 
this cauſe was owing that obſtinate attach- 


ment of many of the Jewiſh converts, to 
their wonted ceremonies ; and that ſtrong 


inclination to annex the ritual performances 


of the law of Moſes to the doctrines and mo- 
rality of the Goſpel, to reſtrain and combat 

which was evidently the main deſign of the 
greateſt part of St. Paul's epiſtles; and which 
perhaps was effectually ſuppreſſed, only by 
the deſtruction of the temple and city of Je- 8 


= ruſalem, and the total diſperſion of that un- 


happy people, which was accompliſhed ſo 


| few years afterwards. 


To attempt to introduce any of the extra- 
vagant conceits, or filly fopperies, of hea- 
theniſh idolatry, into a religion of ſuch pu- 


rity and ſimplicity as the Chriſtian religion 


is, ſhould ſeem indeed a very prepoſterous 
undertaking, to an unprejudiced mind. | 
But yet ſo very prevailing is thisnatural biaſs, | 


| that it did not fail to produce its effect, even 


= among the converts from the Gentiles. St. 
Paul tells us, that in his own time the myſ- 
tery of 1 iniquity already began to work ; and 


it! 1s well known that during the apoſtolic age, 
the - 


[ 129 ! 

tne Gnoſtics, as they were call ed, had very 
far perverted the genuine faith of the Goſ- 

pel; and laid the foundation of all thoſe 
fatal and groſs corruptions, which for ſome 
ages kept continually increaſing, and at 
length entirely overſpread the Chriſtian 
Church. The goodneſs of Divine Provi- 
dence, however, did not leave men expoſed 
to the danger of this general, pernicious in- 
fection, wnafſifted and unprepared ; bat fore- 


warned them timely of the approaching 


apoſtacy; and, by the prophetic ditates of 


his holy inſpiration, hath given us ſuch clear 


and infallible marks by which to diſtinguiſh 


the perverters of the true faith, that nothing | 
but mere wilful blindneſs could at any time 
prevent mankind from ſceing and acknow- 
ledging them. 3 | 
IV the firſt E piſtle of 8 St. 2 to Tim othy, 5 
he bids him put the b etheren in mind, that 
the ſpirit ſpeaketh expr Ay. that in the latter 


tines, forme fail debart from the faith. And 
the great cha acteriſtics by Which thele 


apoſtates might be known, he tells him are 
tele following, that they ſhould give heed = 
1.0 feducing #t irits and. dots; nes of demons, Or 
_— ghotts; that they ſhould F Yak Les 1n J Th” a 
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crify, having their conſciences feared; and 
that they ſhould forbid marriage, and enjoin 
abſtinence from meats. Theſe are all leading 
and conſpicuous marks, which it is impoſ- 
ſible to miſtake; and amongſt whatſoever 
nominal Chriſtians, of whatſoever age we 
find them, we may be ſure, if the word of 


God is true, that they had Apart from 


the original and true Chriſtian faith. 


II is plain therefore that the Continentes 
of the ſecond century, who introduced doc- 


trines of ghoſts, forbade marriage, and re- 
commended the abſtaining from animal food, 

under whatſoever leader they were ranged, 
were all of them the very apoſtates from the 


true faith, of whom the great apoſtle of the 


gentiles had forewarned the world. And yet 


the diſciples of theſe men, by retiring At 


firſt into ſolitary cells, and ſoon after form- 


ing little ſocieties of their own ſuperſtition, 
and living in a kind of convents, drew the 


eyes of all the world upon them ; and by the 
ſelf-denial and rigid auſterities of their lives, 


towards the end of the third, and in the 
5 beginning of the fourth century, had ac- 
quired almoſt univerſal admiration and re- 


28 and. . endet the general 
order 5 


117 
order of Monks, which we ſtill fee kept 
up in all the unreformed parts of Chriſtian- 

dom. Conflantine the Great, the firſt of the 
Roman Emperours that embraced the Chriſ- 
tian, Religion, Euſebius informs us, had a par- 
ticular veneration for theſe men, being per- 
ſuaded that God dwelt in their minds; we can- 


not wonder therefore that from the com- 


mencement of his reign, the Monks, Who 
were the favourites of the court, had the 0 
leading influence i in all eccleſiaſtical matters; 
and as great numbers of the heathen came 
cover to Chriſtianity in conſequence of thge 
Emperor's converſion, who were far from 
being ſincere in their profeſſion, it was natu- 
ral for them to join that party, which was 
moſt likely to recommend them to the fa- 


vour of the Emperour; ; and beſides, as Sir- 5 


| Thaac Newton hath well obſerved, they found 


the ſuperſtition of the Monks more fuitable 5 
to their old principles of plac ng re ligion in out. 


ward forms and ceremonies, 1 days, and 


doctrines of glioſte, than the religion of the in- 
cere Chriſtians; wherefore they readily 2 
ti the firſt, and eſtabliſhed that hind of Ch: „ 
Hanity before the end of the fourth century. 


bs on sven 


— ——— — 


a 


132 
SUCH was the true ſtate of affairs in the 
Chriſtian Church, when the famous contro- 


verſy upon the ſubject of a Trinity firſt aroſe, 
between thoſe celebrated leaders Aris on the 
one ide, and Alexander ſucceeded by Atha-. 
naſius on the other; they were all three 
Alexandrians, and as Egypt was at that time 5 


the chief abode of that order of Chriſtians, 
moſt probably | Monks; the laſt was aſſur- 


cdly one, having been very early an atten- 
dant and Afciple of Anthon 7% : 


TRE Continentes of the ſecond century, in 
confo ormity to their old idolatrous ideas, had 


invented a multitude of inviſible celeſtial 
agents, whom they denominated Eons ; and 
ſome of them inſtead of receiving the word 


Chrift in the Scripture ſenſe, as a mere at- 


tribute and title of Jeſus of Nazareth, con- 
ceited that it was the name of a ſpi- 
ritual celeſtial being, who became united 
to the Man Jeſus, at his baptiſm in the 
river Jordan. From the idle reveries of 
theſe fathers of the Monks, Arius ſeems to 
have derived his notions of the Son of God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. Chriſt or the Son of 
God, he tanght, was the firit and moſt ex- 
cellent of all the Spiritual beings chat God 
created; and ay this celeſtial excellence 


deſcend- 5 
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deſcended from heaven, and took upon him 
human nature in the womb 01 the Virgin | 


Mary. And inftead of teking the expreffi- 
on 49e ec. to ſigniſy the fame as 0 la- 


tus numinis divini, 515 miraculous influence 


of the power of God, he ſuppoſed it to be 
a real celeſtial agent, a kind of Fon, vy hich x 
was employed i in executing the divine com- 
miſſions, in a ſob bordinate ape to the 


Son. 


| ſteps of the heathenith polyth eim. F Tere is 


= evidently a Deus CPHIMUS MAXIM att 0 1 
with two Dii minorum gent. 2 all e ngaged 
in the adminiſtration of providence over the 
affairs of men: and one of theſe inferior 
Deities transforming himſelf, not indeed as 
the old heathen «= were wont to do, into: 
the ſhape of ſome full grown man or brute, 
but into an embryo 3 in the womb ; in order 
to go through the ſeveral human ſtages of-. 


infancy, childhood, youth and Manhood; 


in the courſe of which gradual maturation, 5 
we are informed upon hn moſt indiſputable : 
. authority, that he increaſed li ke other mor- 

5 tal men not. only in ſtature, but what is 
much ZE 


Ix all this yſtem we plainly ſee the foot- | 


41361 
much more marvellous, in Wiſdom * alſo, 
a circumſtance which muſt have exceeding- 


ly perplexed, if not entirely confounded, the 


author and abettors of this ſyſtem, had not | 


the men of that age wandered much too far 


into the labyrinth of ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition to | 


pay any great attention to the plain direct 
meaning of the word of God. But it is too | 
melancholy a truth that this was really the 
caſe with all the leading Chriſtians, thoſe 
F athers as we call them, of the fourth centu- 


ry. And therefore when Alexander, with [ 


” Athanaſi 74s and his partizans, ſet himſelf to 


oppoſe this whimſical device of Arius, he 


did not think it ſufficient to endeavour to 
ſhew its utter inconſiſtency with the clear 
and obvious ſenſe of the Holy Scriptures; ; 
but was pleaſed to produce that counter- 
ſyſtem of a Trinity in Unity and the In- 
carnation os God himſelf, which iS the ſub- 


_— a — 


* Perhaps 0 imagined where was a Lethe in the re- 
gions above, as well as in thoſe below; and that a pretty | 
copious draught of it, preceded this Incarnation ; or elſe 
- turely this firſt and moſt perfect of intellectual creatures 


Rf could ſcarcely have found any ſource of knowledge on þ 


earth from whence to have augmented his native ſtore 1 
0 Hiſdom. | | | 


ject 
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ject of our preſent examination: : and in 
which an equal conformity to heatheniſh 
ideas is obſervable, with that of the Arian 
ſyſtem : a metamorphoſis is here taught us 
even more prepoſterous than the other; and 
inſtead of a Jupiter attended with a Mercury 
and Iris, we have a Deity conſiſting of three 
perſon s, a Deus, Triformis, Tergiminus, act- 
ing in as diſtinct characters and e as 
Luna, Hecate and Diana. 


As neither of theſe ſyſtems had any fours 


dation in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and — 


like the later doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, : 
were built entirely upon ſuch a perverſion 
of the words of Scripture as would make 
nonſenſe and abſurdity of any book in the 
world; 1 mean the interpreting figurative : 
expreſſions | in a literal ſenſe; reaſon had no 
concern in the controverſy, The diſputants 
therefore (as it always muſt be in ſuch caſes) 
argued only from their paſſions, and the con- 
teſt was carried on by both ſides, with ſuch 
fiery zeal and virulent animoſity, that the 

Emperour found himſelf obliged to inter- 
poſe; and in the vain hope of procuring reli- 
gious peace amongſt his ſubjects, aſſembled a 
Very numerous council of Aube and other 


Clergy = 


Loans Þ- 6. 
Clergy, at Nice, in Bithy nia; Where after 
having diſplayed a conduct not only irrecon- 
cilable with the true ſpirit of Chriſt's reli- 
gion, but ſuch as would have defervedly 
rendered any aſſembly upon earth odious 
and contemptible, they framed what we 
call the Nicene Creed; which after much 
unchriſtian ſtrife and even blood- ſhed, be. 
ing at length adopted by a majority of the 
Clergy, and by their intrigues eſtabliſhed 
with all the coercive power of the civil ma- 
giſtrate, became in conjunction with that 
fuller expoſition of the ſame ſyſtem, which 
bears the name of Athonaſins, the fandard : 
of the or thodox faith. 
IAN as we are indebted to the monkiſls 5 
Clergy of the fourth century for our rule of 
faith, ſo are we alſo to the writers of the 
ſame and the ſucceeding age, for ſettling 
the canon of the Holy Scriptures; which 
we good caſy men receive as implicity, as if 
the ſeveral books had come regularly down 
to us from the hands of their inſpired au- 
thors through the pureſt and moſt uncorrupt- 
5 ed medium: vhilſt in reality thoſe renoun- 


cd teachers, (whom. as far as reſpects this 


other Goſpel, this new word of faith, we 
. WW ith 
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with great propriety call Fathers ſtand no- 
toriouſly branded with every characteriſtic 
mark which St. Paul hath left us of thoſe, 
who the ſpirit exprelly faid would apoſtatize 
from the Chriſtian faith. They not only 
as being moſtly Monks, antinlieg to pro- 
pagate the doctrines of Wm celibacy „and 
: abſtinence from part! Qu neats ; ; but com- : 
pletely filled up the f 

diction of the 2 785 miracles 1 ich they pre- 
tended w ere wrought, at the tombs and by 


$97 aſure of the pre- 
ac! 


the relies of the Saints and Martyrs; ſpeak- : 


Ing lies in AyPIcri 05 having their C01 ferences : 


feared « with a hot iron. To theſe new and 2 


expefted miracles, as Chryſoſtom calls them, 
their very wifeſt, grave eſt, a and moſt p pious Wri- 
ters bear repeated teſtimony; 1 5 therefore 
were either guilty of thoſe ſcandalous f rauds 
themſelves, or elſe mi & have en the cre- 
dulous dupes of the moſt ed impoſ- 
tures of other men. In ſhort the Wr 
century is the grand * xra of the pery erfion 
of our faith ; the ſee eds of idolatrous ſuper- | 


ſtition which h nad been ſowen in the ſecond | 


century, then rang up apace, and were 
cultivated with ſuch care and induſtry, 


that from thence for ard they branched 
OD forth 


l | _—_ \ l —_— N - * * * TL NS: — — — , rmer nl rn oo ror ton tron, = = 5s A — 
- c e r / nn TG — > yo” : a: & 1 * 
a 4 * 4 M45 Þ. i aw. 2 * 4 — * — ch _— + »* a * * % 8 . 1 % . 


o 4 
* 
' 
1 
1 
Fi 
1 
: ” 
' 
N © 
4 1 
3 1 Fu 
1 
\ 
81 
bl 
i 
o 5 
4 1 
5 . 
1 
1 
; : ' 
; 1 
1 . ; 
b n 
; 
i | 
I 
3 We. . 
, 
| 
6 ; 
: 
I 
, 
4 
i : 
1 
1 
3 
| ; 
#' 
„ 
4 
' 
'F) 
2 2 
'F © 
= 1 
! 2 5 
1 
* 
1 
1 
1 
4 
b 
| 
13 Ys 
1 
50 
” 
q s 
| : 
1 2 . 
_ | 
es | a 
Ls: 
4% 
=— 
1 
1 
N 
"4 
ED - p 
% 
12 
. 
2 
LA 
9 
. 4 
i 
4 
1 
1 
4 
97 
ö 5 
. | 
i 2 
iN 
= 
5 : 
*. g 
1 x 
1 
4 
= | 
. 
; 
is 
$ = 
— 
8 4 
14 
\ 
© 18 
1 : 
4 + 
oe 
| 
x - 
| 
'® . 
1 . 
= 
i= 
» = s E 
= ; , 
1 
11 
va 
1 
1 
1 - 10 ; y 
| s 
i 
1 , 
W. | 
_ | f 
4 
= * — 
" * 
3 
© Bi 
„ 
; 
4 £ 
8 5 
'V 
| 


[138-4 


forth with continually increaſing vigour; 
till they at length arrived at that enormous 
ſize, which they are well known to have 
been of at the time of the ſeventh general * 


council 


— 


* It is certain a that ever fince the ng of the preter- 


natural influence of Divine Inſpiration, the authority 
of all general councils, (if really any) hath been exactly 
equal; ſo that the ſeventh council had in all reſpects 
as Work right to ordain the uſe of images in divine 


worſhip, as the firſt had to ordain the Nicene Creed to 


be the teſt of the Orthodox faith. For this reaſon the 
only ſelf-conſiſtent Church in Europe is the Church of 
Rome; ſhe acknowledges the authority of every general 
council to be apoſtolic, and infallible, and therefore pays 
the very ſame deference to the deciſions of the ſeventh, 
that ſhe does to thoſe of the firſt, Theſe two diſtinguiſhed 
councils were both held at the ſame city of Nice; upon 
which circumſtance the preſent very worthy and amiable 
 Biſhopof Briſtol, in his Diſſertations upon the Prophecies 


of Daniel, makes the following refle&ion ; Such different | 


Fortune attend that city, that there the firſt general 
council eſtabliſhed Orthodoxy, and there alſo the ſeventh : 
 eſiablijhed Idolatry by law. V. 2. P. 182. But as in the 


preceding part of this ſentence he had obſerved, that the 


| ſuperſtitious worſhip of tutelar Saints began to prevail i in 
the fourth century, I am ſurprized his Lordſhip did 
not perceive that the fortune of the city at thoſe remark- 
able Kras diftered only in the degree; and that the 
Ilolatry of the ſeventh council was a mere natural con- 
| ſequence of the Orthodoxy of the firſt. The doctrine 
of the agency of departed ghoſts his Lordſhip well knows 
| preceded the ſyſtem of the firſt council of Nice; and as 
ſcon as ever the doctrine of the Incarnation was added 
to it and authoritatively eſtabliſhed, there was a re- 
: preſentation of the Deity upon earth united to our own 


Natures | 


— _. —— 
- — —_ _ 
. > - By => — 


E Wy 
council in which extended ſtate the world 
hath ſeen theſe trees of unrighteouſneſs 


. 828 —— 
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nature, and ſubje& by means of it to all the common 
feelings and affections of humanity; living in a ſtate of 
familiar acquaintance and friendſhip with his Apoſtles, _ 
loving one of them and eſteeming all. As then in the 
opinion of the Orthodox the two natures were never to 
be divided, but even ſince his reſurrection and aſcenſion 
into heaven, continue {till intimately united; and as 
human nature muſt be human nature, whereſoever it be, 
how natural is it to conclude, that he muſt even now 
retain the very ſame affections and inclinations that 
he had on earth! that he muſt now alſo love the ſoul of 
St. John; and have an increaſed regard for the ſouls of 
his other Apoſtles, on account of the great ſufferings which 
they have undergone for his ſake. By parity of reaſon 
too the ſouls of all the Martyrs muſt come in for a con- 
fi derable ſhare of his favour and affection, and if they be 
but prevailed upon to make interceſſion for us, cannot 
fail of having a very powerful influence with him. 
Again, as he always manifeſted a dutiful regard for 
his mother in this world, and teſtified it even in the laſt 
moments of his life, by recommending her to the care 
and protection of his beloved diſciple ; he muſt {till be 
actuated by the ſame pious affection for her ſoul in the 
other world, and the interceſſion of the Virgin Mary mu't 
be of more weight with him than any other. Allowing Dh 
therefore the monkiſh tenets of the celeſtial agency of the 
fouls of the ſaints, and their interpoſition in the affairs 
of men; and ſuppoſing the union of the two natures 
in Jeſus Chriſt to be true, ſurely nothing can be more 
eaſily and conſequentially derived from it, than the wor- 
ſhiping of departed Saints and the Mother of God. I fay 
Mother of God, for ſuch ſhe undoubtedly is according to 
the doctrines of the Church of England, as well as of the 
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flouriſh for ſo many ages under the inte; reſled 
and artful culture of the orthodox Church 
of Rome. 
- IN what light theſe matters may appear 
to others, cannot pretend to judge; but 
gh ED 2, OD 


— 


1 


6 —ͤ — 


Church of Rome ; hong [ profeſs the blaſphemy c of the 
expreſſion ſhocks me. | 
With reſpect to the mere uſe of i images, it is indeed the 
direct conſequence of, and uſual attendant upon, the 
_ worſhip of any beings whoſe natural forms we are ac- 5 
quainted with; but the Idolatry doth not by any means 
cConſiſt in that alone. Whenever any reſemblance of the 
Object of our adoration preſents itſelf to our minds, in 
the act of worſhiping, we are as truly guilty of Idolatry, 
as if a viſible figure of that reſemblance was before our 
eyes; for which reaſon all worſhipers of deceaſed men and 
women, ſuch as the ancient heathen, or the modern Roman 
; Catholics, are equally idolaters whether the corporeal re- 
preſentation of what they worſhip be real, or only! imagi- 
nary. . The old Rom nan praying and offering up his vows. 
10 2 ter in the ficld of battle, where no image of his 
Deity was preſent, adored the very fame idea] being, and 
practiſed juſt the ſame idolatry with his fellow- Nizen, 
who proft; rated himſelf before the 1 Image of Jo”) in the 
Capitol. If it were not fo indeed, an Heathen or a Roman 
Catholic deing, by any acc ident or ditorder depri ed of 
fight, would ceaſe to be an idolater, and a perſon boru - 
blind could never be an idolater at all. Regarding this 
therefore as an indiſputable truth, J ſhall take the liberty 
of drawing one concluſion from it, which I very 1 
recommend to the conſideration of my Lord of f Bri tal, and 
the reſt of our right reverend Prefates ; and that is, "Tha | 


the firſt genera) council of Niees by eſtabliſhing the 
doctrine of the incarnation of God, effectually eſta- 
bliſhed idolatry in the Chr! ſvn Ch: urch ; and that every 
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for myſelf I freely confeſs they ſtrike my 
mind with : a conviction of ſuch a kind that 1 


ſhould 
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profeſſor of our holy faith who worſhippeth Jeſus Chriſt 
as the very and eternal God, is actually a groſs Idolater, 
though he may not perhaps place a crucifix before his 
eyes. —— The orthodox may ſtart, exclaim, and be fired 
with indignation ; but it ſhall not move me from my pur- 
poſe. By the abſurd ſuperſtitious doctrine of a Trinity, 
and the incarnation of the Deity, our moſt pure and ami- 
able religion hath received a foul and dreadful wound, 
under which ſhe hath languiſhed above fourteen eentüu⸗ EE 
ries, ſickly, feeble, and for the moſt part entirely. . 
potent; and now between the exceſſive growth the proud 
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fleſb of enthuſiaſm, and the ſpreading ſymptoms of the 
 mortification of infidelity, if it be not ſpeedily and well 
| healed, there is the utmoſt danger of its proving fatal: 
it is become abſolutely neceſſary therefore (however 
painful the operation) to probe it to the very quick. 
| Before the appearance of the Meſſiah in the world, 
the religion of the Jetos was the only one that furniſhed _ 
its profeſſors with any rational and worthy ideas of their 
Almighty Creator, the inviſible object of their adoration. 
And as it is impoſſible for the mind of man to figure to 
itſelf any corporeal ſymbol of the Deity, without at the 
ſame time debaſing its conceptions of the divine attri- 
| butes, and in ſome e degree levelling the ſupreme God with 
his creatures,” Which "mult ever prove a fruitful ſource of 
errour and irrational ſuperſtition; the greateit care and 
precaution was uſed by Moſes to guard that people againſt 
juch a groſs and vicious, but tao Matural, abuſe of divine : 
worſhip. In the 4th chapter of Deuteronomy; where he 
informs them that he was not permitted to go over 
Fordan with them to inherit the Promiſed Land, but 
mult remain on that ide of the river, and part with 
them for ever; in a moſt forcible and pathetic exhorta- 
| ti on to them to continue ſtedtaſt i in their obe dience 8 
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| ſhould juſt as ſoon think of removing to a 


— 


—— 
** 


the whole divine law, and to preſerve inviolate the pu- 
rity of their religious worſhip ; Take heed to thyſelf, ſays 
he; and keep thy ſoul diligently, left thou forget the things 


which thine eyes have ſeen—— eſpecially the day that thou 


' Ninadeſt before the Lord thy Cod in Horeb, when the Lord : 


ſaid unto me, gather me the people together, and I will make 


them hear my words, And ye came near and ſtood under the 
mountain, and the mountain burnt with fire ; and the Lord 

pate unto you out of the midſt of the fire ; ye heard the voice = 
F the words, but ſaw no ſimilitude, only ye heard a voice. 
| Take you therefore good heed unto 8 (for ye ſaw no 
manner of ſimilitude, on the day that t. 

m Horeb, out of the midſt of the fire) leſt ye corrupt your- 
ſelves, and male you a graven image, the a of any 
Fgure, the likeneſs of male or female, Sc. . 

I he Chriſtian diſpenſation was evidently intended by 

i improve upon the Moſaic, and to exceed it greatly in 

purity of worſhip: for the Jews, whoſe proſpects * 
rived from the law were only temporal, were taught to 
worſhip the true God with ſacrifices, and oblations of their 

temporal goods, and a multitude of external rites and 
_ ceremonies ; but our blefſed Maſter not only hath aſ- 
ſured us that God is a ſpirit, a Being totally free and 
unconnected with body of any kind ; but hath alfo in- 
formed us that bodily exerciſes, and all the external cere- 
monies of divine worſhip, are of no kind of value in 
his fight ; that the worſhippers which he approves of are 
| thoſe alone who worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. How 
then can ſuch a religion as this conſiſt one moment with _ 
the doctrine of the Incarnation ? The great reaſon which 
Miſes urges to the Jews, for not repreſenting the Deity 
to their imaginations under the likeneſs of male or female, 
or any figure whatſoever, is becauſe when God inftruct- 


" them 1 in Horeb, they wy heard his voice, but ſaw n% 
mak, 5 . manner 


Lord ſpake unto you 
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fit of my health, as of recurring to that cele- 


brated age for the principles of my religious 
faith. However ſince the founders of our 
own Church have thought proper to adopt 
the very ſame profeſſions of faith that were 


framed and ſupported by the Chriſtians of 


thoſe corrupt times; it will be but decent to 


examine ſuch of their contents, as differ at 


all in ſenſe, or even in expreſſion, from what 
we have already obſerved in the hive articles 


of the religion hy] law eſtabliſhed. 


Tur 
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manner „ of [milituds.. Bic according to » Po e es 
belief, when God inſtructed men in the goſpel, he actu- 
ally manifeſted himſelf to them under the ſimilitude 1 
of a male, and will retain for ever not the likeneſs only, 
but the real nature of a man. Were this ſuperſtitious _ 
invention of the gentile converts, the genuine doarine 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Chriſtians would have juſt _ 
as ſtrong a reaſon for worſhipping God under the fn. 
litude of a man, as the Jews had for not worſhipping = 
him under any ſimilitude at all; and our religion, in- 
ſtead of ſurpaſſing that of the Jews in purity, would even 
ſink below the natural religion of many of the unaflifted 


Heathens. This concluſion i is not only obvious in itſelf, 


but ſtands confirmed alſo beyond all diſpute by clear 
matter of fact: The orthodox Trinitarian who worſhips 
Jeſus Chriſt as the very and eternal God, evidently wor- 
ſhips the very and eternal God under the fimilitude of the 
man Jeſus Chriſt; in the moſt ſolemn act of his devo- 
tion, his mind cannot poſſibly loſe the idea of that 
human body 1 in which the object of his worſhip ap- 
0 peared. on earth, becauſe che very. ule. and intent of 
3 WE, | 1 _ the . 
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Tur firſt of theſe is the aſſertion that 


Jeſus Chriſt the only begotten Son of God, was 


begotten of his Father before all worlds. A 
mode of expreſſion that plainly ſhews us 
the Nicene Fathers were novices in the Atha- 


22 an ſyſtem, becauſe the term be gotten, 
implying a time when that act of procrea- 
tion was performed, and the phraſe before 
lie Worlds ſeeming to mark out that time in 
ſome degree, it makes more for Arins tl an 


his : 


3 « Om 


: the bread wid wine is to ind Kiln of his body pierced 
and his blood ſhed upon the croſs; and when in the Li- 
tany he conjures his God to deliver him, by his Nativity 
and Circumciſion, by his Baptiſm, Faſting, and Temptation, 
buy hes Agony and blocdy Sweat, by his Crafs and Paſſion, and 
| even by his Death and Burial, what other idea can be 
excited in his mind, but that of a mere mortal man, in_ 
the ſeveral periods of human life from the cradle to the 


grave? If Idolatry then conſiſts, as it moſt 8 does, 


not barely in having a viſible ſimilitude of the object 


of our worſhip before our eyes, but in repreſenting the 


Deity to our minds under the ideal ſimilitude of any 


cCorporeal being; with what juſtice, O thou proteſting py 


diſciple of Athanafrus and the council of Nice, canſt thou 


accuſe the Catholic of Idolatry, for proſtrating himſelf 
before the crucifix, or before a picture of Jeſus upon 
the croſs? Thou ſpiritual phyſician heal thy/elf, The 
idols of your hearts are both exactly alike, and if thy 

light and knowledge is ſuperiour to his, thine Idolatry is 
o much the more Kriminal. Set thyſelf firſt therefore to 
| or the beam out of thine 04UN eve, and then ſhalt thou fre 1 


ear to pull ou out the mote out 1 thy brother” 5 Yes 
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his antagoniſt ; the expreſſion therefore hath 
been ſince changed, we ſee, into begotten from 
everlaſting, a phraſe which indeed totally 
excludes the Arian, but together with him 
(as hath been before obſerved) all ſenſe, 


conſiſtency, and propriety of ſpeech. 


Ws are next informed that Jeſus Chriſt i is 
| God of God, hight of light, very God of very 
God, begotten not made. When I hear Gd 
| called the Light of the World, the God of:: 
all the Earth, and the God of our Lord TT» 
jeſus Chriſt, I readily underſtand the mean- 
ing and acknowledge the truth of thoſe pro- 
poſitions; but I am utterly incapable of com- 
5 prehending in what ſenſe Jeſus Chriſt can 
be called the God of God, or how any thing 
can be faid to be the light of light. Perhaps Ls 
the participle begotten | is to be underſtood i "= 
ecvery comma; but then ſurely one very G 
begotten of another very God muſt produce 5 
two very Gods. And in what ſenſe can 
light be begotten of light? How others WF 
comprehend the intention of the Nicene 
Doctors in this place 1 know not; but toms 
this whole ſuite of words is juſ as unedi- N 
8 a 
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1 FER] and unintelligible as the witches' - 


urs in Macbeth. 

Black ſ[pivits and white, 

Blue ſpirits and grey, &c. 

| However ludicrous this compariſon may 


FD re and how deſirous ſoever I am, from 2 


a conſcientious principle of duty, to expoſe 


the glaring abſurdities of theſe anti-evange- 
> lical crecds; it is far from being my preſent 
Intention to turn them into ridicule, And 
indeed if the invocation I have quoted ever 


excites an inclination to laughter, either in 


the repreſentation or reading of that moſt 
excellent, though horrid tragedy, it is di- 


rectly contrary to the deſign of our dramatic 


poet, and muſt be owing to ſome very great 


alteration i in the circumſtances of the times. 
In the age for which he wrote, the minds of 
his audience, awe-ſtruck with the dread 


myſtic power of ſorcery and art magic, re- 


ceived the moſt nonſenſical incantations of 


 Hecate and her train, not only with gravity ; 


and profound ſilence, but, it is highly proba- 


ble, even with no ſmall degree of appre- 2 
henſion leſt the motley crew of demons | 


| ſhould actually appear. And if it were not 
for the like kind of ſuperſtitious reverential Y 


awe for a doctrine, that from our childhood, wn 
1 


E , 1 


we are taught to conſider as a wonderful myſ- 


tery, which it is our duty to acknowledge 


and adore without underſtanding, becauſe it 


is too ſacred for us to pry into or examine 


the ſenſeleſs jargon of abſurd and even con- 


tradictory expreſſions, in which it is con- 


veyed to us, could not poſſibiy have ſo long 


paſſed current in the world. 


Tun next inſtruction we receive from this 9 
creed of Nice is, that Jeſus Chriſt is of one 
| Jubſtance with the F ater, by whom all things 
were made, which being likewiſe aſſerted nc 
the articles, T ſhould have paſſed it over -- 
here, were it not for a particular circumſtance 
attending it, which, as it reſpects the origi- 
nal framers of this creed, 1s well deſerving 12 5 . 
our notice, though it did not much affect | 


the compilers of our articles. 


Hap the doctrine of a Trinity of Perlen 
in the Deity, and of the ſecond of thoſe. 
Perſons aſſuming the nature of m an, been ; 
h taught mankind by cur Bleſſed Maſter 


and his Apoſtles, and received and acknow- 


ledged by the Chritian Church. both before 


and after the public ation of the apoſtolic writ- SE, 


ings; the ſituation of children and profelytes 


muſt have made ſome certain form of inſtruc- 
on K 2 5 tion 
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tion abſolutely neceſſary in this branch 1 
Chriſtian knowledge, as well as in any 
other; and the teachers of our religion muſt 

At al times have both known and uſed terms 
proper to expreſs every part of that ſyſtem 
in, which hath now been ſo long accounted 
orthodox. But this was far from being the 

caſe, even ſo low as the beginning of the 

fourth century. It appears indeed that . 
in the ſecond century, the converts from the | 

| philoſophic ſchools, in order to make the 
doctrine of the Goſpel conform to the three 
celeſtial principles of their divine Plato, — 

15 had begun to underſtand the Word and ie 
| Spirit as fignifying two heavenly agents in 

ſubordination to God the F ather, and thereby 1 

introduced the notion of a Trinity of divine 
| perſons. | In conſequence of this idea they wm 4 
| had even gone ſo far as to exchange the form 

of baptiſm which had been invariably uſed 3 

by the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, for that 
which continues in uſe amongſt ourſelves 

upon no better warrant than the credit of a 3 

ſingle paſſage of the laſt chapter „ 

Matthew's Goſpel, which every man of the 

leaſt critical knowledge in facred literature | 


1 149 1 
muſt be ſatisfied is of very doubtful auths- 


rity, to ſay the beſt of it; and which (for 


reaſons that I may perhaps hereafter lay be- 


fore the public) appears to me to be the 
| groſſeſt inſtance of fraud and ſuperſtitious : 
impoſture that ever was Practiſed in the 
world. But ſtill this hypotheſis Was far 
: from being univerſally. acknowledged; and 
much farther from being digeſted into a re- 
gular ſyſtem of the right faith; it contained 
only ſome crude ideas of the diſciples ; of that 
philoſophy, which St. Paul ſo repeatedly 
cautions us againſt, as threatening the ut- 
woſt danger to our religion: : and therefore 7 
when the controverſy between Arius and 
his antagoniſts firſt broke out, though it was 
near three hundred years after the firſt 
preaching of the Goſpel, and above two 
hundred after all the writings of the Apoſ- 3 
tles and firſt diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt had 
been publiſhed to the world; the Biſhops | 
aand other members of a council called on 
purpoſe to determine the profeſſion of the 
true Chriſtian faith, found themſelves un- 
able to agree upon words fit to expreſs 
that form of orthodase | belief, which upon 
3 their | 
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their authority hath been taught to all ſuc- 
ceeding ages as abſolutely neceflary to ever- 
laſting ſalvation, and which they tell us 
| was. originally preached in the Goſpel Ur" 

Jeſus Chriſt. 
ſtrife and altercation only, but of actual tu- 

mult and riot, the majority of that aſſembly 
g however (by means of the Emperour' s preſ— 
ſing ſollicita ations, and the help of ſuch pre- 
varication as ma any of them were afterwards 


After a great deal not of 


aſhamed of) were at length prevailed upon 
to call the Son homouſi lan, that is, of the ſame 


exiſtence, or eſſence. with the Father : and 
the cant for ſome time was, that i in the God- - 
head there were three hypoftaſes, in one oufia, : 
three ſubſtances i in one eſſence. In the ſuc- 
ceeding ferce conteſts that they had with 

their antagoniſts the Ariane, this firſt ver- 


bal ſyſtem of the orthodox ſeems to have | 


been overthrown. They were made to ſee 


that eſſence and ſubſtance, when applied to ſpi- 
ritual beings, ſignified exactly the ſame thing; = 
that therefore to ſay three ſubſtances were 

but one eſſence, was really to ſay three ſub- 
ſtances were but one ſubſtance, a direct con- 
tradiction in terms. Being thus fairly beat off 


their firſt ground, their ſucceſſors adopted 
„ 


[ x51 J 


the word perſon to ſupply the place of 725 
ſance, diſcarded eſſence altogether, and uſed 
ſubſtance in its ſtead ; and from that time the 
orthodox phraſe hath been that the God- 

head conſiſts of three perſons in one ſubſtance. 
Perſon | is a figurative word ſignifying ſome _ 
times a ſubſtantial being, ſometimes only the = 
external character of ſuch a being; and, in 

a ſyſtem ſupported entirely by ſophiſtry and 
quibble, the advantage of ſuch an equivocal 
term is very obvious, and its ſcholaſtic | 
patrons 1 never fail to make uſe of it accor- 
dingly. Thus when, upon hearing them 

talk of their three divine perſons, as of three 5 

ſeparate diſtinct agents, you charge them : 

with ſetting forth three Gods, they tell you 5 
that by a diſtinction they do not mean an 

actual ſeparation between the three perſons; 
but that the Holy Scriptures ſpeak of the one 
only true God, under three different perſonal | 
characters, by the names of Father, don, and 
- Holy Gheft, which therefore, notwithſtand- 
ing the difference of per ſonal character, ; 

muſt all three be the very ſame eternal i in- 
diviſible Divine being. And when you „ 


5 chat this i: is in all relpodls the doctrine of 
| Sabellins | 
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Sabellius, they fly back again to the Fi 
guiſhing marks of three different agents, 
having each his perſonal properties peculiar 
to himſelf. By means of this ambiguous 
ſenſe of the word Perſon, their argumentati- 
on, Proteus- like, eſcapes effectual confutati- 
on, merely by continually changing the 
form of its appearance. In ſhort orthodoxy 
18 4 pendulum perpetually oſcillating be- 
tween the points of Tritheiſm and Sabellia- 
niſm ; ſeeing it come full ſwing to his own 
ſide, the Tritheiſt cries tis here, and in an 
Inſtant with equal ſhew of reaſon the Sabel- 
lian ſays, 1 here; but, like the poet 8 
ſcenic ghoſt, it ſtill eludes their graſp and 


they both immediately find themſelves 


obliged to confeſs, tis gone. OY 
TE next difference that occurs ketween | 
this creed and the articles of our Church is 
that this very God of very God was made 
man, aphraſe which i 1s undoubtedly borrow- _ 
= from that ſentence of St. Fohn © Auges ge _ 
8 2 lero, taken in the uſual orthodox accepta- 
tion, the word was made fleſh; and I beg the 

_ zealous Trinitarian to conſider attentively, 
8 * the OP of what {gary of ſpeech he can 


' reconcile Es 


[ 153 ] 


reconcile ſuch an expreſſion to the ſecond | 70 
article, or rather to his favourite creed of "th 
Athanaſius; the firſt informs us that the + 
word took man's nature upon lum; fo that te- 3 
whole and perfect natures were united, e. 1 0 

the other that in the union of the two na A 

[fares in Chriſt, the Godhead was not convert © "hl 
| ed into feſh : yet in this Nicene profeſſion Eo of 
bof faith, and in the parallel paſſage of St. N i hu 

John, according to their interpretation, Wwe 

are expreſſly told that the Godhead was c- 
verted into manhood or feli, at leaſt I know _ 


of no other ſenſe that can be given to Was 
made, in ſuch a ſentence, conſiſtently _ with 
any propriety, any rational uſe of language. 5 
There is no man that ſhould read, Taupog Zeug = =—_— 
&yevero, Jupiter was made or became a Bull. 
that would not underſtand by it, that Fupi- 3 40 
rer was converted, or, as the heathen termed | 
it, was transformed into a Bull. And when - 
in the very next chapter of St. Join we 
read Of 2 > udp el oivey ae nation, we all readily 
underſtand. that the water was converted 
into wine, nor can it poſſibly have any other 
5 ſignification. And yet if by the Godhead 
being made man, we are to underſtand only 
the uniting of the two natures in one com 
pound 


[154 ]- 


pound being, the account Fa the water be- 


ing made wine may with equal propriety 
t only that the water was mixed and 
incorporated with ſome wine, a kind of 


miraculous way of increaſing hs quan- 


tity, which would hardly have proved ſo 
agreeable to the maſter of the feaſt. Or if 


the being made man can be a proper phraſe 8 
to ſignify the Godhead taking human nature 


upon him, and (as St. Paul expreſſes it) 


being cloathed with one of our earthly 


tabernacles, then the water which was 

= poured into the earthern pitchers may, with 
equal juſtice and conſiſtency of ſpeech, be 
ſaid to have been made the Pitchers, Fo > Vop : 
Fa ere /. | 


THAT God is in his very nature immor- 
tal and impaffible, is as certain as that there = 
is a God: yet (as I before obſerved upon 


the ſecond article) the inſeparable union of 


the Godhead with the manhood in Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt neceſſarily imply the death and 


paſſion of the Godhead itſelf; but this creed 


puts it beyond all doubt, that the orthodox 
and eſtabliſhed doctrine is that the Deity did 


= 5 actually die. He ſuffered and was buried, — 
2 ſay the counſellors of Nice, and there is 


no 


BM: 3 
no antecedent i in the whole preceding ſen- 
tence, with which the relative He can in 


any wiſe agree, beſides that God , God, &c, 


which is before deſcribed under the deno- Ny 
mination of Feſus Chriſt the only texotten 


Son , God; they do not even tell us that he 


Was made a man who ſuffered and was buri- 
ed; but that the God who came down from 
: heaven, and was made man, He, that yp 5 


ſame God, ſuffered and was buried. 


Tur next remarkable expreſſion of this 5 
creed 1 is, that this very God ſince his aſcen- ” 


tion into heaven 2 tteth at the right. hand of 


the Father, or as it is expreſſed i in the Apoſ= | 
tle's creed, a! the right hand of God the Pa- 
ther Almighty. Now whether any of the 


2 2 Hh Hens bf the profeſſors of 
faith in the Trinity, are really able to figure 5 


to their minds the Son of God united to an 


human body, ſitting at the right hand of Gd 
his Father who is not united to an human 
body (let them take the phraſe fitting at tie 
right hand, in whatſoever ſenſe they ple cate) 
without having diſtinct ideas of two ſepa- 5 
rate beings, { will not take upon me to de- 5 
termine; but 1 find I am not, and as We are 
all apt to judge of other men by ourſelyes, 1 


Can 


— — — —— 
— — —E—-¹4 - 
— — — — 


— _—_— 


— - 


3 — — 
—— 2 : 
= 


A . 2 
4 * "a ”Y — — 
P ˙ A ET = 
= 5 _— te Wo — <-> 
n= ——— — 


„TTT. 
— — — 
= 


_ D — te Conan <4 —— er" : 
— > Ia "_ - 


— _———_ po E 
— — 
F l..-+ 3 ED 
a - - — ; * — — * 
+; == —_—_ n= \ 4 ” 8 

Oy ů * — — — — 
— 2 — — 
- _ | - = 


— — — — 
2 — — = 
=" ZzI>zD . = > 7 
* 
CDC re —„—y„—-— . — 
8 — ————— — 23ꝛ 


— — — — — - 
"x 7” L —— . — — r ASA 2 
* * * * 4 2 8 Wu * — 
. —-U ———̃— ——— — —· rt — — — Y — — — — - * — 5 


—— 


— — — 


CR. — —— — 
— — — —— — — 
— gy — 0 


I = 8 40 
— 


— — 


n 
17 


—— — 
—— — 
2 


— 2 —— 


—— — 
— — — 


— 5 cf 
* & „ 
— — _ — — —— — — 
FEES ET 
* : — 0 


y "38 


"110 þ 
can ſcarce think i it poſſible for any man to 
have ſuch a wonderful conſubſtantiating 
power over his imagination. But if the 
leaders of this hereſy * are actually ſtrong- 5 
headed enough to effect this; what can we 
ſuppoſe of the groſs multitude of their diſ- 
ciples, who are taught to worſhip the Father 
as not being incarnate, and the Son as being 
incarnate in a body like their own, and plac- 


* 8 — 


The word Here/y eſcaped me here rather uninten- 
tionally, but I will not call it back; the more I recon- 

ſider it, the more properly I think it is applied on this 

occaſion. A Hereſy is a ſet of Chriſtians diſtinguiſhed 


from all the reſt by ſome tenets peculiar to themſelves : 
and therefore every ſociety that aſſumes any badge of 


party, by enjoining upon its members unſcriptural "teſts | 


of diſtinction between them and other diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is a Hereſy. For this reaſon, whenever I ſhall 
ſee an eſtabliſhed Church in any country open wide its 
| boſom to receive all ſuch Chriſtians as profeſs merely 
thoſe words of faith which the Holy Scriptures expreſsly 
tell us were preached by our Lord himſelf and his Apoſ- 
tles; and ſhall find it's liturgy and public offices model- 
led entirely upon the plan preſcribed to us in the plain 
and uncontroverted paſſages of the Goſpel, I ſhall ac 

| knowledge that to be the real Church of "Chriſt; but as 


_ circumſtances are at preſent, I do not ſcruple to aſſert 


that the Greek Church, the Church of Rome, the Church 
of England, the Church of Scotland, the Church of Lu- 
tber, the Church of Calvin, together with all their nu- 

merous ſubdiviſions, are Hereſies, thoſe very ſchiſms 


in the body of Chriſt, of which the world was ſo re- 


peatedly, but as it hath proved 1 in vain fore warned by the 
Beat W to the Gentiles. 5 


157 


ed next to the Father in rank and power? e 


Muſt they not inevitably have ideas of more 


objects of their adoration than one, and 
therefore are not at leaſt nine hundred and 


ninety nine of them out of every thouſand; 


idolatrous worſhippers of a plurality of 3 
Gods, though with their lips they are taught Z 


to 5 there is but one God ? 


IN the original Nicene Creed the only ſen- 
' tence relating to what is now called the - 
third perſon of the Trinity in Unity, is 2 - 


preſſed thus, and in the Holy Ghoſt ; 


even according to that enlarged en 12 5 
it which is uſed by our Church, the Holy 
Ghoſt i is ſo far from being ſaid to be the ſame 
divine being, and of the ſame jubRance with 
the F ather, "and the Son, that if it were not 
for that lingle aſſertion that the Son of God 
Was not made, but is of one ſubſtance with the = 


Father, this creed would ſuit the Aran in 


all reſpects as well as the 7. rinitarian, and 
whoever is acquainted with the hiſtory of - = 
the fourth century, knows very well, that 
it was owing entirely to the perſw afions and 
importunities of Conſtantine himſelf, that 
many of the moſt reſpectable members of 
the aſſembly conſented to uſe chat . 
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on; and at the laſt they agreed to it, with 
ſuch quibbling and evaſive explications of 
| their meaning, that they afterwards thought 
| themſelves obliged to apologize for what 
they had done; and (whatever it hath been 
| fince) the authority of the creed was fo lit- 


dle regarded i in that age, that the conteſt be- 


tween the Arian and Athanaſian factions 
vas almoſt immediately renewed with re- 
doubled fury and animoſity, and continued 
with various fortune, through the reigns of 
ſeveral ſucceeding Emperours : thoſe who 
by their intrigues amongſt the great, had 
acquired the favour of the ruling Prince, 


were the orthodox for the time being, and 


h proſcribed and perſecuted their antagoniſts, 
with a ſpirit not only unchriſtian, but even 
inhuman and diabolical. The very paga- 
niſm of Julian was more amiable, and nearer | 
to the heavenly temper of the Goſpel, than 
the uncharitable ſuperſtition of either ſect; 
and whoſoever will compare the methods 
of propagating the Goſpel, under Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; with the means 
uſed to propagate orthodoxy. under the Fa- 


thers of the fourth and fifth centuries (and e 


even of much later times) will find reaſon to 


4 conclude 
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conclude that if the cauſe of the Lads Was 


the cauſe of God, he had ſtrangely altered 
the diſpenſations of his providence, and in- 


truſted the ſupport of it to men who ſeem to 


have been more influenced by the ſuggeſti- 


ons of the wicked one, than by the pure 


dictates of his holy inſpiration; who ſcru- 
pled not to commit e 


11 01 th CS moſt heinous | 


kind, in order that what they were pleated 


to think good, might come. Yet theſe men 
are the authors; and, what is much more 


paradoxical, the Church of Rome | is the ulli : : 


er, of our Proteſtant faith. To the firſt, we 


owe the Nicene for mulary of our e 5 
belief; to the laſt, We are indebted f for the . 


creed of St. e 16. 


CHAPTER: III. 
Of the Athana 72 an Cr cell. 


Hans. falſchood is one 


grand characteriſcic of that anti-chriſ- 


tian CC rruption of our he ol; 
＋ 1 
was ſo particularly defer; r1Þ: 


religion, v hich 


nd predicted . 


by the Apoſtles John and 1 Pa: J. And theſe e 


two creed which our Church hath thought 


ry 
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E 
to adopt as orthodox, are ſtrongly marked 


Voith this note of apoſtacyin their very fronts. 
The one is entitled the creed of the coun- 
cil of Nice ; as if all the articles of faith 

Contained in it, had really been agreed upon 
in that council; though in fact ſeveral of 
them were not thought of till many years 

afterwards; and one of them in particular, 
reſpecting the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
not till ſome centuries had paſt, and then it 
was added only by the Latin Churches. The 
bother, which is impoſed upon us in the name 
of St. Athanafius, (as Dr. Cave hath well 
remarked) was aſſuredly the compoſition 
of the orthodox Church of Rome, ſeveral 
hundred years after Athanaſi Tus was dead: 
etl circumſtance which one ſhould. think 
would make a ſincere proteſtant cautious 
of acknowledging its authority in any de- 
gree, and much more ſo of admitting it for 
a2 ſtandard of right faith. Indeed the un 
. merciful preſumption of its damnatory . 
clauſes is ſo directly oppoſite to the benevo- 

lent ſpirit of Chriſt's Goſpel, and the mon- 

ſtrous abſurdities with which it abounds, are 

ſuch groſs inſults upon common ſenſe, that 1 

it could never have deſerved the ſerious „ 


gard e F 


1 161 


gard of a thinking proteſtant, if former le- 
giſlators of this country had not been ſo far 
influenced by bigotted eccleſiaſtics, as to 
authoriſe the reception of it into our own 
Church by laws which are ſtill unrepealed, 
and to ordain (by Way of diſplaying i its ſupe- 
riour excellence) that it ſhould be uſed inſtead = 
of the every-day creed of the Apoſtles, like 
our moſt coſtly apparel upon r ticular leſti- 5 


val and high days. 


Tk rand ſcope of it is ; to lin; a ſyſtem 
which the creed itſelf declares to be ; incom- 
| prehenſible, not only in the whole, but in 1 

every one of its parts; and which of courſe 85 
18 abſolutely undefinable. And the means 

5 employed in it to perform what i is thus ac- 

Eknowledged to be impoſſible to perform, 
are every way worthy of ſo irrational an at- 
tempt. It ſets out with an avowed intent ; 
to ſhew us that there are three diſtinct per- 

ſons in the unity of the Godhead, and the 
only concluſion derived from the whole 5 
hopeful argument is that there are not 1 

nine, /o Heres 7s oue Father, not three Fathers 8 
one Son, not three Sons, one Holy Gage” not 15 


three Hoh Chaſe. | 
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Ir we could ſuppoſe there were three 
equipollent governours of the univerſe, no- 
thing is more certain than that no one of 
them could be juſtly called Almighty becauſe. 
the other two, being exactly equal to him 
in power and authority, could never be ſub- 
ject to his controul ; and therefore when 
this curious creed aſſerts that there are not 


three Amighties but one Almighty, the aſſerti- 


on is very readily acknowledged to be juſt ” 


and reaſonable ; but unhappily we are in the 
very ſame ſentence aſſured that though there 
are not three Almighty Subſtances, there 
are actually three Almighty Perſons, for 
that the Father i is Almighty, the Son Almigh- 


1 ty, and the Holy Ghoſt Almighty ; yet it is 


manifeſt that the very ſame argument Which 


holds againſt the exiſtence of three Almigh- 


___ tySubftances, will hold even ſtronger againſt £ 
the exiſtence of three Almighty Pere for 


not only becauſe all the three perſons are 
ſuppoſed perfectly equal, no one of them 


can have any power over the other two, and _ 


__ each muſt therefore come fo far at leaſt ſhort 
- "0 omnipotence ; but if theſe perſons are 


not to be conſidered as three ſeparate inde- 


: pendent Beings, but only as diſtinct portions 
of 


[163]. 


of the one eternal Almighty Being, they are 
then ſo far from being each of them Almighty 

when taken ſingly, that no one of them can 
have any power to act at all without the | 


concurrence of the other two. 


Lux us however examine how far this 3 
de ctrine of the equality of power in the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, agrees with 

the plain inſtructions of the word of Gd. 
We are there taught that the Father had _ 
power to beget the Son; and will any man 
be fo abſurdly blaſphemous as to ſay the 
Son had equal power to beget the Father? 
And yet if their power hath been always Le 
equal and the Scripture doctrine be true, 
that conſequence muſt inevitably follow. _ 
Again St. John informs us that the Father 
 loweth the Son and hath given all things into 
his hand; but if according to this doctrine 
of the orthodox, the Son was from all eternity 
as mighty, or to ſpeak in the language of this 

Creed, as Almighty as the Father ; 35 what was 

there for the Father to give, or for the Son 

_ to receive, that was not already i in the power, 

or, a8 the Apoſtle expreſſes it,! in the hand of . 
15 the Son ? e 
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Or the Holy Spirit we read, that it was 
given in an infinite degree by the Father to the 
Son ; and our Lord himſelf aſſures us, that 


his F ather will give the Holy Spirit ta every 
one that dſtetſi him. And ſurely the act of 
giving implies in it an authority of the giver 
ouoer the gift, and that the gift is ſubject to 
the power and at the diſpoſal of the giver. 
With what face then can the Trinitarians 
tell us, that the Holy Spirit is Almighty, 
and equal in power and majeſty, with the 
Father? We know that the two Conſuls of 
old Rome were exactly equal to cach other in 
power; but had their hiſtory informed us 
that one of them had a power of making a 
preſent of the other to any body that choſe 
to aſk for him as an aſſiſtant, I tancy modern 
Rome herſelf would hardly have ventured to 
aſſert that the power and authority of thoſe | 
two magiſtrates were entirely equal. 


IN the next ſentence of this Roman 88 
lick creed, we are taught that The Father is 


God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghoſt God, 

and yet they are not three Gods but one God. 1 

have before mentioned my ſuſpicion, that 
the eſpouſers of this ſyſtem frequently uſe 


the term God in a generic ſenſe, as we do 


w ater 


4-385-}- 8805 
water, &c. and I i imagine that to be particu- 
larly the caſe here; yet {till I cannot ſee either 
the truth or ſenſe of the propoſition. The 
ſpring, the river, and the ſea, have each their 
ſeveral peculiar, and, 1 may be allowed 
to borrow the expreſſion, perſonal properties, 
by which they are diſtinguithed, though 
they are perhaps all actually united; and 
they are all three but one and the ſame ele- 


ment of water, though each of them conſin 


dered ſingly is properly called water; but if = 


I ſhould fay that ſpring- water, river-water, 
and ſea- water, are three very different wa- ; 
ters, I apprehend the Catholic religion could 

have no juſt reaſon to cenſure the expreſſion : 
as criminal. Every thing that is capable of 
being diſtinguiſhed into parts or perſons ſpe- 
cifically differing from each other, very 
juſtly admits of being ſpoken of in the plu- 
ral number, as well as in the ſingular. Thus 
Man denotes all human nature, but yet as 
every individual of that nature is alſo termed 


Man, when we ſpeak of more ſuch indivi- 


duals than one we muſt uſe the plural Men. 

In the ſame manner the Earth is the proper 
generic name for the whole globe which we 

inhabit ; but as the different component 
5 parts b 
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parts of this globe have very diſtinct pro- 
perties, though they are all the very lame 
element Earth, we not only invent particu- 
lar names by which to diſtinguiſh them 
from each other, but find it ſometimes alſo 
neceſſary or at leaſt convenient to ſpeak of 


different earths; and the phraſe orbis terrarum 


amongſt the Romans was as common a name 
for the earth, as the ſingular word terra it- 
ſelf. If therefore God be a generic word 
ſignifying the whole divine nature or ſub- 
ſtance at large; and that ſubſtance be diſtin- 
guiſhed into different portions or perſons 
which have each ſome peculiar properties 
that belong not to the reſt, but yet being 
all of the ſame nature or ſubſtance, are each 
of them called by the common name of that 
ſubſtance God; it is evident that though 
there are not three divine natures or three 
ſubſtantia! Gods; there are actually three 
ſpecial or perſonal Gods. And let the Cathe= 
llc religion forbid what it pleaſes, if the Tri- 
nitarian ſyſtem be true, it can be no more 
criminal or improper to ſay there are three 


Gods, than it is to ſay there are many wa- 


ters. And notwithſtanding the ſubſtantial 
connection, or natural channels of commu- 


nication 
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nication, that are ſuppoſed to exiſt between 


theſe perſonal Deities; whatever the en- 


ö lightened Myſtagogues themſelves may do, 
it is certain that the prophane vulgar, when 
they addreſs themſelves in prayer to God 


the Son, under the particular conſidera- 
tion of bis perſonal incarnate properties, 


can no more imagine they are praying to the 
ſame God, with che unembodied perſon of 


the F ather, than a man that taſtes ſea- water, 
can think he taſtes the ſame water with that 


he drank at the ſpring. After all there is 


not the leaſt foundation in the Goſpel, for 


this ſtrange chimerical Theography, this 


fanciful diſtinction of the divine nature into 


different parts or perſons, nor can one ſin- 


gle authentic, didactic paſſage of the New- 
Teſtament be produced, in which either 
Jeſus Chriſt, or the He! ly Ghoſt is ex- 
N called Ged ; * though that very . 


term : 


—— — — 1 * | 


* x except againſt chat el 0e of St. Thomas Se" 
corded in St. Fon s Goſyel, not only becauſe it is impoſſi= —_ 
dle to prove that he meant to uſe th word Gd in any other 
than tha: fipurative ſenſe, in which the Jews knew it had 

been applied to Mcjes and the ola p- rophets; but alſo be- 
cCauſe it appears by the very ſtory to be a mere interjecti- 
on of admiration and amazement, by no means, intend- 


. 


M 
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term is in ſeveral places of Holy Writ, ap- 
plied figuratively, not only to the objects of 
heathen worthip, but alſo to men + them- 
ſelves. 
Sos of the inconſiſtencies and abſurdities 
chat follow from the general orthodox doc- 
trine of the incarnation I have already taken 
notice of; but there are peculiar abſurdities 
attending the deſcription of it in this creed, 
too paring to pals: without animadverſion 


nn od hes by the weaker or the hiſtorian, to convey to us 
any ſerious inſtruction about a Trinity, or the incarna- 
tion of God. St. John indeed declares plainly in the 
verſes immediately following that he had written this and 
all the preceding tranſactions of his hiſtory, to the in- 
tent that we might believe -not that Jeſus Chriſt is 
God but----that Jeſus Is the Chriſt, the Son of God, | 


- i. e. the Meſſiah. 


II the ſeventh chapter . Exodus, the "ou ſaith to 
Moſes, ſee I have made thee a God to Pharaoh, and the He- 
brew word uſed for God in that ſentence is Elohim, the 
very ſame heteroclite noun, from the plural termination 
of which when applied to the Deity himſelf the orthodox 
think they deduce a ftrong argument in favour of a Tri- 
nity. But can we ſuppoſe that Moſes when he penned 
that part of his hiſtory intended to tell us that God had 
made him a Trinity of divine perſons? Surely not! and 
therefore in ſpite of Meſſ. William Jones, and Fohn Xeres, 


we muſt concludethat like many words in other languages, | 


it is uſed in the ſame termination to ſignify ſometimes 
the ſingular, ſometimes the plural number; of which 
every impai tial perſon muſt be fully convinced, who * 
tends to the two firſt verſes of the twentieth chapter of 15 


N Exodus. 5 


on 
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on this occaſion. Not content with telling 

us in the uſual manner, that our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt is neither a God, nor a man ſimply, 
but a God-man, a kind of unnatural compo- 


ſition of both natures in one monſtrous being; 


its authors have the effrontery to aſſure us 


upon the credit of the right faith, that this 


God-man Jeſus Chriſt is both equal and infe- 

riour to the Father at the ſame time. If it be 80 
ſaid that the compoſers of this creed do not 
in this place conſider the two natures of 
Jeſus Chriſt as united, but ſpeak of each of 
them taken ſeparately, and mean only to tell 

us, that two equal perſons of the Godhead 
are equal; and that human nature is inferiour 7 
tothe Divine; the propoſition indeed is ſtrictly : 


true, but ſurely theſe creed-mongers muſthave 


been childiſh themſelves, and looked upon 
all mankind as children too. And after all, 
they cannot get off at ſo cheap a rate; for 
if their doctrine of the inſeparable union of 
the two natures be true, the ſecond perſon 
of their Trinity, ever ſince the birth of Je- 


ſus of Nazareth, hath neither been inferiour 


nor barely equal to the Father. They tell 
aus that before the incarnation, the God- 
5 head of the Son was in all reſpects equal to 


that , 
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that of the F ather; and if to one of two 
equal quantities ſomething be added, and 


nothing to the other, it is a plain axiom, 


that that which received the addition muſt 
be the greateſt, and of courſe that the ag- 
gregate perſon of the one Chriſt conſiſting 
of the manhood united to the Godhead, is 
greater than the perſon of the Father which 
=: ſimply the Godhead, without any ſuch 
union or addition. It is to no purpoſe to urge 
that the reaſonable ſoul and all the facultios 


of man are perfectly inconſiderable when 


compared with the infinite excellence of 
the divine nature; trifling as they are, every 
man living feels they are ſomething ; and if 
they were two equal ſpheres, each an hun- 
dred million times bigger than the univerſe, 
and a fingle grain of duſt were added only 1 
done of them, it is manifeſt that they would 


no longer be equal; but that the compound 


bulk of that which had received the duſt 

would really be the largeſt: ſo that whilſt 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf tells his diſciples 8 
that his Father is greater than he; the es- 
tholic faith in direct contradiction to his aſ- 

ſertion teaches us that he is > greater than his 


Father. 


. 7, 


1 
I have in another place obſerved, that 
though the orthodox acknowledge both theſe 
creeds to be right and true; that which we 
are now conſidering flatly denies the meta- 
morphoſis of the Godhead into Man, which 
the Nicene ſymbol poſitively aſſerts. But the 
very next propoſition makes ample amends 
for it, by an apotheoſis equally marvellous 
and ſurpriſing. The manhood we are told was 
taken into God ; and according to this expo 
ſition of the right Paith, from the concep=- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, a perfect man, of a rea- 
| ſonable foul, and human fleſh ſubſp, ſting, hath ö 
been God, the proper object of the worſhip 
of every Chriſtian, nay, of every man who. — 
would be ſaved. And what is ſtill more 
wonderful, this deification of the manhood _ 
is not ſaid to have taken place at the Reſur- 
rection or Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt ; but at 
hne uniting of the two natures in the Incar- _ 
nation; fo that after his apotheoſis, this 
5 human God was born, Was circumciſed, was f 
dumb and helpleſs like other children, „„ | 
creaſed both in ſtature and wiſdom, and, 2 f 
if immortality was not eſſential to God, was a 
alſo crucified and lain. „ Fei =. 
e 1 4 
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Ip this be a juſt account of the right 
Chriſtian faith, the Lord have mercy upon 
the poor Jews! for their caſe 1s truly deplo- 


rable. Unleſs they hearken to the voice DE 


God under the firſt covenant, and obey the 
_ commandments of that law which was deli- 
vered to their forefathers from Mount Singt 


85 by God himſelf, and more fully explained to 


them afterwards by the mediation of Mz oſes, 
the heavieſt and moſt dreadful menaces of 
divine Vengeance are denounced againſt them 


by their inſpired law-giver: and if they do _ : 


their duty in this reſpect, (according to this | 


muoſt merciful and righteous creed) without . F 
doubt they ſhall periſh everlaſlingly. In the 


13th chapter of Deuteronomy, Mo ofes tells 
them, that they ſhould not only refuſe to 
worſhip any God, which they and their fa- 
thers had not known, but that they ſhould 
actually put to death the perſon that ſollicited i 
them to ſuch worſhip, even though he were 


their neareſt and deareſt relation 5 friend. 


At Mount Sinai God himſelf ſpake the words 


bol the firſt commandment to them, and ſaid, 7 + 
I am the Lord th Gd; thou ſhalt have none 
5 other Gods but me: and in the ſecond precept | 


"of: the law he expreſely forbids the wor- 
ſhipping , 


E173 1 
ſhipping him under the fimilitude of any 
thing in heaven, in earth, or under the earth. 
And, what is particularly deſerving of our 
ſerious conſideration, they are not Jews 
5 only, who are concerned in obeying this di- 
vine law, but the very ſame obedience is alſo 
equally enjoined apon us Chriſtians. For our 5 
Great Maſter himſelf aſſures us, that he 
came not to destroy, but to Fulſl this very law; 
and that not one jot or tittle of it Hall fail fi 
it be all fu Hflled in the actual and univerſal 


' obedience. of men. Yet nothing can be. 


more evident, than that it is as impoſſible 
for either Jews or Chriſtians to receive the 
orthodox faith, and continue obedie ent to the 
two firſt precepts of the decalogue, as it is 
to reconcile light and darkneſs, wiſdom and 
folly, truth and falſhood. Whoever ac- 
| knowledges the deification of the manhood 
of ſeſus Chriſt, muſt acknowledge a God 
utterly unknown to the Jews or their fore- 
fathers, a very different kind of God from that 
immaterlal, immortal, invifible ſpirit, which 
Was the God of Abraham, and of ane, > and 
of Jacob; and who fifteen hundred years 
before the creation and birth of Jeſus of Na- 
2areth ſaid, Thea Halt have 1.0110 other Gods 


but 


ee e 
but me. $0 alſo, whoever worſhippeth the 
man Chriſt Jeſus as God, muſt inevitably | 
worſhip the Deity, under the ſimilitude of a 
man. And indeed from the Litany of our 
Church in particular, it 18 manifeſt that the 
Orthodox really do ſo; in direct and open 
violation of the expreſs command of the one 
only true God. 


IT is hard to ſay, whether this Bal 
profeſſion of faith is more an offence againſt 
our. Creator, by its blaſphemous and idola- 
trous abuſe of a few figurative expreſſions of 
the goſpel, or an affront upon the common 
ſenſe of mankind, by the groſſeſt perverſion 
of the uſe of language that can well be im 


: agined. In the deſcription given us of the | I 
Trinity, we were told that the one God con- |} 


fiſts of three perſons in one ſubſtance ; but here 
are informed that the one Chriſt conſiſts of 
two ſubſtances in one perſon, although one of 
thoſe ſubſtances is the very ſame which was 
before {aid to conſiſt of 7hree perſons : in the 
firſt caſe there is ſaid to be no confuſion of 


perſons, but an unity of ſubſtance; in this 


they tell us there is no confuſi 701 of ſubſtance, 


7 but an unity of "perſon. Surely! (to borrow 


an x expreſſion: . of my Lord mop of Glou- 
5 he} 


LS 


ceſter/ this is the very hocus Pocus of Ortho- 


doxy “ 


Many more inſtances of abſurdity might 
be pointed out in this creed; but ! perſuade 


myſelf theſe are ſufficient to convince every 


reaſonable man who does not wilfully hood- 


wink his underſtanding, and ſhut his eyes a- 


gainſt the light, that if our church would be at 
all conſiſtent with herſelf, ſhe muſt either diſ- 
card theſe idolatrous doctrines, or reſtore the 
uſe of crucifixes both in public and private 5 
worſhip. Iwill not therefore diſguſt! my reader, > 


nor myſelf, with. wading any longer in this 


fink of nonſenſe, and antichriſtian ſuperſtition. : 
But will cloſe this examination with a brief 

 ſynophis of the chief of thoſe articles of 

faith, which are taught us by Jeſus Chriſt TN 


and his Apoſtles on "he one hand, and by 


the preachers of the catholic faith 1 -: 
other; by which means the ſtriking contraſt _ 
there is between them will be rendered the 5 


| n more c onſpicuous. 


——ů —ůů —..̃— — —— — 
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CHAPTER 


Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith according to 
the Goſpel. 


Godisone Lord, 
and to us there 1 1s but 


: 000 oa. 


| ſons, 


Iv. 


Articles of the right 
Faith accordin g fo 


le Orthodox. 
HE End our le 


HE Lord our 
God is one Lord 
and one God, but in 


that one Lord and 
ISod are three Per⸗ 
„ 
0 Which 18 Lord and 
God is a Spirit. 
. „„ fing of threediftin® 5 | 
g Father, a 


every 


God! is «Being con- 


agents, 


Jon, and à Spirit. 


| They t * 8 worſhip | 


God; muſt worſhip 
him in ſpirit and in 
truth. 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 


— thou ſhaltconfeſs 


with thy mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and be- 


lieve in thine heart 


that God hath raiſed | tion of Fur] Lord Jeſus 


him from the dead, 
15 thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Jeſus 


I | 


The Catholic F aich 


15 this, that we wor- 


hip one God in Tri- 


nity and e in 


Unity. 
Our God 1s ht God . 


| Jeſus Chriſt i 18 God 
| of God. 


It is neceſſary 1 to 


everlaſting | falvation 
that a man believe _ 
rightly. the incarna- 


| Chriſt. 


4 eſus 
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Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
the Meſſiah, the = 
of God. 

jeſus Chriſt was 


made of a woman, 


and born under the 


law; being miracu- 


louſly begotten of the 
Virgin Mary 


Emper Our. 


Jeſus Chriſt was 


the Son of David; 


the ſeed of Abraham; 
4 Prophet like unto 


Moes; a man whom 
God anointed with the 


: when 


Auguſtus Cæſar le 


Holy Ghoſt and with 


power, 


whom God 


TY 


raiſed from the dead; 


a mediator between 
God and all mankind 
under the new cove- | 
nant, as Moſes was 
between Co and the 


Nation of the Feros, 


5 under the old cove- 


Nant.. 


| The 


| Jeſus Chriſt is the 


very and eternal God. 


Jeſus Chriſt was 
not made, 


from everlaſtin g, and 


at length born of 2 


woman in the world. 


Jeſus Chriſt is the 

one true and eternal 
God, who for our 
ſalvation came down 0 
from heaven and was 


incarnate by the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


two whole and per 


tec, and eee ol 
ory natures , the God- 
he ad and 11550 

wore inſeparably Us. 


nit ed in one Chriſt; 


Which 


„ but be- 
gotten of his Father 


who rs alſo the 
very ſame God) of the _ 
Virgin Mary, fo that 


union 1 ns 
made by converting 
the Godhead into | 
man; and alſo not by 
co werting the God- 5 
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The Sen could: of 


his own ſelf do no- 


thing. Even the 


words that he ſpake 
were not his, but the| 


Father's who ſent] 
him, and his Father | 
is greater than he. 
The Son of God, 
and his Father, are 
two ſeparate beings, 
becauſe they are two 
ſeparate 
bearing legal teſtimo- 
ny to the truth of the 
Gofpel. Oe: | 
Becauſe Jeſus Ch: iſt] 
was uniformly hum- 
ble and obedient even 
unto the death upon 
the croſs, therefore 
God hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given 
him all power over 
things 1 in heaven, and! 


Witneſſes, 


things in earth, and! 
things under the 955 
r 4: 


head into man, but 
by taking the man- 
hood into God. 


The Son is in all r re- 
ſpects ſuch as the Fa- 
ther is, in glory equal, 
in Majeſty coeternal. 


The Father and 

the Son, together with 
the Holy Ghoſt, are 
but one and the very 


ſame Being, and ſub- . 
| ſtance. 5 


Jeſus Chriſt was 
from all eternity al- 
mighty; and had at 
all times as much 
power over the things 
in heaven, in earth, ” 
and under the earth, 
as the Father himſelf. 


Jeſus 


„ -ible,.: 
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period, | 


e 
„lich is predicted in 
the prophecies of the 
New Teſtament, je- 

ſus Chriſt will mira- 

culouſly deſcend from 
heaven, deſtroy the 
idolatrous perverſion 


of his holy religion, 


convert all nations to 


himſelf, and eſtabliſh | 
promiſed king- 

dom of righteouſneſs : 
and peace, "for a long | 
term of years before | 


Bis 


the general reſurrec- 
tion of the dead. 


The dead ſhall not 


5 fiſe again with their 
natural bodies of fleſh, | 


but with ſpiritual bo- 


dies, like thoſe of the 
angels of heaven; be- 


cauſe fleſh and blood 


Cannot inherit the life | 
to come, nor exiſt in 
a celeſtial, incorrup- 
and immortal Is 


| ſtate. 


religion is, 


The ſum of aur 
Faith, 
Hope, 


8 


Jeſus Chriſt will 
continue to ſit at the 
right hand of God 


the Father in heaven, 


until he cometh to 
judge all men at the 
laſt day; at whole 
coming all men ſhall 
riſe 88 9 


The dead ſhall riſe 

again with their own 
natural bodies of fleſh 
and blood. 


| This is the Ce- 
lic Faith which is be- 
M2 _ 


fore 


16 1 


Hope, and Charity; fore all things neceſ- 


of theſe the a ſary to be held by 
and by conſequence whoſoever will be 
that which is before | ſaved : which except _ 


all other things ne-|a man believe faith- 
ceſſary to a true Chriſ- fully he cannot be 


tian, is Charity; and | ſaved ; and which ex- 


charity hopeth all | cept everyone do keep 5 
things. But with whole and undefiled, 
What judgement men without doubt he ſhall 


judge they alſo ſhall. ions dan 6] 
be judged. 1 


| Turne 3 is 1 little faid of the are 49, 


5 the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, in the orthodox 
creeds and articles, and ſo much in the Sa- 

ered Scriptures, that I have not attempted to 

introduce the two accounts into the fore- 


3 going contraſt : but they muſt not be Paſſed hs 
over in ſilence. 


The only aſſertion of 9 Catholic faith 


on this head that deſerves our notice 1 
that the Holy Ghoſt, or ſpirit of God ignifies | 

= real agent diſtinct from God the Father, 
one of thoſe” three different perſons, which 


all together make up the ſubſtance of the 


one eternal God. And what i 18 really aſto- : 


: niſhing. this doctrine is ſuppoſed to be pe- 


culiar DT 


„„ 

culiar to the Chriſtian revelation; and the 
diſtin perſonality « of the Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as of God the Son, to be eſpecially taught 

- mankind in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Now | 

with reſpect to the Son of God, it is certain 
that except what was ſpoken of him pro- 
1 phetically nothing at all is mentioned con- 

cerning him, in the books of the old Teſta- 


megnt; and therefore it is only from the writ- 
ings of the new, compared with the Jewiſh 


propheſies of him, that we can acquire any | 
: right knowledge of ſuch a perſon. But the 


caſe is far otherwiſe with what we. call the 


Holy Ghoſt ; that is at leaſt as often ſpoken - 


of in the Scriptures of the old Teſtament, 


as in the Goſpel; and the expreſſion W 1 


always as well underſtood by the Jews of 
old time, as it appears to have been by any 


of the firſt diſciples of our bleſſed Saviour. 


e If therefore any thing that! is faid i in the New 5 


2 Teſtament of the Holy Ghoſt, is deſigned 
1 to teach us that i it is a real perſonal agent, 155 
1 what | is ſaid of the ſpirit of God, or the ſpirit 5 
5 of the Lord, in the old Teſtament, muſt have 
been deſigned to teach the Jews the very 8 


ſame leon, and an or oda Jew tho' in- 


deed . 
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devs he could not have admitted a trio of My 


perſons in the great Fehovah, muſt have ac- 
knowledged a duetto of ſuch perſons. And 
one would imagine the Trinitarian Chriſti- 
ans really thought that the nation of the 


Jews, when they ſpake of the ſpirit of Jelo- | 


vai, inſtead of meaning the miraculous i in 


fluence of the power of God, did actually — 
underſtand a divine perſonal agent; becauſe | 


it is no where hinted in any part of the New- 


Teſtament that the terms Holy Spirit or Spi- „„ 
rit of God are uſed in any other ſenſe than 1 
what they were underſtood to ſignify, F 


| fore the birth of Jeſus « of Nazareth, nor is 


any new explanation given of them under 


the Goſpel; and yet it is indiſputable that 


they 1 were uſed both by Jews and Chriſtians 
in our Saviour's time and afterwards as com- 


mon words which they all equally under- 
ſtood. Thus the angel tells Zacharias that 
Bis promiſed Son ſhould be filled with the 


Holy Ghoſt; and to Mary, it is ſaid, the H - 


9 Got ſhall come upon thee, and by way of 


CT explanation is added, the power of the higheſt | 


N overſhadow thee. Join the Baptiſt tells 
the Jews: that the Me Na would 5 apt fe 


3 with 
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with the Holy Ghoſt, in conformity to which 


prediction our Lord himſelf informs the 
Apoſtles that they ſhould Ze baptiſed with 
the Holy Ghoſt, not many days after his aſcen- 
fon, | the true meaning of which expreſſion 
St. Luke clearly teaches us in the parallel 
paaſſage of his Goſpel, where he makes our 
Saviour tell them that they ſhould be endued 


with power from on high ; ; and (not needleſsly . 
60 multiply inſtances which are ſo obvious) 


St. Peter in his inſtruction to Cornelius ac- 


quaints him that God anointed Feſus of Na- 


Zareth, with the Holy Ghoſt, and with power. 
lo aſk then whether the ſpeakers upon theſe | 


ſeveral occaſions intended to be, or were 
really underſtood by their hearers? Com- 


mon ſenſe obliges us to conclude. both 8 - 


the affirmative. And therefore no axiom a 
can be more evident than that the meaning i 
of the phraſe Holy Ghoſt : As uſed i in the Goſ- 


pel, muſt be the very ſame, which it was 


known to have been amongſt the Jews, 


from the firſt inſtances of divine inſpiration ; ; 
and if there be any man who « can doubt whe- 


ther the Jews themſelves underſtood that 


phraſe to denote a celeſtial perſon, or agent 


of 


x. 64 1 
of any kind, I would deſire him to enquire 
of ſome Iſraelite of our own times, what 
idea he receives himſelf, or what he ſuppoſes 
was conveyed to the minds of his forefathers, 
= by any ſuch expreſſions of the writers of the 


Old Teſtament? | 
 Wurn Mofes would deſcribe to us the the 


„ fluence of that Almighty Power, which ani- 
mated the earthy body of the firſt- formed 
wan, and endued it with life and ſenſe, and 

all its natural abilities, he informs us that 8 
God breathed into his noſtrils the breath or 4 
ſpirit ff life. | Agreeably to this figure of: Þ 
ſpeech, the ſame Moſes, who was himſelf 
the firſt man endued with | ſupernatural 
powers, aſcribes that almighty influence 
by which they were exerted, to the ſame 
ſpirit or breath of God; and when he re- 
eounts the miracle he wrought, of dividing 
the Red Sea, in an mn 6 f praiſe ant 
thankſgiving to that Deity, whoſe inſtrument 
he had been, Mitſi the blaſt or breath of thy 

7 noſtrils, ſays he, the waters wore gathered to- 

1 gether, the floods flood upright on a heap, aud 
"the depths were congealed in the heart of the ſea. 

F rom hence all ſupernatural gifts, either of 


power or r knowledge, came to be attributed 3 
5 BE 


F 
10 4 particular extraordinary portion of the 
divine breathing or ſpirit, and the miraculous 
effects of ſuch power, were ſaid to be the 
operations of the ſpirit or breath of God. 
Thus the ſpirit of the Lord 1 is faid to have 


come upon s ampſen, and upon all the Pro- 


phets in the Old Teſtament; as the Holy 
Spirit is ſaid to have done! in the New, upon 
Zacharias, Eliza averlh, Sgameon, Fohn the * 85 
tiſt, Jeſus Chriſt, the Apoſtles, and all the 
firſt Chriſtians. N is ſaid likewiſe to 1 ? 
ſpoken to and by the Jewiſh prophets and 
alſo to 2 and by the Proparts of the Goſpel. 
It is faid to tranſport Lali from 9 to 
place, in the bead: of Ki. 205, as it is . 
ed to have tranſported Pulp, in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles. In ſhort there is nothing f 
any Kind taught of it in the goſf ſpel, PIT 
Was not underſt: „od of it, from © ti me of 
Moſes; and from the whole tenour of the 


Holy Scri tures in ge nera! it appears ma ani- 
y Scrip 3 Pt 

feſt that it was never meant to co ney any 
other idea than that of the immed tate in- 


5 fluence of that one eternal 8 Being, 
who at firſt 22 ed men with the tin y 
a alice of their nature, and who 2 alone can : 
render them capable of ſupernatural power 8. 
IVY = Bor 
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"ou the profeſſors of the orthodox faith 


will not agree to this. They think it neceſ- 
 fary to underſtand the figurative expreffions 
of the Holy Scriptures in a literal ſenſe ; and 
at the ſame time ſeem to pay no regard to 
that long eſtabliſhed maxim, gui facit per 
alium facit per ſe, and with ſuch hopeful 
principles of interpretation as theſe, they 
attempt logically to deduce their ſcheme of 
a Trinity in unity from the words of Scrip- 
ture. To prove the Son of God to be God 
 himſe 5 they argue in the following manner: 
In one part of Scripture we find that God | 
ſays I will do fo and fo; but in another it 
_ appears that thoſe. very actions were per- 
formed by Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt be God. ” ſyllogiſm which I 
ſhall beg leave to illuſtrate with another 
equally rational and convincing : —The King 
of Great-Britam negociated a peace with the 
Ee. French, at Paris, in the year 1752 but it 
s alſo certain that the Duke of Bedford was 
the actual negociator of that peace; therefore 
: the Duke of Bedford was King of Great- 
Britain in 1762. Again, when St. Peter 
py rebukes Ananias for attempting to impoſe 
upon bim about the bite of his land, he 


ſays, 5 


. 17 3 
ſays, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie 
to, or rather that thou couldſt deceive, the 
Holy Ghoſt, thou haſt not lied unto men, but 
 winto God. From whence the Orthodox con- 
clude that the Holy Ghoſt too muſt be God. 
Let us therefore ſuppoſe that one of his Ma- 
= jeſty 8 Ambaſladors at a foreign court, upon 


T receiving an inſult from the miniſters of 


that court, ſhould expoſtulate with them 


thus: What could induce you to put this 
affront upon my embaſſage ? it is not an af- 


front offered to me, but to the King my _ 


5 maſter. Should a by-ſtander conclude from : 
| ſuch a ſpeech that his embaſſage was the 


5 King his maſter; 11 imagine! he would ſcarce 


paſs for wiſe, even in the opinion of the 


moſt Orthodox. But the caſe, it will perhaps : 


be faid, is not in point; an embaſſage is 


: never ſpoken of but as an office, an employ- | 7 


| ment: whereas the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit of 
| God, is very often ſpoken of in Scripture as 
i perſon to whom both words and actions are 
attributed. *Tis very true, and ſo are many | 


bOther things, in that, and almoſt every other 


book Thar: ever was written. And as cer-: 


tainly | as the Holy Ghoſt. 1s: 2 185 perſonal 7 


, 0 certainly Wiſdom allo i is not the 25 


thing 3 


J. 17, for of the ſalvation read of ſalvation. 
; Bell read Bel. 
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- thing ſome heterodox men may take it for, 


but actually a female perſonage, who /ifterh 
up her voice in the ſtreet, and (though all the 


preſent religious eſtabliſhments of Europe, are 
melancholy proofs that ſhe 1s but very little 
regarded ;) yet ſtill, /he Randeth i in the top of 


high places, by the way m the places of the 


paths, ſhe crieth at the gates, at the entry of 
the city, at the coming in of” the doors, Undo 
ou, O men, I call, and my voice is to the ſors 


of man, O ye ji mple underſtand « wijdom, and ye | 


5 . 2 of « an eee hearts. 


FT 
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"Page 65, line 9, for meditation read nedialion.—P. 72 note 
P. 38. l. 6, for 

P. 99, 1. 14, after talk of inſert a.- p. 108, 5 
4.13, after malice dele the Full flop; I. 14, for Be read be. . 
135, 1. 8, for Tergiminus read Tergeminus; | 12, after and read 


50. —#P. 137, I. 10, for of read - 153, J. 18, for that 5 
| 4 would read wh Would. * 72860 5 16, for FO. read there. | 


